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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

Assalamu  Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatahu 

We have now come to the end of an eventful, rewarding and successful first semester of 2018. The 
students participated in various forms of academic activities. The Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students took 
part in the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). All students, from 
both primary and secondary schools, have just completed their Semester One examinations and 
assessments.  

The first semester reports for all students will be prepared between now and the end of the second 
term holidays and issued during parent-teacher interviews early next term. The results of the 
NAPLAN will be distributed when they become available in Term 3.   

Our students and teachers also participated in several non-academic activities. The most significant 
among these were Harmony Day celebrations, Ramadan Assembly and a majority of the students 
also observed fasting throughout the month of Ramadan. 

All these activities have been professionally organised, contributing to the overall success of the first 
semester. This success is attributed to the cooperation of the students and teachers, and the support 
of parents, all of who worked hard as a well-coordinated team. I would like to thank everyone for 
their patience, perseverance and dedicated efforts in making the first half of the school year a 
tremendous success. 

As semester 2 draws to a close, I would like to wish all parents and guardians a peaceful and relaxing 
break. The two-week holiday is an ideal opportunity for students to recharge their energies, reflect on 
what they have achieved so far and start planning for Term 3. 
 
Second Term Holidays and Student Free Day 

The mid-year (Second term) holidays will be for two weeks, from Saturday 7th July 2018 to Sunday 
22nd July 2018. 

Please note that Monday 23rd July will be a student free day to allow teachers to attend professional 
development. All children will commence Term 3 on Tuesday 24th July 2018. 

Farewell 

With mixed feelings I am informing the school community that our Deputy Principal, Mr Cameron 
Warne, has accepted a new position as Head of Campus at another school closer to his home. 
 
On behalf of the school community I farewell Mr Warne and wish him well as he embarks on the next 
chapter of his life. The College community is very proud of what Mr Warne has been able to achieve 
in his time at the AICS and I believe he will go on to do great things at his new school. 
 
He has been a huge contributor to the overall success of the College and has expended a large 
amount of his time and energy ensuring that our students have been given every opportunity to 
excel, particularly on the academic front. The vacuum created by Mr Warne’s departure will be 
extremely difficult to fill. 
 
Wassalam 

Dr Imam Ali 
Principal 
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IMPORTANT NOTICES 
SCHOOL TERMS 2019 

Teacher Professional Development and Preparation Days: 

Wednesday 23th and Thursday 24th January 2019 

First Term: Tuesday 29th January to 12th April (11 Weeks) 

First Term Holidays (Autumn vacation): 15th April to 26th April  

Second Term: Monday 29th April to 5th July (10 Weeks) 

Second Term Holiday (Winter vacation): 8th July to 19th July. 

Third Term: Monday 22nd July to 27th September (10 Weeks) 

Third Term Holidays (Spring vacation): 30th September to 11th October 

Fourth Term: Monday 14th October to 13th December (9 Weeks) 

Summer vacation: 16th December 2019 to 27th January 2020 

Proposed Professional Development and Preparation Days: 22nd and 23rd January 2020.  

In 2017, a number of parents and teachers asked the College management to align College term dates with that of State public schools. The 
College management has finalised the above term dates considering this request. 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 

The College main office will remain open from Monday to Friday during second term school holidays between 9.00 am and 3.00 pm, except on the 
day of Eid al Fitr and the day after. 

AICS PHOTO DAYS 

Monday 2nd July 2018 – Primary students   Wednesday 4th July 2018 – Secondary students 

Students are asked to come to school dressed in full school uniform – No Sports uniforms are to be worn. Students must also ensure they present 
their own photo envelopes on the day (these were sent to parents in Week 8). 

AICS ANNUAL REPORT 2017 

As a registered non-government school Australian Islamic College of Sydney is required to participate in annual reporting process to publicly 
disclose the educational and financial performance measures and policies of the school. 

In compliance with this requirement the annual report for 2017 has been prepared and will be made available to public on the College website with 
effect from 30th June 2018. Hard copies of the report will be available for reading at the Australian Islamic College of Sydney from Monday 2nd July 
2018. 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Farewell 

To the students, parents and wider community of AICS, 

I thank you all for the kindness and welcome that has been given to me in the time that I have worked at AICS. It has been a busy and fulfilling 
experience over the past 3 years to have worked alongside so many committed staff, students and parents. I am very thankful that I have had the 
opportunity to share in the experience of teaching and learning at all levels, working with staff and students on their very first day of school in 
Kindergarten, to preparation for the HSC examinations later this year.  

I also leave with a profound appreciation and knowledge of the tenets and values of the Islamic faith, which I find myself advocating for in the face 
of criticism by an unfortunate many in our Australian community who do not understand. I am grateful to be leaving at a time of my choosing, 
content with my contribution to the students, staff and community of AICS and in a position to be looking ahead to a new opportunity and 
different challenge in my life. 

For you all, I hold great hopes that the future brings continued, positive change to the College and to the students and families who attend here. 
AICS is a great school with a fantastic future. It is unfortunate that for the foreseeable future I will not be part of it, however, I do look forward to 
hearing about within the independent schooling sector and through professional contact with the staff here.  

 

My best wishes,  
Mr Cameron Warne 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONTINUED... 
 Student Semester 1 Reports Explained 

Student reports provide students, teachers and parents with a clear and concise picture of a student's achievement and progress at a point in time. 
Teachers make informed and consistent decisions about student progress against the NSW curriculum (for English, Mathematics, Science, 
PDHPE, HSIE and Creative Arts, as well as the School developed curriculum (for Islamic Studies Subjects).  

At the top of each page, you will see the subject, the overall grade and the grade distribution. Students' results are reported in A-E grade format, as 
well as listing their class' distribution. The white dot indicates where your child has performed in comparison to the rest of the class.  

 

The following section explains the strands (or parts) of the subject. All NSW curriculum subjects have different strands that teachers will focus 
upon in different school terms. These sections are reported as green bars - the longer the bar, the higher the achievement.  

 

The 'Studentship Skills' section is not related to the overall grade and is reported as observed behaviours over the course of the semester by the 
teacher(s) of that particular subject. Teachers keep records of these behaviours throughout a term and these can be compared to the Interim 
Report provided in Term 1.  

 

These behaviours are indications of the effort and good behaviour that is displayed by this student and can be used by parents to assess if their 
child is putting their best effort and behaviour into this subject at school.  

  

 

  

The final section of the report is the "Teacher Comment". This is where the teacher may describe the unit of work, or explain the grade awarded as 
well as outline steps or strategies to be taken to improve.  
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“KD had fun writing their own stories about giants, 
fairies, princesses and even dragons!” 

The last fortnight has proven to be extremely busy and exciting.  

Year One students have been working hard to demonstrate everything 
they have learnt over the term in their assessments. All teachers are very 
proud of the effort students are displaying.  

In class, students are focusing on perfecting their skills for procedural 
writing in English. Students have followed and written many procedures 
over the term. 1A enjoyed using a recipe to make a milo drink. The best 
part was drinking it! 

In art, Year One have been completing the visual arts unit. They have 
created some lovely artworks that showcase the techniques they are 
learning. One of the artworks students created was a portrait of 
themselves. Students really enjoyed this artwork and are very pleased 
with how it turned out.  

It is Year One’s turn to host the K-2 assembly. 1B hosted the assembly in 
week 6 and 1A is week 8. All students in 1B and 1A performed amazingly 
and should be very proud of themselves. We look forward to 1C and 1D’s 
assembly in the coming weeks.  

To celebrate Eid, the school held a Mufti Day. Students were able to wear 
their special Eid and cultural clothes to school. Students were able to buy 
some delicious treats from the high school students fundraiser at lunch 
and spent the afternoon hyped up from sugar. A special assembly was 
held for the whole school, with a wonderful performance organised by Ms 
Nuzhat from the upper primary students.  To continue the celebration 
Year One participated in an Eid Gift Exchange.  Students loved buying 
and giving each other a present.  

Students are continuing to work hard in class and look forward to 
wrapping up everything they have been working on for the end of Term 2.  

Keep up the amazing work Year One! 

Ms Shannon McGovern  
1A Classroom Teacher 

KINDY NEWS 
This term Kindergarten have been 
learning about Imaginative texts. 
They have enjoyed discovering new 
characters and delving into their 
creativity to write simple narratives. 
The Kindergarten teachers are so 
proud of the progress they are 
making as they begin to spell tricky 
words, learn new sight words and 
expand their vocabulary! KD had fun 
writing their own stories about 
giants, fairies, princesses and even 
dragons! It’s wonderful to see their 
imagination grow as they develop 
their writing skills and ideas.  

Kindergarten were also involved in 
the Eid gift exchange, they enjoyed 
giving gifts to each other and wearing 
their traditional clothes at school to 
celebrate. The excitement and joy 
they showed when opening the 
presents and sharing with their 
friends showed the true spirit of Eid! 

   

Ms Louise Grady 
KD Classroom Teacher 

YEAR 1 NEWS 



This term, as a part of our Science and Technology unit ‘Life in the Veggie Patch’, Year Two 
students created their own veggie patches. Students have learnt that a veggie patch (or garden) 
is one of the things in our natural world that provides for the needs of living things. Not only do 
we grow fruit and vegetables that we can eat ourselves, it also provides nutrients for bees, bugs 
and worms. 

When creating their own pretend veggie patch, students had to think carefully about its design. 
Students considered things such as, if it were to be a real veggie patch, how they would have the 
vegetables and fruit arranged and what would they include?  

To make their veggie patches, students used a variety of materials such as playdough, crepe 
paper, modelling clay, paddle pop sticks and paper rolls. Once their veggie patches were 
complete, students shared the strengths, limitations and what they might change about their 
veggie patches. Here are some of the finished veggie patches. 

 

Ms Ashleigh Weaver 
2A Classroom Teacher  
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YEAR 2 NEWS 



“It’s a happy moment for all Muslims children to  
receive gifts on Eid.” 

It’s a happy moment for all Muslim children to receive gifts on Eid. Year 3 students were 
very happy and excited when they exchange their Eid gifts.  

 

‘Ramadan Readathon’ was another exciting Ramadan book reading activity to encourage 
them to read Islamic books during the holy month of Ramadan. Students who have 
completed more than 10 books, received an award in the classroom.  

 

In Geography this term Year 3 students learnt about Australia. Students create a map of 
Australia identifying key features including states/territories, capital cities, deserts, rivers 
and mountains. 

Ms Naureen Inam 
3D Classroom Teacher 

This term, students have been given the opportunity to read the novel ‘I am Jack’ as part of their shared reading that 
takes place during the week.  

This book ‘I am Jack’ by Susanne Gervay shines because of its authentic voice. From the first lines, students hear the 
narrator as a young boy. They are also able to experience his anguish; share his overworked jokes one minute and his 
desperation to escape the bullies. Students learn through their reading how Jack grows, changes, learns lots about who 
he is and what is important to him during the book, and through him, so do the students. 

The author does an excellent job of building Jack as a character. He has a family, interests, failures, and successes 
outside of school and his profile as a bullying victim. The story has a slow, gentle pace and although there are small hints 
we don't really see anything of his problems at school until midway through the book. It shows perfectly how things get 
out of hand until suddenly they're horrible and nobody's quite sure how it happens. 

During these shared reading sessions students are encouraged to use ‘Into the Book’ and QAR strategies to assist them 
in being able to comprehend and understand the book.  

 
Ms Tahmena Khatiz 
4C Classroom Teacher 

YEAR 3 NEWS 

YEAR 4 NEWS 
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“Students transformed their gymnastics sequence into 
a performance worthy of gold medals, accompanied 

with music and props!”  

YEAR 5 NEWS 
This term, as part of PE (Physical Education), 
students in Year 5 participated in a unit on 
gymnastics in which they learnt a range of 
movements and concepts related to space 
and composition of movement sequences. 

Students were asked to create a gymnastic 
sequence using a range of identified floor 
skills and connecting movements. The 
routines were then performed in front of the 
class and videoed. 

By the end of the unit, students were able to 
demonstrate fair play and skills to work 
collaboratively; perform specialised 
movement skills and sequences and 
propose and combine movement concepts 
and strategies to achieve movement 
outcomes and solve movement challenges; 

and apply the elements of movement when 
composing and performing movement 
sequences. 

5C not only presented their gymnastic 
sequence in front of the class, they were so 
confident with their gymnastic ability and 
composition skills, they presented their 
gymnastics sequence in front of the entire 3-
6 grades at assembly - and they were 
fabulous! Students transformed their 
gymnastics sequence into a performance 
worthy of gold medals, accompanied with 
music and props! Well done 5C – you were 
all amazing and gave it your best! 

Ms Sera Yigit 
5C Classroom Teacher 
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YEAR 6 NEWS 
Eid al-Fitr means “festival of breaking the fast” and marks the end of the fasting month of Ramadan. English 
alternative terms and references for Eid are: fast-breaking Eid, sweet festival, Feast of Fasting, Small Eid, Eid feast, 
Sugar Feast, and Eid of happiness. 

Traditionally Eid is celebrated for three days and is an official holiday in Muslim-majority countries. Muslims will 
gather together at the mosque for a prayer, prior to spending the day with friends and family – and wishing one 
another ‘Eid Mubarak’ or ‘Blessed Eid’. In fact, the standard greeting on this occasion is ‘Eid Mubarak’ which means 
“have a blessed Eid.” The celebration is the perfect opportunity for the Muslims to thank Allah for helping them get 
through the month-long fasting during the Ramadan holiday. 

Grade 6 students have celebrated Eid Al-Fitr on Tuesday, 19th June 2018 with a special Eid Assembly, an “all-sweet” 
food stall and gift exchange with their classmates.  
 

Mr Marcus Lu 
6B Classroom Teacher 



Looking Back On Term 2 

As we near the end of an eventful Term 2, we’d like to congratulate students on their diligent work 
habits. Many students displayed excellent time management skills this term through their ability to 
complete assignments and prepare for their Semester One Examinations. We wish them all the best 
of luck with their results.  

Once students receive their Semester One Examination results and report, it is important they 
reflect on their progress and learning. English is a subject of skill development and students are 
always progressing in their abilities. Whilst the next essay or creative response may be on a different 
topic, the skills required do not change. Students should read through their examination feedback 
and reflect on how they can implement the teacher’s suggestions.  

Excursions 

This term, the Year 11 English Standard class travelled to Riverside Theatre to watch Jane 
Harrison's play Stolen. The students are to be commended for their excellent behaviour. This was an 
excellent opportunity for students to develop their analysis of theatre performance.   
 

Senior Students  

For our Year 12 students, the Trial HSC Examinations are drawing closer with the first examination 
(English Paper 1) taking place on Monday 6th August. We commend the senior cohort for the 
dedication they have shown to their studies and look forward to the results they will achieve.   

 
Looking Forward To Term 3 

In Term 3, our Year 7 students will undertake a close study of Jack Davis’ Indigenous play The 
Honey Spot. They will participate in play reading, learning about dramatic techniques and 
performing parts of the play in groups.  

Our Year 8 students will complete a Fantasy and Science Fiction unit introducing them to the way 
film, radio and other media forms have explored these genres. They will learn about the way in 
which visual techniques can be used to create engaging and imaginative texts by studying the film 
Edward Scissorhands.  

The Year 9 cohort will develop their ability to analyse the similarities and differences in themes and 
how they are conveyed within a film and novel through a comparative study. Students will study 
James Moloney’s novel A Bridge to Wiseman’s Cove and Gurinder Chadha’s film Bend It Like 
Beckham. 

Finally, our Year 10 students will complete a study of the horror genre. This unit will culminate in 
students completing their own horror trailer, DVD cover, story board and synopsis.  

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
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We welcome back Mrs Sineen Nomani from 
maternity leave.  

We look forward to her presence in our class-
rooms once again. 



As we come to the end of Term 2, the Mathematics and Technology team takes a big breath after all the various events within 
the department. It has been busy, but also ultimately rewarding to see the efforts of all students and teachers bear fruit.   

In the Ms Rahman’s Technology classes there has a shift towards Project Based Learning (PBL), to improve student learning 
and engagement. PBL provides students the opportunity to implement the skills they have learned in school to personal and 
relevant real-world situations. Students also develop skills in PBL such as how to think critically, solve problems, work in 
teams and create effective presentations. These help students succeed in the future, both in school and further in today’s 
technological world. 

The Year 8 students are in the final stages of preparing their creations for Food Revolution which is very exciting! There will be 
a presentation on the morning of Tuesday 3 July in the AICS Hall, and all parents are very much welcome to join and taste-test 
the various food creations. Our students have been working incredibly hard this semester, so they are keen to show off their 
skills to a large audience.  

Year 9 and 10 students have come to the end of their own projects in IST as well. The Year 9 students have been utilising their 
skills in HTML and CSS programming to create a website, with some students also using Photoshop to amplify the creative 
aspects of the project. As for the Year 10’s, the Database Design and Development assignment is complete in which students 
were exposed to a particular application of technology that is used in many industries. 

The nine boys enrolled in the Year 12 Industrial Technology course are closely approaching the deadline of 16 August to 
complete their Major Project. The students have been tasked to complete a multimedia project on a topic of their choosing, and 
so they have been employing many skills they have learned over the years to create some fairly impressive presentations.  

These projects are assessed by external markers from NESA and form the majority of their result in the course, so we continue 
to wish them all the best in these final stages. 

Whilst on the topic of Year 12’s, the Trial HSC Examinations are also quickly approaching. We are nearly finished covering all 
content in classes, so soon enough all attention will be turned towards studying for these important tests. It is a busy few 
months coming up for the Year 12’s with the final HSC Examinations on the horizon, but we are confident that their strong 
character and determination will lead them to success. 

Of course, all students from Year 7 to Year 10 have completed their Semester One Examinations now, and we commend them 
on their efforts. The levels of enthusiasm and willingness to learn and succeed demonstrated by almost all students leading up 
to and during the exams has been fantastic to see. We hope too that all students achieve their goals and earn a mark that 
reflects their ability and effort. 

There is no “Shout-Outs” section for this edition However, there will be one a much larger section for them in the next article 
from the department once all Semester One Examinations and other assessments are marked. We are looking forward to a long 
list next time where we can congratulate all exemplary students.  

Overall, it has been a challenging but ultimately very successful Term 2 within the Mathematics and Technology Department, 
and I would like to take this chance to thank all teachers and students for working together to reach a common goal. I 
genuinely believe we are making great strides and that is down to everybody working together as one big team. I for one am 
eagerly looking forward to next semester! 

 

Mr Matthew McAllister 

Head of Department 

MATHEMATICS & TECHNOLOGY  
DEPARTMENT 
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Assalamu Aleikum 

 

All praises due to Allah هلالج لج    and may Allah raise the rank of the Messenger of Allah and his family and companions. 

On Tuesday 19th of June, AICS celebrated Eid-ul-Fitr. Students wore mufti and brought a gold coin donation as an ongoing 
charity for the Ramadhan Campaign.  

Alhamdulillah with the blessings of Allah  هلالج لج  we raised over $10,000 which was a significant improvement from last year. We 

would like to thank all staff, students and parents for their support in helping us achieve this amount. May Allah reward all of 
you and increase in your sustenance. 

 

 

 

It was such a beautiful sight to see so many students from different cultural backgrounds with colorful clothing on. It really 
portrayed the fact that no matter your background or culture, Eid is for all Muslims.  

The school also held a K-12 assembly in the school hall in which students were and told about the importance of Eid and how 
significant and important this day is in a Muslims life.  

The program began with Qur'an recitation from followed by translation. Students were then informed about the importance and 
virtues of Eid with emphasis on being consistent with your good deeds outside the month of Ramadan   

There were a couple of performances first by the Year 5 and Year 6 who performed Qaseedah Burdah and the recitation of a 
poem on Ramadhan and Eid. The program was then concluded with a Du’a 

All in all the whole day including the assembly was a great success. We would like to thank all staff and senior students that 
volunteered and helped out to make these events possible. We would like to thank the students and their parents for their 
support and cooperation in truly making this event a success, whether it was sending your child in mufti clothing or providing 
them the ability to donate, because without it we would not have achieved and reached our goals that we had set out.  

ISLAMIC STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
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In sha Allah Thursday the 28th of June will be Qur’an competition. We would like to invite all parents including parents of those 
whose child were not selected to come and join us on this auspicious occasion of Qur’an recitation. This will not only be a 
reward for those that attend but also a means of motivation and inspiration for our students. We hope to see all parents there in 
sha Allah 

May Allah reward us all and bless us all in our health, wealth, and children. Aameen. 

Islamic Studies, Arabic and Qur'an Department 

ISLAMIC STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
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SECONDARY LIBRARY NEWS 
 

We are coming to the end of Term 2 very quickly. The ‘Ramadan Read-a-thon’ is already closed. Good luck if you have submitted your 
‘Ramadan Read-a-thon’ entry form already. Students are expected to continue reading for Premiers Reading Challenge (PRC 2018) until the 
end of August. Students are encouraged to finish PRC by / before Mid of August to allow their entries into the PRC website on time. Don’t forget 
to return your library books on time before you are issued a fine.  

 

AICS Digital Library 

It is amazing to see many books have been checked out from the EBooks website as well. I encourage you to keep in touch with eBooks link 
during school holidays using your library cards and keep adding to your digital library. AICS digital library link is here for you to check out more 
books. 

http://aics.lib.overdrive.com 
 

Mayoral History Prize 

A history competition from Blacktown library is here for you. All Students 
from 7-12 are encouraged to enter this competition. Please come and see me 
if you need any help. Last date for this competition will be 31st July. 

 

Jazakallah 

Mrs Shamyla Anjum 

AICS Teacher Librarian 




