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Principal’s Corner
Assalamualaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa
Barakatahu,

We have now come to the end of an eventful
and successful first semester of 2022. The students participated in various forms of academic
activities. The Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students took
part in the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). All students, from
both primary and secondary schools, have just
completed their Semester One examinations
and assessments.
The first semester reports for all students will be
published on SEQTA Engage on Monday 18th July
2022. K- 11 Parent- Teacher Interviews have
been scheduled for Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 4th of August 2022 from 3:30pm- 6:30pm.
You will be updated if there are any changes.
Our students and teachers participated in several non-academic activities. The most significant
among these were Harmony Day Celebrations,
Ramadan Assembly, majority of the students also observed fasting throughout the month of
Ramadan, Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea and
the 8th Annual Quran Competition.
All these activities have been professionally organised, contributing to the overall success of
the first semester. This success is attributed to
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the cooperation of the students and teachers,
and the support of parents all of who worked
hard as a well-coordinated team. I would like to
thank everyone for their patience, perseverance
and dedicated efforts in making the first half of
the school year a tremendous success.
As semester 2 draws to a close I would like to
wish all parents and guardians a peaceful and
relaxing break. The two-week holiday is an ideal
opportunity for students to recharge their energies, reflect on what they have achieved so far
and start planning for Term 3.
Second Term Holidays and Student Free Day
The mid-year (Second term) holidays will be for
two weeks, from Friday 8th July 2022 to Sunday
24th July 2022.
Please note that Friday 8th July will be a student
free day to allow teachers to attend professional development.
The School will reopen for the third term on
Monday 25th July 2022.
I wish all parents and caregivers a safe and happy winter holidays.
Eid Mubarak
Dr Imam Ali
Principal
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Head of Primary School
Ms Suzy Lal

Dear Parents and Guardians,
It has been a busy but rewarding term. Primary school students were involved in many exciting events such as
Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea, Quran Competition, Awards Assembly, Kindy Buddy Program, Cyber Bullying
Incursion and Powerhouse Museum Excursion.
Semester 1 Report
Your child’s Semester 1 report will be emailed to you on 18th July 2022.
Parent Teacher Interview
Parent-Teacher interviews will be conducted on 3rd and 4th August 2022. We will have ‘Three Way Goal Setting
Interview’ for Kindergarten to Year 6 students. Three-way goal setting interview take the form of a conversation
between student, parents/caregivers and teacher. They provide an opportunity for students to share with their
parents /caregivers their growth as a learner.
There has been a lot of research in recent years showing that it is important for students to understand their
own learning and where they need to go next. That means there is great value in the student being a part of the
discussion, contributing thoughts about what they are doing well and what they need to work on. During threeway goal setting interview, a work sample will be shared, and goals will be set for the remainder of the school
year.
The interview will be held in your child’s classroom and will be 10 minutes in duration. Where possible, other
arrangements for toddlers and other children in the family should be made to enable the interview to run
smoothly. Interviews are strictly 10 minutes. If you have other matters to be discussed, please arrange a separate time to discuss this with the teacher.
Celebrating Success Assemblies
On Thursday 23rd and 30th June, the effort and achievements of students across Years K – 6 was recognised at
our Semester 1 Celebrating Success Assemblies. It was wonderful to see students celebrating success. The assemblies were an opportunity to acknowledge and formally congratulate students who consistently exhibited
hard work throughout Term 1 and 2.
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Uniform and Lateness
Students are reminded that they are expected to arrive to school at 8.25 am. Students who arrive late need to
present a note written and signed by a parent/carer to the office to explain the student’s lateness.
Similarly, it is expected that students attend school each day in the correct uniform (including correct shoes and
hats). PE uniform is only permitted on Sport days. Boy’s haircuts need to be according to the school policy. It has
been very pleasing to see that the majority of students are always in the correct uniform and displaying ‘AICS
PRIDE’.
2023 Year 5 students will wear green uniform. Please ensure you adhere to the uniform policies.
Student Absence
If your child is absent due to sickness, please email the medical certificate with your child’s full name and class to
attendance@aics.nsw.edu.au.
Early Leavers
We have a noticed an increase in the number of students leaving early. Doctors/dentist appointments should be
made after school. If, however, this is not possible, proof for departing early is required. Students cannot be
signed out after 2.00pm.
Year 1 Digital Technology Lesson
Year 1 students have been enjoying the Bee-bots during Digital Technology classes. Bee-Bots are an exciting programmable floor robot for lower Primary students. It’s a perfect starting point for teaching control, directional
language and programming to young children.

University of Sydney Research Project
A team of research officers from the School of Education and Social Work from the University of Sydney conducted the research program at AICS. They worked with our students, collecting data on their perceptions of social
relationships. The participating children enjoyed the experience and gained knowledge about their brain works
and their emotional development.
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Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea
Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea was an immense success at AICS. I would like to thank all the parents and guardian for allowing their children to contribute towards this good course.
May Allah shower his blessing upon you all. JazakAllah!
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Kindy Buddies
Every Friday Kindergarten and Year 6 students buddy together to learn social skills, structured literacy and numeracy lessons. This program is not only beneficial to the kindergarten students, but also teaches Year 6 students a sense of leadership and responsibility.

Cyber Bullying Online Incursion-Kids Helpline
Year 6 students learnt about Cyberbullying and its effects on society and its people. Cyberbullying is bullying that
uses electronic means like the internet or mobile phones to aggressively and intentionally harm someone.
Cyberbullying can happen on different technologies, games, sites and apps. If something online brings you down
and impacts your wellbeing, then you have sought assistance. The following website will assist you.
Parents | No problem is too big or too small | Kids Helpline Cyber Bullying | What is Cyberbullying? | Kids Helpline

Year 6 students learnt the following techniques to keep them save from online bullies.
Stay calm
Cyberbullying can trigger a lot of emotions. It's important you don't panic or retaliate as sometimes that can
make things worse. It's always a good idea to respond when you are feeling calmer and have a clear mind.
Screenshot
Take screenshots. It's important to keep the evidence if you have to report. If you find you keep looking at the
screenshots or that having these saved are impacting on you, send a copy to someone you trust (e.g. a parent)
and then delete your own copy.
Shut it down
You can block the person and report the cyberbullying to the game, site or app it occurs on. In most cases,
cyberbullying is against their terms and conditions of use and should be removed. If you are unhappy with the
response, you get or the cyberbullying is not removed after being reported, you can also report it to eSafety.
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Support
Report the cyberbullying to more than one trusted adult and keep on talking to them until the situation is resolved. You could talk to a parent, a teacher, your school counsellor, another family member and Kids Helpline
to name a few.

Students with Medical Conditions
If you have not already sent in the paperwork regarding any medical conditions your children may have, please
do so immediately. You can email to enrolment@aics.nsw.edu.au

I wish you all a happy and safe term break with your families and friends.
Term 3 begins on Monday 25th July.
Eid-Al Adha to AICS community.
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Junior Library
Mrs Helen Smith
Premier’s Reading Challenge
We have already reached almost 300 years 3-6 students who have already completed their PRC! The last day for submitting online reading
lists is 19th August. K-2 are on track to complete their challenge with Mrs
Smith, with only a handful more books to get to 30!
To encourage readers to read more broadly now they have finished their
PRC, we have a virtual spinner to direct students to one of the eleven
different collections in the library. Students are finding books they had
not seen before.

Simultaneous Storytime
From this year’s National Simultaneous Storytime and the library artwork competitions, students have been receiving raffle tickets for their participation.
Kindergarten

Haziq KA

Year 1

Ayra 1C

Year 2

Md. Mamun 2D

Year 3

Izaan 3C

Year 4

Anayah 4A

Year 5

Arish 5B

Year 6

Ayesha 6E

Junior Library continued...
Mrs Helen Smith
NAIDOC week
Students had the opportunity to engage with texts written by Indigenous authors. Many classes enjoyed listening
to Mrs Smith read a picture book written by an Indigenous author. The College has recently purchased a bunch of
Aboriginal picture books that have been added to our collection.

Upcoming Incursion: Term 3 Week 3

Mini Writing Festival
Ms Helen Smith - Primary Teacher Librarian

During week 6, Years 1, 3, 4 and 5 students had the opportunity to participate
in the Mini Writing Festival incursion with many schools across Australia! This
week long incursion, provided a different author and illustrator each day with
lots of ideas to improve students’ writing.
Left: These 5A students borrowed books by an author they enjoyed from the
incursion!

Kindergarten News
Ms Shafia Malak
Our Kindergarten students have been busy little bees this term.
In English, our students have mastered the art of writing imaginative sentences. They drew a character and setting before
using sentence starters to create interesting sentences to tell a story. Students are also remembering to check that they
have started their sentence with a capital letter, used finger spaces and ended with a full stop or exclamation mark with
some students even using adjectives (describing words). We have seen some humorous and creative pieces of writing over
the last couple of weeks. Check out some of their wonderful writing samples below.

In Mathematics, Kinder is learning how to add and subtract up to the number 5. Students are using various strategies to
add and subtract such as counters, using their fingers, number bonds, number sentences, drawing, mental (visualising),
number stories etc. Some students have also progressed beyond 5 and identifying word clues in word problems, i.e.
‘altogether’, ‘left over’, ‘in all’.
Science & Technology has our students explored and investigated various
games that they enjoy playing and identified the different push and pull
forces that they used. Students then worked on designing and producing
their very own unique game to play with their peers. We are in awe of their
work!
On Friday the 24th of June, Kindergarten boarded the bus with their teddies
to go on a teddy bear’s picnic at Lizard Log in Abbotsbury. As we arrived at
the venue, we were greeted by Ranger Nuggets and his comrades. After
some morning tea, our Kinders got stuck into their activities – they made
some gooey slime, built rockets, had billy cart races, Olympic races and participated in a science quiz on different types of movement (they aced it!).
We also had time to explore and play in the playground which included a
super-fast flying fox! Before we knew it, it was time to head back to school.
As we celebrate the successful term we have had so far, we are also having to say teary
goodbye to Ms. Villaneuva – KD’s class
teacher. She will be missed dearly! She has
been a part of our college from 2016. We
wish her the absolute best and send her off
with lots of love and prayers as she embarks
on a new and exciting adventure of motherhood!

Year 1 News
Mrs Amna Irfan
Year One has had quite an eventful term so far. In Week Six, students participated enthusiastically in the Science Incursion, ‘Water in my World’. It was wonderful to see all the students engaged in various experiments. The incursion
gave students an opportunity to develop an understanding and appreciation of the importance and special properties of water.
In Weeks Seven and Eight, Year 1 students also completed their Geography Dioramas representing built and natural
environments. Students selected one built or natural environment and created a diorama to represent this environment. When students finished creating their diorama, they also presented a short speech to display their understanding on the environment they created, its features and significance.
Year One students continue to display great interest in their daily learning activities and tasks. They also produced
some delightful art pieces that depicted their wonderful talent.

Year 2 News
Ms Jade Mcardle
This term Year 2 students attended an exciting incursion by Fizzics Education that relates to our science unit of work titled ‘Time to Pray’. In class, students have been investigating the connection between how shadows move on Earth and
the movement of the sun. To build on their in-class learning, students participated in a workshop about seasons and observable change. Students investigated and answered questions such as:
 How does Earth’s tilt affect the seasons? Why is Earth tilted anyway?
 How do daily changes affect the environment? Why is daylight a different length in summer vs. winter?
 How do clouds form and how do we measure weather? Why do some clouds spin?

Students observed and explored these topics in detail through a range of
hands-on experiences and
fun activities. They also
developed an appreciation
of how the world we experience is influenced by the
daily seasons and daily cycles.

Year 3 News
Ms Christine Souma

Year 3 have been very busy as we come to the end
of Term 2. Here is a brief snap shot of some of our
fabulous work!
English
Students of Year 3 have been working very hard to
write and present their very own advertisements in small groups. They have been
discussing the language features of persuasive texts and how to present by using a
loud, clear voice and eye-contact.
They also took part in the Writing incursion and listened to famous authors break
down how to be an incredible writer!

Science
Students have also been investigating
the phases of the moon and how day
and night happens. They had the opportunity to research, design and create a model relating to the phases of
the moon. After understanding how
day and night happens students presented their findings and experimented with documenting their shadow throughout
the day at school.
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Year 5 News
Ms Shaher Talpur
Blossoming Artists in year 5
The year 5 students have been
enjoying their creative arts lessons the past few weeks as they
created watercolour paintings
of Australian state and territory
flowers. The students first researched each state and territory representative flower before
choosing one to complete their
artwork on. It was wonderful to
see the creativity of the students and the different
paintings they completed. A
wonderful job by all the students who tried their best even
if painting wasn’t their forte.
Make sure to proudly display
your canvas at home or at school! Have a look at some of the wonderful artworks by the students in 5B.

Year 6 News
Ms Nasrin Begum
Students were welcomed back to a jam-packed and fun filled Term Two! This term is filled with exciting events, and endless opportunities to learn, grow, and expand on students’ accomplishments from Term One. Within the first week back,
our school engaged in the ANZAC Day ceremony. Our Primary School Captains presented beautiful speeches and joined
Primary students in engaging in the One Minute Silence to commemorate the fallen soldiers. Teachers and students in
year 6 discussed the significance of ANZAC Day and created mosaic artworks of the poppy.
Students had a blast on Friday of Week two, as our school celebrated Eid-Ul-Fitr, which signified the end of the month of
Ramadan. Students wore their cultural clothes and engaged in decorating classrooms and gift exchanges to celebrate this
special day!
Year 6 have been learning about persuasive texts, focusing on different types of
advertisements. They will be gaining
their knowledge and experience in reading, understanding and creating various
forms of advertisements. In the last two
weeks, students have revised how to
write persuasive texts, and were tasked
to write speeches that persuaded the
audiences about Global Warming.
Teachers have been amazed by the intellect that students have displayed
through their speeches.
Have a look at the amazing work that
students have being doing in class!
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Biggest Morning Tea

High School Library
Ms Shamyla Anum
Library Study Periods and Time Management:
Year 12 Students are expected to use their study time to catch up with their HSC tasks and assessments during their
study periods in the library. Students should use their time management skills so they don’t have study stress by accumulating workloads.
Students who manage their time by planning a study schedule and prioritise their tasks will perform better in their HSC
exams. It is vital to make a weekly study schedule and prioritise your tasks so you can focus on most important tasks
instantly, and leave the less important ones for another time. It is your HSC year, and this is the time to make every hour
count!

Important Links:
AICS Newsletter
National Library of Australia
HSC Parent/Student Support
Blacktown City Libraries
Click view
Research Skills
HSC Hub
Free bibliography generator
Free Books to Read Online

Edmodo Library Join in:
AICS Secondary Students who
have still not joined in, are encouraged to join Edmodo Secondary Library page. Do it
ASAP so you don’t miss out on
anything from the library.
Join in Code is 4ry4gs.

High School Library continued...
Ms Shamyla Anum

Family Tree Competition Participations:

Premier’s Reading Challenge Continues till August 19th:
Well done to those who have already completed their Premiers Reading Challenge. All other Year 7-9 students keep
reading for PRC and add books in your PRC log. You should have your PRC login and password on your reading log
sheet or in your Edmodo messaging from last year. If you need help with PRC login and PW please contact your school
Librarian.

Mathematics Faculty
Ms Sanil Sen
Head of Mathematics
The Mathematics faculty at the Australian Islamic College of Sydney is comprised of highly experienced, dedicated staff who continuously strive to deliver quality mathematics lessons. In addition, they provide a range of learning experiences and opportunities for our students, resulting in excellent progress through their high school lives.
Students are offered the chance to learn in both traditional methods as well as 21st-century styles, which include
strong ICT links. Incorporating these methods ensures skill development remains strong while also being competent with digital applications of mathematics.
The Mathematics courses cover content from the elements of Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry
and Statistics and Probability. Students learn a range of skills that is essential to their daily lives and professional
ambitions, ensuring they succeed as people. The learning environment fosters confidence and the opportunity to
engage in critical problem solving and mathematical thinking.
As we are fast approaching the end of this busy term, many important academic events have taken place. Year 7
and 9 students did their online NAPLAN examinations and are awaiting their results. I am hopeful for a pleasing
result as I have witnessed that students and teachers prepared well for this. NAPLAN data will provide teachers
with essential information regarding student growth and attainment and is particularly important for teachers to
tailor-make their teaching to maximise student learning.
Also, Year 7 -10 students did their Semester I examination and Year 11 students did their half-yearly examination.
Teachers have been busy marking students' scripts and providing feedback to students. Please look out for results
and accompanying feedback as they begin to come home.

At the Australian Islamic College of Sydney, our teachers are passionate about teaching mathematics and have
high expectations of their students. Further, they are confident with the quality of content they deliver and ensure every student is supported and has an opportunity to fulfil their full potential.
We use great tools to teach and help our students learn mathematics. These include using specialised applications/software such as Geogebra, DESMOS and Excel to assist our students in developing a greater understanding
of Mathematics.
Students are given opportunities to extend their interest in Mathematics through activities and competitions such
as the Australian Mathematics Competition. After continuous success in the Australian Mathematics Competition
for the past few years, our Mathematics Department has decided to run this competition once again this year.
The AMC competition will be held from Wednesday 3rd August to Friday 5th August 2022.
There is an emphasis on problem-solving, a valuable life skill, and the questions are designed to be fun for the
student. Years 7 and 8 will be sitting for the Junior division, Years 9 and 10 will be challenging the Intermediate
division, and Years 11 and 12 will take the senior division. This is a 75 minutes’ online test and will be conducted
in school. I encourage all Mathematics students to take part in this competition. The entry fee of $7.50 is payable
to the student's Mathematics teacher before the end of this term.

Mathematics Faculty continued
Ms Sanil Sen
Head of Mathematics
Problem Solving and Maths ...
Make the most of the basics of mental
math. Then, you'll be solving problems
like they're nothing! People face different problems in their daily life every day,
and they need the ability to solve those
problems. To become a successful problem solver, people need to understand
what is expected of the problems they
face. They need the ability to identify all
the details surrounding the problem,
choose to develop an appropriate strategy and carry out the plan in an order that
makes sense to solve the problem eventually.

This is exactly what students are trained to do when they study Maths at the Australian Islamic College of Sydney. Every
maths problem discussed in the classroom encourages students to use many detailed problem-solving methods. Each
problem becomes a small but important lesson for solving all problems in general. For example, to solve algebraic equations in Stage 4, students need to have the knowledge of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. They also need
the skills to order the steps to be carried out and evaluate the results. Their problem-solving skills are developed through
the learning process, which students in other fields can use.

Finally, I thank every department member for their fantastic effort throughout this term. Also, to parents, for supporting
teachers to do their work and equipping students with all the necessities.
If you have any questions throughout the year, please feel free to contact either your child's teacher or send an email to
me at sanils@aics.nsw.edu.au

Science Department
Faaiza Nisha
Head of Science

Assalamualaikum,
Our focus in teaching Science at AICS in Term 2 was to provide our
students with learning experiences that engage them through a variety of enjoyable tasks in preparation for their Semester One exams as
well as the upcoming Science week competitions in Term 3. The
school theme for National Science Week in 2022 is Glass: More than
meets the eye, which is based on the UN International Year of Glass. It will celebrate the many roles that glass plays in our
lives – from phone screens to optical fibre to glassware in labs – plus investigating glass as a part of our sustainable future.
The uses for and intrinsic nature of glass in science make it a suitable topic for investigation across all strands of science
education.

Students are having fun experimenting and Year 12 Biology attended a ‘Kickstart’ program to the University of Sydney to
enhance the HSC Biology syllabus with a workshop that was hands-on and featured equipment and models to aid the understanding of concepts in the fields of genetics, disease diagnosis, biotechnology and genetic engineering. They gained
skills in micropipetting, gel electrophoresis, plasmid design and protein purification amongst others. Students also conducted a field study at the Museum of Human Diseases at the University of New South Wales.

Here are a few experiments that students can try at home in preparation for the
National Science Week 2022:
Shaving cream rain cloud https://www.fizzicseducation.com.au/150science-experiments/water-science-activities/shaving-cream-rainclouds/
Fireworks in a glass https://www.fizzicseducation.com.au/150-scienceexperiments/water-science-activities/fireworks-in-a-glass/
Walking Water https://www.fizzicseducation.com.au/150-scienceexperiments/water-science-activities/walking-water/
Making cornflour slime https://www.fizzicseducation.com.au/150-scienceexperiments/kitchen-chemistry-experiments/making-cornflour-slime/
Fill a balloon with CO2 https://www.fizzicseducation.com.au/150-scienceexperiments/kitchen-chemistry-experiments/fill-a-balloon-with-co2/
Create a milk rainbow https://www.fizzicseducation.com.au/150-scienceexperiments/kitchen-chemistry-experiments/create-a-milk-rainbow/

