AICS Connect
AUSTRALIAN ISLAMIC COLLEGE OF SYDNEY NEWSLETTER
17th September 2021 | Volume 1, Issue 9

aicsnsw

Principal’s Corner
Assalamualaikum parent(s) and/ or caregiver(s),
I write to inform you that I have returned as the Principal of AICS on the request of the Board. It is a
pleasure to lead the College amongst committed and respectful students, dedicated staff and supportive parents and caregivers. Previously, I enjoyed the full support of the College community and look
forward to similar support again.
As we approach the end of a rather disruptive third term, I would like to take this opportunity to thank
every parent and caregiver for the support they have given to their child/children and to the College.
The spirit and resilience you have demonstrated this year, and particularly during the third term, which
was marked by lockdown and online teaching has been admirable.
Despite the inconvenience faced by teachers and other staff we have managed to complete most of
the academic activities we expected to cover on the basis of the NSW curriculum.
All classes have completed the required number of assessment tasks and the school reports have
been distributed via SEQTA.
Year 12 students have completed their trial examinations. Teachers will be available to provide further
assistance to prepare them for their HSC examinations. More details about this will be provided in the
near future. The Year 11 students are completing their final examinations this week.
I would like to thank everyone for their patience, perseverance and dedicated efforts in making a rather unsettling third term of the 2021 school year a successful one.
Third Term Holidays
The third term ends on Friday 17th September 2021.
Term 4 commences on Tuesday 5th October. Students will continue with online learning until notified
otherwise.
Holiday Office Hours
During the holidays (20st September to 1st October) the school office will open between 9.00 am to
2.00 pm from Monday to Friday.
I wish all the parents, teachers and children a safe and pleasant spring holidays.
Wassalam
Dr Imam Ali
Principal
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Head of Junior School
Mr Paddy Smith
Dear Parents,
We have made it to the end of a very challenging term! On behalf of all of the Junior School staff I would like to thank all
the parents and carers for your outstanding efforts. The determination and perseverance of parents and teachers alike has
ensured that our students have continued in their learning journeys. While this looked very different we have guaranteed
that students have covered the required content and built the necessary skills to confidently move into Term 4. Along the
way students have had the opportunity to participate lots of engaging activities such as writing workshops, R U OK? Day,
Book Week and sports day. By now you would have all received your child’s Interim Report as well as their assessment
marks and feedback. These can all be access through our parent portal on SEQTA Engage. Please be sure to discuss these
with your child’s teacher at parent teacher interviews which are to be conducted via Zoom. If you can’t make it on the day
our teachers will be more than happy to arrange a time to meet at a later date. Looking to Term 4 we turn our attention an
eventual return to face to face teaching and learning and finishing the year on a high note. Finally, I would like to wish all
students and families a safe and restful break. See you in Term 4!

R U OK? Day
Ms Shaiza Kemp
R U OK? Day is held nationally in Australia each year on the second Thursday of September. The aim of R U OK? Day is to engage Australians to connect with people in the community they may have concerns about, encouraging them to have conversations that can help others through difficult times in their lives.
Term 3 has been especially challenging for students to stay connected with peers like they would on a normal basis when on
campus. On Thursday September 9th, 2021, the students from Kindergarten to Year 12 participated in R U OK? Day activities.
Students explored ways to be a good friends, learned skills on how to start conversations with people they are worried
about, and engaged in activities that helped them feel connected, supported and uplifted by peers.
Activities ranged from creating posters and comics, to completing surveys, sharing uplifting quotes, presentations of the spoken word about helping others and random acts of kindness around the house. Enjoy these work samples of various students:

Junior Library
Ms Helen Smith
Premier’s Reading Challenge
The PRC has now finished for the year! Our K-2 have completed their PRC
prior to lockdown, with Mrs Smith in the library and some year 3-4 students worked extra hard to finalise their challenge during lockdown. Our
statistics show a great increase in having more students complete their
challenge as well as achieve a Gold certificate for 4 years in a row of competition. All students will receive their challenge certificates at the end of
the year.

K-2 online library read-alouds
K-2 have been given the opportunity to listen to a picture book read aloud by Mrs Smith. Students have then been given an
optional activity to extend from the story. Check out these great works!

Mini Writing Festival
During week 8, we participated in the Mini-Writing Festival. We heard from a different author each day and engaged in creative writing activities all around the Book Week theme of ‘Old Worlds, New worlds, Other Worlds’. Students challenged
themselves to describe unique settings, detailed characters and interesting plots. Check out Omer’s (3E) amazing introduction for his story:

Kahoot Character Challenges
Students were tested with their knowledge about different characters of PRC books. It was a great effort by all! Here’s our
top scorers for each great:
Kinder

Sumaya A. (KB)

Year 3

Zahrah T (3B)

Year 1

Abdul H. (1A)

Year 4

Eman A. (4D)

Year 2

Lina M. (2A)

Creative book covers
Students were shown how to use the App, ‘PicCollage’ to alter a book cover and add themselves as the main character!

K-2 Caught reading at home!
Some great reading happening at our homes! We read to keep our brains learnings and also for enjoyment! It’s great to see
our students sharing reading with their siblings!

Book Character Parade
An array of colourful and creative costumes were seen this year! Students did an amazing job of creating a costume to represent a book character! Here’s just some of the wonderful costumes…

Even our teachers got dressed up!

Zooming with Mrs Smith
During book week, Mrs Smith was able to drop in the zoom of every class to surprise them with a quick game! Students enjoyed guessing the characters of

the books Mrs Smith had.

Early Stage One Coordinator
Ms Shafia Malak
Assalamualaikum Parents,
During such unprecedented and uncertain times, there are a few things that are vital; 1) Remaining positive, 2) Keeping
an open mind and, 3) Teamwork! That is always the reason we as teachers are able to get so much done in a term. This
term has been a true testament of that! This term we began another learning journey online due to COVID-19. This
resulted in students, parents, teachers, and educators from all over NSW facing the same challenge as one unified
team. We have to thank each parent or parental figure that stepped up this term to help our students and your children adopt the same attitude and thus making online learning the success that it is.
With that, let’s review what we managed to achieve and celebrate in one school term which is 10 weeks or 50 school
days. In Kindergarten, we have;
 celebrated Pyjama Day
 celebrated Eid-al-Adha
 learnt many more sight words
 celebrated 100 Days of Kindergarten
 learnt how to draw through directed drawing sessions
 completed many Reading Eggs tasks
 tried many recipes in our procedural writing unit
 shared many Zoom sessions together
 went on a virtual excursion to a rainforest in Mt. Gambier
 learnt about patterns, measurement, solid and flat shapes
 lost many baby teeth
 celebrated Father’s Day
 completed our Term 3 assessments
 explored our local parks and playgrounds
 celebrated many birthdays
 practiced mindfulness
 almost caught a dinosaur in our classrooms (it’s a Kinder thing!)
 celebrated R U OK? Day
 celebrated Book Week
 participated in Sports Day
Gosh! What a term!
As we reach the end of an unusual and incredibly busy term, I would
like to wish all of you a safe and happy break! I hope you take the time
to recharge and rejuvenate, Inshallah. I know am looking forward to
slowing my pace, playing boardgames with my family and a few sleepins.

Kindergarten News
Ms Kirstie Parkes
Kindergarten were not going to allow Covid to hinder their Book Week celebrations this year and so on Friday 10th September 2021, Kindergarten concluded their first Book Week by dressing up as their favourite book character which they
shared during their class Zoom lesson.
Students were also provided with a range of picture books that they could listen to and choose an activity related to each
book. It was great to see the diverse activities that students chose and the different interpretations of each task.
Throughout the week, Mrs Smith made surprise visits to the Kindergarten Zoom lessons where she played a game called
guess the character from the picture book. Students had a fabulous time and it was great to see so many smiles and hear
so much laughter.

Abdurrazaq (KE) dressed as a robot
from the book "Welcome to your
Awesome Robot."

Owais (KC) dressed as the ‘Mad
Hatter’ from the book “Alice in
Wonderland.”

Nuvairah Aisha (KD) dressed as the
‘The Queen of Hearts’ from the
book “Alice in Wonderland.”

Stage One Coordinator
Ms Roseanne Villanueva
Dear Stage One parents,
What a wonderful, exciting and challenging Term 3! The Stage One
team appreciates the efforts of students and parents during this
challenging time. The parents and teachers have worked together
harmoniously to help students adjust to their new normal. Your
endless support has not gone unnoticed! Over the course of Term 3,
the teachers dedicated a lot of time to online learning. Here are
some of our teaching highlights:
 Creating quality Literacy and Numeracy videos to encourage
independent study.
 Incorporating fun activities and games into our Daily Planners.
 Supporting parents and students through Zoom classes.
 Creating fun and interactive online assessments.
 Running fun R U OK? Day and Book Week activities.
In return, the students have shown that they are dedicated, strong
and resilient during this challenging time. It may not always seem
like it, but here are some of the amazing skills your children have
developed during online learning:
 Perseverance
 Digital literacy
 Communication
 Collaboration
 Project development
These skills are the beginning steps for developing digital citizens. Think of this time as preparation for their future world
in technology-based careers. We hope that you have a safe, relaxing and enjoyable holiday break.

Year 1 News
Ms Saba Shujauddin
Year One has been working very hard while online learning this term! In our Daily Tasks, we have been doing a range of
activities. In Science we have been learning all about mixtures and students have become junior scientists, recording videos of themselves conducting amazing experiments. In Drama we have been acting and miming, learning how we can communicate and convey messages without speaking and by only using actions. In Writing, students have been learning how to
write Information Reports and have been writing amazing reports! In PDH, students created ‘emotion’ masks as we have
been learning about our feelings and emotions. Our masks helped us express and recognise different emotions. In Week 9
students participated in R U OK? Day where we dressed in yellow for
our Zoom meeting and completed special tasks for the day. In Week 9 we also
celebrated Book Week 2021 when we
got to dress up in our book week costumes and did lots of fun Book Week
activities! Well done to Year One for
working hard, attending zoom lessons
and having a positive attitude each day
during online learning! The Year One
teachers are very proud of our students.

Year 2 News
Ms Hasiba Yosufi
It’s now drawing to the end of Term 3, which only
means one thing – school holidays! The Year 2
teachers are very proud of the quality work that
has been submitted on Edmodo by our students.
In Week 8, Year 2 participated in the Mini-Writing
Festival Workshop, which was based on the 2021
Book Week theme: “Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds”. Students had the opportunity to observe how published authors construct a piece of
writing. The workshop encouraged students to express their creativity by writing a well-structured,
entertaining piece of writing.
Students learned how to inform an audience and
explored new worlds as a reporter. Students took
their imaginations to old worlds, new worlds or
others worlds as they generated ideas to use in
their own story. They created imaginative settings
for their chosen characters, built a character profile and described items that have arrived from
other worlds using spectacular descriptive words.
We cannot wait to see students write creatively in
Term 4!

Stage Two Coordinator
Mr Daniel Ferrin
Term 3 has been a challenging term to say the least, but what has been most impressive is throughout these trying times,
Stage 2 students have continued to meet, and frequently excel, at all the tasks set out for them. I’ve heard wonderful
feedback from all the Stage Two teachers about the fantastic work their students’ have presented. In addition, the overall
quality and level of effort presented throughout the assessment period has been astounding and I would like to congratulate all our wonderful students on their remarkable achievements.

We’ve certainly had some memorable moments, whether it be quality student submission every day, wonderful Zoom
Meeting interactions, R U Ok Day and Book Week. The students have really shone in this time and we are so impressed by
everything they accomplish every day.
Finally, a tremendous thank you to all the amazing parents of our Stage 2 students for all your ongoing support, for your
child and also for the teachers. This has been a unique experience for all of us and none of it would have been possible
without your tireless efforts.
And although we won’t be seeing you in class for a while yet, all your Stage 2 teachers miss you and can’t wait to be back
in the classroom as soon as we can.
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Year 3 News
Ms Christine Souma
Year 3 have worked very hard throughout Term 3 from home and that has taken motivation and dedication. During this
term we have celebrated R U OK Day? and both teachers and students had opportunities to check in on each other and
the students were reminded of what being a good friend looks like by watching a video about friendship. They also completed a daily schedule displaying acts of kindness and created their own comic related to the theme of R U OK?
Year 3 also participated in the online Writing Festival and Book Week activities which also included dressing up in character costumes on our Zoom call meetings. Students introduced themselves in character and enjoyed using the skills they
have learnt during Drama this term to stay in character!

Year 4 News
Ms Donelle Nepomuceno
What a Term 3 it has been. As the “seniors” of
Junior School, on behalf of the students from
Kindergarten to Year Four, the students of Year
Four give a heartfelt thanks to all the teachers
for their hard work, support and dedication to
provide them the best learning experiences and
activities while online. Thanks is also given to
their parents for their assistance to complete
online tasks at home. It’s been a challenging
term for all of us, but… WE MADE IT! Proof that
“Teamwork makes the dream work!”
Not being able to go to school every day and be
in the classrooms and play with their peers was
not fun for many students. Of course, they all
missed their friends. Thankfully, technology
these days not only allows us to learn in new
ways, but also play and have fun. Seeing their
friends and classmates online on Zoom every
morning was definitely a highlight during online
learning this term. Teachers did what they could
to make these meeting not only instructive, but
fun and enjoyable too.
It’s still unknown what Term 4 will bring. Whatever circumstances arise, Year Four will keep trying their best to continue
their learning. And after all that has been achieved this term, it’s clear that together… we can do this.
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Head of Middle School
Mr Mohammed Riaaz Ali
Assalamu Alaykum
Dear parents/caregivers,
All praises to Allah (SWT), the most compassionate and the most merciful. I am very grateful and proud of our students,
teachers and parents for a successful remote teaching and learning program for the entire term 3. It was not easy but the
resilience of everyone got us the laurels.
Our students deserve a break and the end of term 3 school holidays are good opportunities for our students to take care
of their mental health and wellbeing. Even though we are in lockdown but the Blacktown City Council has put together
spring activities for these school holidays. Use the link below to participate in these activities.
https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/News-Media/2021-Spring-School-Holiday-Guide
Despite the challenges due to COVID-19 and the lockdown restrictions, our students have completed term 3 assessments
online and the teaching and learning program for term 3. Interim reports will be available on SEQTA engage from Tuesday
14th September for parents to access their child’s academic report. Zoom Online parent-teacher interviews are scheduled
for Friday 17th September from 9am to 5pm. A letter providing the details about the interview and how to make a booking
has been emailed to parents on Monday 13th September.
Term 4 will also begin with online teaching and learning program. The first day of online learning in term 4 will be Tuesday
5th October. If there are any changes in the return to school program for term 4 made by the NSW Premier then parents
will be notified accordingly. Below is the structure of online teaching and learning program for start of term 4 for middle
school.

Y5&6 Program structure
3 sessions per day. Morning literacy session, middle numeracy session and afternoon 2KLA session.
1 mandatory task highlighted and linked to attendance for literacy session.
1 mandatory task highlighted and linked to attendance for numeracy session.
1 mandatory task highlighted and linked to attendance for only 1 KLA out of the 2 KLA’s.
Other optional tasks are posted for those students who wish to push themselves.
2 Zoom sessions per day for additional support and interaction.
Islamic and Arabic tasks posted at the beginning of the week and submission required at the end of the week plus zoom
sessions. Zoom sessions for Quran.
Y7&8 Program structure
Year 7 and 8 will follow the 3 session per day timetable. Each session being 100-minutes long (equivalent of a normal double period). The times of each of these sessions are listed below:
Session 1: 9:00am - 10:40am
Session 2: 11:00am - 12:40pm
Session 3: 1:00pm - 2:40pm
Work to be completed for the day will continue to be posted by teachers at the beginning of each morning and Zoom sessions enabling direct teacher-student interactions will continue to be held at the beginning of each timetabled session.
Students are to be aware that these timetables will be in effect at the beginning of Term 4 Week 1 (5 th October), starting
with Week A in the fortnightly cycle.

The requirement is that everyday students view the Edmodo group for each session they would have on that day and complete the task set by their teacher, submitting their work by 11:59pm that night using the submission box. If a student does
not submit work in any session, that subject teacher will mark them as ‘’non-participation’’ and explanation needs to be
provided by parents as to why the student did not do the work. Each session teachers also conduct longer zoom sessions at
the beginning of each session and information including the link about these sessions are posted on Edmodo everyday by
the subject teacher to provide student-teacher interaction, check-up on students’ progress, answer student questions and
access audio-video lessons. YouTube links may also be provided on Edmodo for video lessons. Teachers are available for the
entire session to help out students.
All middle school students (Y5 – 8) are required to complete and submit at least the mandatory tasks from all 3 sessions and
non-submission of 1 or more task will lead to the student being marked absent.
There are only 3 tasks to submit and the work is very reasonable. Teachers are present online during lesson times and zoom
sessions are also conducted where students can ask for further help regarding the work. Students are given extended time
until 11.59pm to complete and submit their work. It is the responsibility of the student and parent to ensure that at least
mandatory work is submitted in the online submission boxes for every class.
If your child is having difficulties accessing the work left by teachers or is experiencing any other issues, please do not hesitate to contact Head of Middle School via the email address middle@aics.nsw.edu.au

Middle/ Senior School Library
Mrs Shamyla Anjum
Premiers Reading Challenge
PRC closed with 911 students completed from AICS K-10 and 213 students’ participation from middle school in 2021. We had
a great participation under lockdown situation using ebooks platforms for reading PRC books. Our Student did a great job.
Students will receive their PRC Certificate by the end of the year.
Mini Writing Festival
We finally held Mini Writing incursion for all our Yr5-6 students during week 8 of the term. Students participated well along
with their class teachers to make this event successful. I have included some student’s work Samples for you to see.

5C

5B
5A

6A

5E
5D

6C

6B

6D

Year 5 News
Miss Hannah Strang
This term has been an extremely challenging time for students, parents, and teachers. However, the grade 5 students
have shown great perseverance and determination and have interacted with the online learning platform well. Over the
course of term 3, students have learnt about a variety of different topics including informative writing in English, forces in
science, migration in History and healthy eating in PDH. Throughout week 8, everyone took part in the Mini Writing Festival, which was a fantastic opportunity for students to engage with the 2021 Book Week theme and improve their writing
skills. Many students really excelled at the daily writing tasks Students also celebrated National R U OK? Day in week 9. It
was great to see students working hard on their activities and wearing yellow to support the significant National Day of
Action. hope all students enjoy their very well-deserved upcoming school holiday break. Stay safe!

Year 6 News
Ms Nuzhat Ejaz

Although it was all online, term 3 was full of fun activities. Students have shown significant growth in online learning as this
pandemic has forced teachers and students to learn new skills.
Year 6 students participated in the Mini Writing Festival during which, they were exposed to the writing styles of many accomplished authors. Students learnt and practiced a range of language features in their writing to become better writers.
In Science, students learnt about electricity. A Zoom Session about Electricity Safety was organised with Endeavour Energy
Australia. All students and Year 6 teachers participated in the interactive session. Students learnt about electricity safety
and what to do in dangerous situations. During question answer session our students demonstrated an outstanding level of
competence in reflecting what they had learnt. It was rewarding to see our students appreciated by outside moderators.
There were a variety of interesting Visual Arts online activities that students were fascinated with and they impressed their
teachers with their outstanding work. Rock painting, Sculptures and Land Art were some of our favourite activities.
As much as the teachers enjoyed planning these activities, students took these activities to another level of achievement.
Well done Year 6 students!

Visual Arts—Year 7 & 8
Ms Sandy Auduong
During week 9 our Visual Arts students learnt about monochrome photography. The beauty of taking black and white
photos is that it removes any distraction of colour and helps the viewer focus on other aspects of the photo, such as the
subject, the textures, shapes, patterns and the overall composition. Students used the concept of 'shadows all around us'
to give the audience a snapshot of their world during COVID19. The students were asked to use natural and artificial
lighting to enhance the shadows and embrace contrast in tonal design. This exercise encouraged the students to see that
there is beauty and mystery all around us especially lurking in the shadows and silhouettes of everyday objects.
For a showcase of many of the wonderful Artworks submitted this term. Please click on this video link https://youtu.be/
uIigXseHW6k

Head of Senior School
Omer Faruk
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
We have come to the end of yet another busy school term. I would like to take this opportunity to thanks our teachers for
their selfless commitment to their students during these difficult times. I also commend our students for their ongoing
efforts throughout the remote learning process.
Year 12 Trial Examinations
Due to the current Level 4 Plus lockdown in our LGA, all HSC Trial Examinations were conducted online via Zoom and the
Exam.net platforms during weeks 6-8.
During weeks 9 and 10, students had an opportunity to receive feedback on their Trial exams and prepare for their upcoming HSC exams. Our Year 12 cohort has now officially completed their Year 12 classes. However, due to the pushback
of the HSC Exam to November, students have a long period of self-preparation. To help our students better prepare, we
have scheduled a 4 week after school program where students have access to their teachers. We strongly advise our students to utilise this time wisely and stay on top of their studies.

Year 12 Graduation
Once again, due to the current lockdowns, we were not able to hold a Year 12 graduation for our Year 12 students. However, on 15.09.2021, Year 12 students were addressed by their Principal Dr Imam Ali via a Zoom conference call to conclude their schooling at AICS and commend them for their efforts. We are currently planning an official graduation and
award ceremony for top achievers in early Term 4. Parents will be notified in writing of the details of the upcoming event.
Subject Selections
Subject selections for Stage 5 & Stage 6 will be held early Term 4. We are currently revising the subjects to be offered
within the current campus. Students will receive information booklets on the subjects that are offered, furthermore,
there will be information session by teachers to discuss the details of the subjects and answer any questions that students may have.

Head of Senior School
Omer Faruk

Interim Report
Interim report outcomes have been adjusted to align with remote learning. Term 3 Interim Reports are now complete
and distributed to parents via SEQTA Engage. The updated report outcomes are as follows:
Responds to feedback given
How often does the student respond to feedback given? This can be demonstrated in their work the following lesson/
task or come in the form of follow up questions, comments or conversations during Zoom.
Responds to feedback given
How often does the student respond to feedback given? This can be demonstrated in their work the following lesson/
task or come in the form of follow up questions, comments or conversations during Zoom.
Completes and submits online tasks
How often does the student submit the required 3 daily tasks for classes, weekly tasks for Arabic & Islam or complete
their Quran Zoom tasks?
Demonstrates quality work
How often does the student submit work that shows they have completed their work in a way that shows care, effort,
and conscientiousness?
Attends online sessions when required
How often the student attend online sessions for your class? These can be your daily Zoom sessions for class teachers
and Zoom sessions for Quran.

Is an active learner
How often does the student engage in the online learning tasks available to them? This could include daily Zoom sessions, daily class Zooms (1:1 or group), quizzes, videos, workshops, competitions, activities as well as daily compulsory
tasks.

Term 4 Class Structure
We are currently in a Level 4 Plus lockdown LGA. Therefore, Term 4 will be online teaching and learning. The current
class structure is as follows:
3x 100 minute daily sessions.
Session 1: 9:00am - 10:40am
Session 2: 11:00am - 12:40pm
Session 3: 1:00pm - 2:40pm
If our LGA is reduced to a Level 3 Lockdown, then we would expect a staggered return to school in the following dates.
From 1 November – Year 11
From 8 November – Year 9 and 10
Term 4 commences on Tuesday, 5th of October 2021

English Department
Sufyan Badar
Read in the name of thy Lord who taught by the pen: [He] taught the human being what he did not know.” (96:1-5).
Reading is the basis of all knowledge. Reading is not just about connecting letters to form words, sentences, paragraphs, pages or books. That’s just the tip of it. We want you to read the fine print, to read between the lines, to read
the writing on the wall. English is grounded in a set of rules, but learning English is about going well beyond the rules.
English at AICS is about developing self-confidence in your ability to express, to convince, to connect.
Term 3 presented students with opportunities for such reading and expression; students across all stages undertook
studies in film or drama and discovered innovative ways to deliver a message. Where Year 7 forayed into the world of
The Honey Spot, Year 8 beheld the fantastical world of Edward Scissorhands. Whilst Year 9 broke down the stereotypes
in Bend it Like Beckham, our Year 10 students got hands on experience co-directing their own film trailers! Our senior
students rolled up their sleeves and fine-tuned their skills in critical thinking and analysis. English teachers were consistently blown away by the sheer talent that exists in our student body, some of which has been captured below for
your consideration.
For Book Week 2021, students put on a dazzling display of book cover redesigns, cooking their favourite characters,
composing blackout poetry and guessing teacher selfies. Dozens of students registered their interest for the Film Competition 2021, the entries for which are due in early Term 4, so keep your eye peeled for that!
For our HSC students, our words will forever fall short. None of your teachers had to go through what you are going
through today, that is a fact. We understand it might feel like an incredible weight on your shoulders and the constant
lack of certainty surrounding your final exams may exacerbate things, but to you we say: soldier on. One foot in front
of the other, and just soldier on. Remember that if you are facing this predicament then so are the other 76,399 Year
12 students across NSW. Do your best and let Allah (swt) do the rest.
On that note, I thank and offer my most heartfelt of gratitude to the wonderful members of staff that together constitute the English Department: Ms. Sullivan, Ms. Aziz, Ms. Najjaro and Ms. Younis. Thank you for the endless hours of
planning, preparation, teaching, monitoring and reporting. Your efforts are what drives this department and it is an
absolute honour working alongside such talented and committed teachers.
Sure, remote learning is a challenge, but look on the bright side: more quality time having lunch with your parents;
more exposure to the kind of digital learning that lay ahead in college and university; doing school work from the comfort of your homes; being in control of your school day; and of course, having a real story to tell your kids when they
ask you what being a COVID-19 schoolkid was all about! Live it up people, live it up!

Enjoy your break and we look forward to having you all back in Term 4.

English Department
Ms Younis & Ms Najarro
Stage 4 English
We all thought last year’s lockdown was hard! Little did we know that the school and students would be challenged and
adjusting to remote learning yet again. After 3 months of remote learning, I am proud to say the Year 7 students have
worked incredibly well during this time. This term’s unit is designed to extend their knowledge through a close study of
the play, ‘Honey Spot’ by Jack Davis. Students learned about dramatic techniques, characterisation, and the staging of a
play. This unit was designed to focus on students speaking and drama skills through performing the play. Year 7 students
took on this challenge, collaborating with their peers and performing at home for their assessment task. They have
worked hard and produced amazing performance videos!
This term Year 8 have delved into the world of film, studying Edward Scissorhands by Tim Burton. Directors make specific
choices when creating a film, using particular camera angles and shots to convey meaning. Year 8 have learnt about film
techniques and have enjoyed applying these new skills when analysing scenes. Students have discovered that there is
more than what we initially see on the surface. They have learnt how films help us to understand human nature and society’s flaws, they challenge our assumptions and can change our views. They can help us to better understand our own
lives, the lives of those around us and even how our society and culture operate. Learning to analyse film via remote
learning had its challenges, however Year 8 adapted and continued to apply themselves to their learning, majority joining
Zoom sessions for film discussions. Year 8 completed many activities throughout the term, here are a couple of examples
of their artistic portrayal of their own neighbourhood.

Ishaa Adnan 8A

Saabir Mulla 8C

Stage 5 English
Year 9 is that critical juncture in a high schoolers life in which they are propelled into worlds that are as enticing as they
are instructive. So far this year, students have crafted compelling pieces of imaginative writing, took on the challenge of
Shakespearean drama and offered insightful comparative analyses of film and novel studies.
In Term 3 students investigated the way individuals and communities are represented within texts. We completed a comparative study on Bend it like Beckham & A Bridge to Wiseman’s Cove. Students developed their skills in critical essay
writing and were given the opportunity to question, challenge and evaluate cultural assumptions and identity in the texts.
These discussions were highly engaging, relevant and insightful. Exploring themes of family, preconceptions, belonging
and identity also allowed students to relate it to their everyday lives. Students were able to reflect on their own experiences and society as a whole.
Year 10 have completed a module about the Horror genre. While some students have not always enjoyed watching

English Department
horror trailers to help us learn about the common elements of this genre, they have done a fantastic job creating examples of the different of the aspects of horror and have written some brilliant horror stories of their own.
We know it has been a challenging time to work together but we are sure they will have been able to create, what we
hope will be, some outstanding examples of everything they have learned so far.
Ms. Sullivan, Ms. Aziz and Mr. Badar

Asiya El-Dannaoui 10I

Rosanna Anaquita 9C

Stage 6 English
Stage 6 English offers a means of academic excellence and an opportunity for students to broaden their intellectual
horizons.
Year 11 students studied the Shakespearean play Othello for English Advanced, which they were lucky enough to witness a dramatic representation of, at Parramatta’s Riverside Theatre, mere days before the state went into lockdown.
English Standard students also explored drama, diving right into The Seven Stages of Grieving, analysing key dramatic
features of the play and expressing their personal interpretation of its meaning and importance. As our Year 11s return
at the other end of this two week break as Year 12 students, embarking on the final year of their secondary education,
we wish them all the very best!
Our Year 12 students have demonstrated tenacity and drive by undertaking their HSC Trial Exams during these precarious times. They embarked on the last leg of the race that began some 13 years ago and did so with tremendous resolve. The HSC Standard and Advanced Courses both culminated with the completion of The Craft of Writing Module
which saw the students contribute imaginative, discursive, persuasive and informative pieces of writing that were both
captivating and insightful. We are confident that our Year 12s will bring the best versions of themselves to whatever
challenges lay ahead.

Mathematics Department
Mr Sanil Sen
Assalamualaikum
I would like to start with my sincere commendations to the parents for their support and patience during this term. Despite the challenges and limitations of remote learning and teaching, our students and teachers did not stop learning.
Teachers used various methods to deliver their lessons in order to make learning as easy as possible. Our school adapted
Edmodo and zoom to deliver lesson across to students at home.
More than 100 students took part in online Australian Mathematics Competition this term. The results will be out in Term 4
and I am hopeful of few distinction and credit awards as always.
As we are coming towards the end of this term, students are
busy with their assessment tasks. All year 7 to 10 Mathematics
students were challenged with an investigation task. They used
mathematical ideas and techniques to analyse and solve practical
problems using every day examples.
Moving on to seniors, Year 11 students are doing their online Yearly Examinations and Year 12 appeared for their Trial examinations. Despite all the uncertainties around, students and teachers in mathematics department worked incredibly
hard over past few weeks. May I take this opportunity to wish all year 12 students all the very best with their HSC examinations and in their future endeavors.
Year 11 Mathematics Advanced – Designing Roller Coasters using functions on DESMOS

The Year 11 Mathematics Advanced class was tasked with designing a track for a new roller coaster to be built. They were
to apply their knowledge of functions, including the shapes of graphs, translations, continuity, differentiability and derivatives to construct one smooth, exciting track.
The students used the online graphing tool DESMOS to display their tracks, making dozens of tweaks to their designs along
the way. Below are a just a few of the fantastic submissions by the students.
The Soul Rider

The Firekeeper’s Tracks

Brisky Berserker
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PDHPE Department
Salaam readers,
Another term has come to a close, what started of as a few weeks of lockdown turned into an entire term! Again like last
year, it was a confusing and challenging time, but our students are slowly turning into quite a resilient bunch.
Although there were a few distractions this term, we achieved quite a lot in senior high school. Our HSC class completed
their trail examination, our year 11’s completed the prelim course and are now transitioning into their final year of school,
the year 10 students gave speeches online and applied for jobs as astronauts and fireman and our year 9’s worked perfecting their diets and delivering coaching lessons all from a remote setting. In middle school, the year 7 students showed
their creativity with video submissions, while the year 8’s worked on extremely valuable mental health skills that they can
hopefully impart to all those around them. Especially during this tough lockdown period. We in the PDHPE team have been
doing our best to engage with students and parents during remote teaching and learning, and we appreciate all those who
have also reached out themselves. I encourage all students to continue to attend their classes and engage with their teacher
and peers, it is important that we don’t fall behind during this period. Mr Rafaa Quddusi
In term 3, year 7 has explored strategies to make informed decisions. Throughout this unit, students learnt about the classification of drugs and evaluated the effects of drug use on health and wellbeing. For their formal practical assessment, students created an explanatory video. This assessment required students to creatively, and cohesively communicate with an
audience to demonstrate the rules, and skills of a sport that they have participated in during semester 1. In year 8, students
have been learning about the impact of mental health on an individual’s wellbeing. Students explored the role of belonging,
connectedness, stress, loss, and grief, as influences on young people’s mental health. For their formal assessment, students
developed resources to educate and address misconceptions through promoting positive attitudes about mental health. For
practical lessons, students in stage 4 and 5 have engaged in varied cardiovascular and muscular based exercises aimed at
improving their strength, stamina, and overall health and wellbeing. Amongst these lessons, students participated in recreational sports and Olympic themed lessons to commemorate the recent Tokyo 2020 Olympics. Ms Christine Hindeleh
Term 3, while challenging, has been an important Term for several reasons. Year 11 students have completed the final components of the Preliminary Course. As we assist our year 11 students to transition into the HSC Course next term, we encourage the students to continue to apply themselves and keep the momentum going. Term 3 has also been important for
our Year 9 and 10 students as that they have completed their final formal assessment tasks before their upcoming yearly
examinations. The PDHPE department would like to thank all students for their persistence and endurance during this pandemic, and we hope to continue to strive for success in our final term of schooling. Mr Serkan Emik
A few highlights from online learning:

HSIE Department
As we near the end of Long Term 3, the teachers of the HSIE department would
like to congratulation the AICS students on their attitude, adaptability and resilience during this time of remote learning. We know it is not the best way for our
students to learn, but it is good to know that you all have tried hard to complete
the work and activities allocated to the best of their ability. I would also like to
acknowledge the hard work of the HSIE department, who have worked tirelessly
throughout this term to adapt their teaching and learning activities and informal
tasks make online learning as accessible as possible for our student to be engaged
and continue to learn.

This Term students have been engaged in a range on online learning - from being
participating in Kahoots to demonstrate their understanding of the content they
have learned, to creation of timelines and visual displays that help students to
organise their notes into an easy display. These activities have been designed to
help students in their assessment tasks and study for Semester 2 examinations
next term. HSIE Teacher also ensured that they provided students opportunities
to seek instructions, clarification, and assistance through the use of video Zoom lessons.

