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Principal’s Corner
As Salaam Alaikum Warahmatulah Wabarakatu
As we reach the end of 2021 academic year, I would also like to thank all parents and/or caregivers for their support throughout the year. A great deal of what we do in school cannot be achieved without you and your cooperation and backing. Many thanks and we look forward to working more closely with you in the new year.
2021 has been a reasonably successful one despite the disruptions caused by the lockdowns. The teachers and
students have worked really hard to achieve their best they could do under the difficult situations, and we are expecting good internal and external examination results.
Like other years, 2021 has been a very busy year at AICS with a whole range of academic related activities taking
place. A vast majority of students took their studies very seriously and participated fully in various forms of academic and extra-curricular activities. In particular, the positive attitude and high degree of responsibility displayed
by the senior students have both been exemplary. Nearly all students attended classes regularly and worked diligently. The College captains and prefects carried out their duties very responsibly. All these efforts have proven
extremely helpful in improving the overall quality of education and maintaining the good image of the College.
The parents have also played their roles very responsibly by ensuring their children came to school regularly and
punctually, dressed in full uniform. They also made sure that their children came to school fully equipped to do
the required work. All of this supported the efforts of teachers in achieving excellence at school.
I would like to remind parents and caregivers that this year ends on Wednesday 8 th December for students and on
Friday 10th December 2021 for teachers. The School reopens for the first term of 2022 on Tuesday 1 st February
start date for Year 1- 12 and Wednesday 2nd February – start date for Kindergarten.
Finally, I would like to wish all children and teachers who are leaving us at the end of this academic year all the
very best on their journey. I know that the children have all had a great start here and hope that they will go on to
achieve great things in the future. The teachers have made major contributions towards the education of the children and development of the institution. I wish you all the best in your future undertakings.
Thanks once again for your active involvement in making the 2021 school year another successful educational experience in the face of adversities. Have a wonderful summer holiday.
Wassalam
Dr Imam Ali

• 33 Headcorn Street Mount Druitt | 24 Abraham Street Rooty Hill • +61 (02) 9933 6900. • info@aics.nsw.edu.au

Term Dates 2022
Term 1: Tuesday 1st February - Friday 8th April 2022
Tuesday 1st February - start date for Year 1- 12
Wednesday 2nd February – start date for Kindergarten
Staff Professional Development/Pupil Free days: 27th, 28th & 31st January
Autumn Vacation: Saturday 9th April – Sunday 24th April 2022
(10 weeks)
Term 2: Tuesday 26th April 2022 – Thursday 7th July 2022
Anzac Day (Public Holiday)- Monday 25th April
Staff Professional Development/Pupil Free days: Friday 8th July 2022
Winter Vacation: Saturday 9th July 2022 - Sunday 24th July 2022
(11 weeks)
Term 3: Monday 25th July 2022 – Thursday 29th September 2022

Staff Professional Development/Pupil Free days: Friday 30th September 2022
Spring Vacation: Saturday 1st October 2022 – Sunday 16th October 2022
(10 weeks)

Term 4: Monday 17th October 2022 – Thursday 15th December 2022

Staff Professional Development/Pupil Free days: Friday 16th December 2022
Summer Vacation: Saturday 17th December 2022 – Sunday 29th January 2023
(9 weeks)

Head of Junior School
Mr Paddy Smith

Dear Parents and/or caregivers,
It has been a busy few weeks in the Junior School. Students have adapted well to being back in school and the return to face to face learning. This transition has been welcomed by our teachers and students alike! Although we
have not been back long students have been getting stuck into their assessment tasks and exams this week. While
teachers are continuously assessing students in class these formal assessments provide a way for teachers to clearly see how students can apply the knowledge and skills learnt.
Learning from home in Term 3 meant that many classes have missed out on presenting a class assembly this year.
So, to ensure they still have the opportunity to participate the remaining grades will instead be preparing a combined assembly video which will be shared with the other classes as well as parents via Class Dojo. The Year 3, Year
1 and Kindergarten classes are currently working on their items. These assembly videos will be released at the end
of Week 7, 8 & 9 respectively.

Pathways
The teachers are busily putting their class articles together for the 2021 Pathways yearbook. It’s a great representation of all the amazing things our school has done this year from class photos, spelling bees, online sports carnivals, Zooming during lockdown, achievement awards and much more! It will be available to purchase next year.
Currently, we still have some 2020 Pathways available and are currently on special for $5. If you would like to purchase, please have your child bring the correct cash to Mrs Smith in the library.

Junior Library
Ms Helen Smith
Visiting Author – Jodie McLeod 

K-2 enjoyed a read-aloud from our visiting author, Jodie McLeod. The author of ‘Leonard the Lyrebird’ and ‘Lilah the Lyrebird’
gave us insight into her writing and told us to think about a name for the third book that is yet to be finished. We enjoyed the
author’s use of rhyme, integration of real places in the Blue Mountains and descriptions of the unique features of lyrebirds.
The College has purchased 5 copies of each of her books for students to enjoy in the library!
Aspiring author, Zunera (1D) was lucky enough to purchase a copy of each book for herself- which Jodie McLeod even
signed!!

Book Fair 
We held the Scholastic Book Fair and were excited to see all the great books we could buy! Thanks to all those students who
made purchases, allowing the library to keep over $1000 worth of books to add to our collections!

Returning library books 

Overdue notes have been handed out for books that have not been returned to the library. Please ensure you collect up all your library books and return to Mrs Smith in the library. If you have lost a book, please pay the donation to the library to purchase a new copy. If you believe the student has returned the book, they may come to
the library and try to find it on the shelves to then scan properly. Students will continue to be able to borrow up
until week 8 and then all books will need to be returned to the library for the long holiday break.

Kindergarten News
Ms. Kamran

This term Kindergarten learnt about a range of celebrations that are celebrated in Australia such as Australia Day,
Anzac Day and Remembrance Day. Students loved learning about different religious and cultural celebrations as it
gave them an insight into the colourful and bright world of celebrations. Students loved exploring different ways
of celebrating a range of events as they found many similarities between their religious/cultural celebrations and
others.

Students had great fun learning about Anzac Day and its significance. Students exhibited a great understanding of
Anzac Day and its importance through their writing skills. Students displayed great enthusiasm in completing their
Anzac Day information report.

Year 1 News
Ms Aaliyah Ali
Back to school!
Year 1 has been very excited to be back at school this term! All students have been enjoying their time in class learning
new things and catching up with their friends during recess and lunch. In Week 5, Year 1 was visited by a very special author from the Blue Mountains – Jodie McLeod! It was such a special experience as all students got an opportunity to interact with the author and listen to her read her very special book ‘Lilah the Lyrebird’. Students also shared their own experiences of visiting many places in the Blue Mountains. Year 1 has also been very busy learning how to write persuasive texts
this term. They are surely becoming very convincing with their words! It has definitely been a productive few weeks back at
school for Year 1 and it is wonderful to see their smiling faces again!

Year 2 News
Ms Roseanne Villanueva
If you ask the Year 2 students whether they prefer online learning or face-to-face learning, a majority of them will respond
with excitement to be back on campus. The students are happy to be with their peers and teachers once again.
The students have spent some time adjusting back to the classroom environment. Literacy has been a major focus since
returning from online learning. In phonics, the students learnt new skills in creating words with digraphs, blends and silent
e. In guided reading groups, students are practicing their reading comprehension skills. Students have been developing
their narrative writing skills and have been creating some imaginative stories.
The students have never been more excited to get their hands on technology! Their digital literacy skills developed exceptionally during online learning. The students are using their researching skills for Geography as they learn about their connection to countries around the world. They are also using their coding skills in Science to create scripts on Scratch Jr. We
have also been excited to see the amazing development in their typing skills.
The Year 2 teachers look forward to an exciting term ahead!

Year 3 News
Ms Khan
Welcome back to school!

It is wonderful to see the faces of our amazing students back at school. During lockdown they were dearly missed. It was so
heart-warming to see all the wonderful smiles on everyone’s faces to be reunited and back with their peers. The work produced by the students online was phenomenal and they have made their teachers very proud. Since the return to school,
students have been very busy with revision, preparation and the conducting of assessments. We know our students will
make us proud once again with the quality of work they produce. We don’t have long left until the final holidays and during
the few weeks left, we know students are going to have an amazing time as the remainder of the term is jam packed with
lots of exciting thing. Students are very keen and looking forward to the fun run happening at the end of the term. We encourage all parents to assist their children with the fundraiser.

Year 4 News
Ms Naureen
1st Day of School Term 4:

The 25th was the first day of face-to-face learning at
school, it was an exciting day for 4E students.
During the online learning, they did lots of creative activities at home for example they created portraits did
colorings and paintings. They also used recycling materials to make decorations and toys.

Term 4, 1st Assembly:
28th of October Term 4 was our first awards assembly
at school. Students of 4E got many awards.
The students accumulated their points during online
learning by doing excellent work at home.
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Islamic Studies Department
Sh. Younus Shaheed Ali

Assalamu Alaikum WaRahmathullahi WaBarakathuh
The main objective in teaching Arabic involves aspects such as reading, writing, listening, conversing in Arabic, teaching vocabulary and sentence structure to form new sentences with new words. Through these Arabic learning aspects, students are
assisted in improving Arabic conversation skills. Students learn new vocabulary that they can use in their conversations.
When students gain knowledge of sentence structure, it allows them to build new sentences independently.
Reading is an important part in learning Arabic, understanding Arabic words and sentence structure, allowing students to
gain confidence to read in front of others. Whilst the student reads, the teacher observes pronunciation and assists the student to read in reading correctly. Students learn correct Arabic pronunciation by observing how it is worded by mouth, then
practicing pronunciation on their own.
Some of the ways our students at AICS learn Arabic are by listening to Arabic phrases verbally from their teachers and fellow
class peers speaking, by watching Arabic conversation videos, writing Arabic sentences and words, as well as recognizing and
pronouncing individual sounds of Arabic letters.
Year 5 students, during lockdown and Term 4, did various activities to improve Arabic reading, matching Arabic phrases to
the correct visuals, making plural form of words, comprehension by finding appropriate answers in the Arabic text, forming
verbal sentences on the topic of Ramadan by reading a passage on what actions are done in the month of Ramadan.
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Year 5 News
Ms Shantha

In Term Four, Grade Five students have been participating and learning new basketball skills.

Students have been participating enthusiastically
and eagerly learning new skills. After returning
from lockdown, students have been enthusiastic
about playing sport, which they greatly missed
during online learning.

Throughout this unit, they have learned new skills
that they are being assessed on. Skills that they have
been learning are dribbling, passing and shooting.

They have displayed good sportsmanship whilst
learning new skills in basketball this term.

Year 6 News
Ms. Nuzhat Ejaz

What a Year!
In Geography, students have been learning about Global Connections. They have been exploring a variety of Australian connections to the rest of the world.
To enrich students learning experiences and provide them with first hand experience, a Zoom connection was established with a school in Pakistan. On Tuesday 26th October, Beaconhouse School Allama Iqbal Town Campus Lahore was invited to exchange their experiences about their education and school life with the students at AICS. All
Year 6 students and teachers participated in this worthwhile experience. The Pakistani students presented some
useful information about Pakistan and they confidently answered all the questions.
Our students demonstrated that they are keen learners and can benefit from any learning opportunity.
I would like to thank the staff of Beaconhouse School and our IT department for making this unique learning experience possible for all of us.
Now we have an international Buddy Class!

HSIE Department
We are coming to the end of the academic year of 2021. And what a tipsy turvy year we have had. Our students have shown
immense growth, adaptability and resilience throughout the year. They should be proud of their different accomplishments
this year, no matter how big or small they have been.
Years 7-10 recently completed their Semester Two Examinations and eagerly awaiting their results. We have been immensely impressed with all our Stage 4 and Stage 5 students. For many of them being able to navigate from face-to-face teachings,
to remote ICT learning, back to face-to-face teachings has been admirable. They have all come out at the end of the year
knowing they can learn in many different ways, and still be able to have that smile on their face.
This week our year 12 class of 2021 will be starting the HSC examinations. We know they have worked exceptionally hard,
through less ideal learning circumstances and just need to get through this final hurdle of their secondary schooling life. We
wish them well in their future endeavors and we hope they look back on this trying year – believing they can achieve anything.
The 2022 HSC class have started their final year of studies. Many of them will be working hard on their first formal assessment. It is important that they start of their year 12 work with commitment and dedication to their studies, as this start will
help them to strive for success next year. We look forward to seeing what contributions they will make to the academic year
of 2022.
On Monday 8th November, the now Year 12 Legal Studies students participate in an incursion hosted by the NSW Schools
Constitutional Convention. Students participated in a virtual incursion looking at how the Constitution is used to foster the
laws in the state today. The students seemed to be engaged in the incursion and it is hope they found it to be a valuable activity that they can then apply to their studies.

PDHPE Department
Mr. Rafaa Quddusi
Salaam,
A quick update from the PDHPE department, it’s been short and sharp this term.
After returning to face to face learning it could’ve been assumed that the term was going to start of a little sleepy. However,
the energy levels were high and so were attendance levels. We got straight back into exam week and back into sport as usual. Students should be commended for their resilience during these trying times.
A few to look out for next year!
Looking forward to next year we plan on bringing back external school sports. Girls from years 7 to 10 who are interested in
swimming should look to purchase Islamic appropriate swimwear over the holidays. As we are planning on running a swimming program for the girls during sport in term 1.
Our School will also be forming school sport teams for Cricket, Soccer and Basketball. These teams will be formed at the start
of the year with regular training sessions for both skill and technique. We will look to enter the teams into tournaments once
they are ready to compete. We will also be entering tournaments for other sports when they arise (Volleyball, oz-tag, touch
footy and hockey).
Sporting relationships; We have formed a relationship with a local independent school, with whom we will be competing
against once a term in a GALA day sports tournament, and we look forward to also forming relationships with other schools
Higher level competition, we are always looking for avenues to push our students further in both academia and sport. As
such, we are looking to be part of a district sports carnival, which was cancelled this year due to Covid. This opportunity will
be given to the highest performing athletic students in our school sports carnival.

Visual Arts Department
Ms. Sandy Auduong

Year 7 & 8 Visual Arts update
What a busy term 4 we have had so far! Now that the Semester II Visual Arts exam is over, we are able to concentrate on the students Artmaking. Artistic practice goes beyond the physical activities of just making Art but also
include influences, ideas, materials as well as tools and skills used by studying traditional and also modern Artists.
This term the year 8 students are completing their Pop Art food sculptures originally inspired by Claes Oldenburg,
Wayne Thiebaud and Andy Warhol for science week 2020.

All year 7 & 8 students will be transferring their geometric Islamic colour pencil drawings (see some of the fabulous designs below) onto a canvas and painting their design. This painting is an extension from our term 3 online
topic where the students learnt about geometric Islamic Mosque designs, colour theory, what makes a good composition and contemporary Islamic Artists such as eL Seed, Anila Quayyum Agha and Zarah Hussain.

We will be spending the last few weeks of term 4 learning how to use the WACOM graphics tablets and Adobe
Photoshop to create digitally drawn portraits inspired by the Fauvist Art movement focusing especially on Artists
Henri Matisse and Ernst Ludwig Kirchner.
All students will be able to take their Artmaking objects home at the end of this term to display at home and keep
as a wonderful memory of Visual Arts class throughout 2021.

