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AICS NEWSLETTER 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
Assalamu’ alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatahu 
 

The second term of 2018 has started and I would like to welcome all students and 
teachers back to school. A very warm welcome is extended to the new teachers and 
students who joined the school this term.   

 

The second term is a very demanding term for all students and teachers. The Year 12 
students and their teachers are working towards covering the syllabus with normal 
teaching and extra classes. Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students have been working hard with their 
teachers to prepare the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) tests, which they sat this week. The half yearly examinations will also be held 
this term.  

 

Given below are the dates of these tests and examinations. 

 

Nearly all of our students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are taking NAPLAN this year. As well as 
being a source of information that enhances teacher judgment, NAPLAN is intended to 
assist schools in planning curriculum and provide information for parents and carers 
about the performance of their children in relation to other students at the same grade 
level in Australia. 

Assessment/Competition/
Examinations 

Scheduled Dates 

National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy 

Language Conventions: 15/5/2018 

Writing:  15/5/2018 

Reading: 16/5/2018 

Numeracy: 17/5/2018 
First Semester Assessment Period (Primary) 4/6/2018 to 22/6/2018 

First Semester Examinations (High School) 19/6/2018 to 27/6/2018 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT CONTINUED... 
As this is a very busy term for the students and teachers, I request parents to give their children as much assistance as possible to enable 
them to prepare for and do well in assessments and examinations. A revision guide will also be provided to all students to prepare for 
Semester One examinations. With a joint efforts of the teachers and parents I am confident that our children will do very well in all 
assessments and examinations. 

 

Safety of Children  

Our school makes every effort to provide safe and secure environment for all students. Any activity that presents safety risks to students 
and staff is identified and steps are taken to minimise the risks. To avoid the risk of traffic accidents involving children we engaged the 
services of security personnel to control traffic movement. The City Council has also put up speed limit signs to ensure vehicles are driven 
at a safe speed. The teachers are assigned in the afternoons to supervise the picking of students.  

 

We request all parents and guardians to cooperate with us by following the road signs and driving within the speed limits. You are also 
requested to park the vehicles in the designated parking areas and pick up and drop off your children at the right places. All parents and 
guardians are also urged to exercise patience when picking up and dropping your children during peak times.  

 

Attendance 

According to government regulations all parents and guardians are required to send their children to school regularly and punctually. It is 
also a legal requirement that schools record reasons for student late arrivals and absences. Our school adheres to this requirement strictly. 
Only the Principal may give permission for a child to be absent for any reason other than illness (such as overseas travel). When a child is 
sick parents are required to inform the school between 8.15 a.m. and 8.25 a.m. On returning to school the child must bring a note from 
parents explaining the absence.  

 

When a child is unable to come to school for reasons other than illness, parents need to fill in a leave application form obtainable from the 
College office requesting for permission for such a leave at least four weeks before the leave is to be taken. The Principal will consider the 
request and convey his decisions to the parents. 

 

I am pleased to report that vast majority of parents are abiding by these rules and regulations. As a result of this, the late arrivals have 
dropped significantly and the attendance in all classes in the first term has been very good. 

 

Supervision of Students 

Please note that the children who arrive before 8.20 a.m. and remain at school after 3.30 p.m. without school’s approval are not supervised 
by the teachers. The duty of care for any child who arrives before 8.15 a.m. and remains at the school after 3.30 p.m. remains the 
responsibility of the parents. 

 

School Fees 

I wish to remind all parents of their obligation to ensure that all school fees are paid in a timely manner. The school fees paid by parents 
play a major role in enabling the AICS to meet its operating costs. Therefore, their prompt payment within the specified time is highly 
appreciated 

 

Ramadan Karim 

The month of Ramadan - the month of blessing and mercy has arrived. I would like to wish everyone Ramadan Mubarak and pray to Allah 
Subhanahu Wa Taala that this Ramadan be most beneficial for all of us so that we increase in eman and taqwa. Please also remember to 
make dua for all our Muslim brothers and sisters facing hardships around the world. Iftar time is the best time for your dua to be accepted. 

 

May Allah grant us success in this holy month, accept our fasting and grant us reward in the hereafter, Ameen. Taqabbala Allahu Minnaa 
Wa Minkum. 

 

I wish all parents, teachers and children Ramadan Mubarak and enjoyable Eid.  

 

Wassalam 

 

Dr Imam Ali 

Principal 



DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
STUDENT LEARNING AT AICS 

I would like to acknowledge our very professional staff at 
AICS who work tirelessly for our students and work with 
them to achieve their best results possible. As you would 
know, our staff work in Year Level (Primary) or Faculty 
(Secondary) teams to provide consistent curriculum 
planning, teaching and learning experiences, and 
assessment.  

 

In doing so, they acknowledge the effort that students 
continue to make, with the support of their families, and 
the quality of student work that is being produced every 
day. 

 This term we will continue to focus on: 

 Our high expectations for student achievement in all 
areas of learning, 

 Enhancing our outstanding learning environment, 
created for the benefit of all students, with a clear 
expectation that every student is learning, in every 
classroom, every day, 

 Maintaining our high levels of student attendance 
and student behaviour, 

 Enhancing a learning community culture, and 

 Continued implementation of the NSW Syllabus. 

  

A note on assessment tasks (from AICS Policy on 
Assessment) 

Students are subject to normal school rules when an 
assessment task is due, particularly in attending all 
classes. Students must provide evidence of illness if they 
are absent on a due date for an assessment. It is 
reasonable for parents to expect AICS staff to contact 
them to verify an absence if this occurs. 

  

Allegations of cheating, plagiarism, unsatisfactory 
conduct, non-serious attempts and inappropriate 
computer use will be reported to the appropriate Year 
Level Coordinator or Head of Department to investigate 
the matter and, if proven, reported to the School 
Coordinator and Head of Teaching and Learning. Where 
these staff are satisfied there is clear evidence of 
malpractice, the award of zero (0) will be recorded for the 
assessment task.  

  

The outcome in such cases will be conveyed in writing to 
parents. An appeal process is available but must be made 
in writing to the school. 

  

NAPLAN TESTING (YEARS 3, 5, 7 & 9) 

On Tuesday 15th, Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th 
May, AICS students in Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 sat for the 
National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy, 
or NAPLAN, as it is commonly known. The tests will be 
conducted in all government and independent schools 
across the country. 

  

Skills that will be tested include: reading, writing, 
spelling, grammar and punctuation, and 

numeracy. These tests are done here at school and are 
considered just another part of the curriculum. 

  

It is important for you and your child to know that 
NAPLAN is not a pass/fail test. It sim ply looks at 
what level students are achieving in literacy and 
numeracy against National Standards and compared with 
student peers throughout Australia. 

  

The best way you can help your child prepare for 
NAPLAN is to let them know that it is just a routine part 
of their school program, and to urge them to do the best 
they can on the day. 

  

Later in the year you will receive a NAPLAN report from 
the NSW Education Standards Authority that you can use 
to view and monitor how your child is progressing. Please 
note this report is not made by the school.  

  

More information is available on the NAP website 
(http://www.nap.edu.au/). 

  

If you have any concerns, please contact your child’s 
teacher, or speak to either the Primary or Secondary 
School Coordinator.  

 

Mr Cameron Warne 
Deputy Principal 
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“Our hall was changed into a mini road set up, complete with 
people driving in cars.” 

I feel the need, the need for speed…y 
understanding of road safety! Our Year One students 
had an amazing incursion where people came to our 
school and helped us learn all about road safety! Our 
hall was changed into a mini road set up, complete with 
people driving in cars. The students had to safely 
navigate their way around the ‘road’ in a safe manner. 
This meant waiting for the lollipop man, looking left 
and right before moving, waiting for the green man 
before crossing and holding hands with someone when 
crossing the road! Our children are very familiar with 
stopping, looking, listening and then crossing. Chance 
takers are accident makers and we know now to not 
take a chance when crossing the roads! These life skills 
are of immeasurable benefit to our children’s holistic 
education and we hope that this will help keep 
everyone safe when crossing the roads.  

I would wreck-a-mend this event for anyone wanting to 
learn more about road safety and how to be safe on our 
roads! 

 

Mr Adam Herborn 

1C Classroom Teacher 

KINDY NEWS 
This term Kindergarten will be 
learning about narratives written 
by the talented author Mem Fox, 
and we started the term with 
reading the book Where Is the 
Green Sheep? The book takes you 
on an amazing journey to find the 
mysterious green sheep, which 
cannot be found anywhere.  
 

All Kindergarten classes 
participated in a range of 
activities such as: going on a class 
scavenger hunt to find the green 
sheep in the classroom, paint 

pictures of the green sheep and 
writing sentences about what 
their green sheep would be doing 
if they had one. 
 

Books are amazing resources, and 
we would encourage all parents 
and guardians to take time out of 
the day to make sure their child is 
reading and being read to.  

 

Ms Natasha Lord 
KC Classroom Teacher 
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YEAR 1 NEWS 



In Term One, Year Two students attended a Science ‘Light and Sound 
Workshop’ by Fizzics Education. This incursion was linked to the 
outcomes of our Science unit ‘What’s That Sound?’, which allowed 
students to understand how soundwaves operate and how this 
knowledge is applied in the real world. The workshop was specifically 
designed to engage Year Two students with interesting and informative 
scientific activities. 

 

Students heard screaming rods, visualised sound waves and 
investigated a Theremin. They also learnt how the Ruben’s tube can 
sing to heat and were also involved in understanding how a sonic boom 
occurs.  Students were engaged throughout the show and were eager to 
participate with the performer.  

 

The lighting of the Ruben’s tube was the highlight of the overall 
workshop. All of Year Two greatly enjoyed the interactive show and 
were willing to learn more about the many sources of sound at home 
and in class.   

 

 
Ms Almas Asad 

2D Classroom Teacher  

THE KITCHEN GARDEN 

The Kitchen Garden of our school is a 
place where students enjoy freedom of 
choice. They work independently and 
enjoy cleaning, digging, weeding, 
watering and growing plants. 

The most enjoyable time for students is 
to wash, pack and label the fresh 
produce from the garden. Those 
vegetables are then sold to the college 
staff. Everyone loves to buy the organic 
vegetables from the garden, which is 
great encouragement for the 
hardworking students. 

We have started to clean and redesign 
the layout of the garden to make it 
easier for students to work in. This is an 
ongoing hands-on activity for our 
students. 

The Kitchen Garden Program touches 
on all key learning areas for primary 
students and there is enormous potential 
for our school to develop further 
curriculum links within the program. 

The Kitchen Garden provides scientific 
learning opportunities, including the 
theory and practice of care for plants 
and animals in the garden, natural 
systems and cycles (water, carbon and 
seasons), geometry, calculation and data 
collection. It also provides opportunities 
for students to practise measuring of 
mass, volume, temperature, time and 
collecting data on nutritional value, 
cultural influences and food styles. 

We hope to have lots of fun this year. 

Ms Nuzhat Ejaz 
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YEAR 2 NEWS 



Year Three have welcomed Term Two with a positive attitude and an eagerness to learn. They have 
been focusing on perfecting their skills in writing narratives through a range of modelled, guided 
and independent writing activities. In this unit of work, students have been provided with a range of 
stimuli to assist them with the planning to publishing writing process. In order to improve the 
students’ writing, many classes focused on incorporating “sizzling starts” into the orientation of the 
narratives to engage the reader and help to create a sense of suspense. Here are some examples of 
“sizzling starts” written by the students: 
 

“Ahhhh! Running down the stairs in the living room I have won. I can’t believe that I have won! I am 
going to the Red Planet.”- Alyan Pahktoon 3A 
 

“BANG! “What was that?” said Jane when she was walking in the dark witch forest. Jane went to go 
and check what the big, loud noise was but when she reached that point in the road she saw a witch 
driving a UFO.”- Ismail Mahmoud 3A. 
 

“One day, SNAP! My life began! I woke up on a very red planet. Suddenly, I heard a loud crash! I hid 
behind a rock. I saw a medium sized spaceship landing. Hold on. What was the crash for? Bam! I 
tiptoed up to the spaceship. The door was damaged. I had to find a way inside.” -Ibrahim Fareed 3C 
 

As a part of this unit, students also engaged in peer work to assist with the editing process. Students 
particularly enjoyed this lesson as it allowed them to help a peer edit and improve their work.   

 

Ms Kirstie Parkes 

3A Classroom Teacher 
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YEAR 3 NEWS 



“They learnt about what life was like for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples before and after the European 
settlement.” 

Grade Four students had been given the opportunity to take part 
in an educational incursion. They learnt about what life was like 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples before and 
after the European settlement. This incursion was planned to 
supplement the work that the children had been doing in 
History lessons. The Aboriginal guest speaker, Chris Tobin, was 
invited to our school to share the past life experiences of 
Aboriginal people. He showcased tools that were used by the 
indigenous people for their survival. Students enthusiastically 
participated in asking the guest speaker questions to enhance 
their knowledge. All students were engaged and displayed a keen 
interest in learning about the Aboriginal people and their 
culture. 
 

Ms Shantha Clement 

4A Classroom Teacher 

Year 5s are well underway for 
Term 2. First two weeks have 
been exciting and full on for 
students and teachers. Students 
have attended an incursion to 
learn about Cyber Safety.  

They are working on an 
exciting unit of science and a 
very interesting unit of work in 
Geography. Student will have 
the opportunity to explore the 
Palm Island in Dubai to find 
the answers of the inquiry 
questions. Students and 
teachers are also busy to 
prepare for NAPLAN. 

In week 2, Year 5A hosted the 
class Assembly which was 
about Australian History. The 
students enthralled the 
audience with their wonderful 
performance. Well done 5A! 

 

Ms Nuzhat Ejaz 

5A Classroom Teacher  

YEAR 4 NEWS 

YEAR 5 NEWS 
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“Students will learn about landing, leaps and jumps, rolls and 
linking movements, ending in creating a gymnastic movement 

performance.” 

YEAR 6 NEWS 
During Term 2, Year 6 students 
have been learning about 
gymnastics movement. They have 
enjoyed practicing new skills and 
participating in new activities.  

Our four school rules are 
paramount to the safe practice of 
gymnastics. Students are urged to 
follow staff instructions, be safe, 
be respectful and be a learner.  

Gymnastics requires balance, 
strength, flexibility, agility, 
control and coordination. This is 

a great sport for children as they 
are encouraged to tackle new 
challenges with self-confidence.  

During this term, students will 
learn about landing, leaps and 
jumps, rolls and linking 
movements, ending in creating a 
gymnastic movement 
performance. 

 

Ms Aqueela Wilson 
6C Classroom Teacher 
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AICS CANTEEN NEWS 



AICS PRIMARY & SECONDARY 
LIBRARY NEWS 

AICS Library is holding the Ramadan Readathon for K-10 students to encourage them to read 
Islamic books during the Holy month of Ramadan. 

Special certificates/awards will be given to the students who read the highest 
number of books in each grade from K-10. Students need to read at least 10 books 
in order to receive a participation certificate. 

The Readathon will commence at the start of Ramadan and finish at the end of Ramadan. 
Students should attempt to read as many Islamic books as possible starting from Week 3 of 
Term 2 to Week 8. Books are available from our school library; students can also read Islamic 
books from their own collection at home. Students must submit their entry forms to the school 
library with the list of books they have read by the end of Week 8 of Term 2. Certificates and 
prizes will be distributed at the first assembly of Term 3, 2018. 

Why your child should take part? 

 To increase their Islamic knowledge and understanding. 

 To develop appreciation and respect for the Holy month of 

Ramadan. 

 To improve their reading skills. 

 To engage in a peaceful and quiet activity. 

 

Reminders:  

Continue reading for Premiers Reading Challenge 

 

 

Ms Shamyla and Ms Maria  

AICS Librarians 

 



We would like to welcome all students back to Term 2 and we hope they had a restful break. We had 
a fantastic start to the academic year with students demonstrating growth in their understanding 
and abilities in English. As the year progresses, it is important students maintain their initial level of 
enthusiasm, dedication and effort towards their studies. The Half Yearly Examinations are fast 
approaching. Completing classwork, taking detailed notes, and seeking teacher feedback will go a 
long way to helping students achieve their full potential.  With both Examinations and Assessment 
Tasks this term, students must ensure they are organised and that they allow sufficient time to 
complete all tasks. Students should note all due dates in their diary, read the task instructions and 
marking criteria carefully, and clarify any confusion with their classroom teacher well in advance of 
due dates. Parents can assist their children by noting due dates and encouraging students to work 
on their assessments throughout the term. 
 

Student Achievements 
 

During Term 1, our Year 9 students attended Stand Tall Speak Out poetry workshops. This was an 
inter-school poetry initiative that provided students with the opportunity to engage with 
professional artists, aimed to develop communication skills using spoken-word poetry style.  
 
Following the in-school workshops, the students represented our College by performing at the finale 
event, the Stand Tall Speak Out Poetry-Slam Competition. The English Department is proud to 
announce that the AICS team were the Runners-Up of the competition!  
 
We’d like to congratulate all students that participated in the Write4Fun Competition. The College 
had more than 10 students successfully progress past the initial judging. The competition was held 
throughout Primary and Secondary schools within Australia and over 10,000 entries we submitted. 
The Australian Islamic College of Sydney was recognised for outstanding writing as less than 10% of 
schools demonstrated this level of achievement. The winners of the competition will be announced 
on Wednesday 23rd May. Details can be found at www.write4fun.net We wish all students the best of 
luck!  
 

Book Recommendations 
Ms Al Mohamad 
Title - A Thousand Splendid Suns 
Author - Khaled Hosseini 
Suggested reading ages - Year 10 – 12 
 
Ms Behrens 
Title - The Dead I Know 
Author - Scot Gardner 
Suggested reading ages - Year 10 – 12 

Mr Harvey 
Title - I, Robot 
Author - Isaac Asimov 
Suggested reading ages - Year 10 - 11 
 
Ms Moon 
Title - A Wizard of Earthsea 
Author - Ursula Le Guin 
Suggested reading ages - Year 7 - 8 
 
Mr Widdison 
Title - Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 
Author - John Boyne 
Suggested reading ages - Year 8 - 9 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
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We’d like to welcome  
Mr Lucas Widdison and Ms 

Brooke Moon to the  
English Department.  



Term 2 has begun just as energetically as the 
end of Term 1 with many events coming up 
within the Mathematics and Technology 
department. The NAPLAN tests are right 
around the corner with Half Yearly 
Examinations coming up not loo long 
afterwards, but we also have many other 
occasions lined up within the next few months. 

NAPLAN preparations are coming to an end, on 
which the students have been working 
incredibly well. As mentioned in previous 
newsletters our focus is to instil stronger 
problem solving skills this year to help answer 
the harder questions in the exams. Based on the 
data we have collected over two practice tests, 
significant improvements have been made 
throughout the year and therefore we are 
hopeful that some truly pleasing results to come 
out later this year. 

Along with NAPLAN preparation, Ms Nelapati 
has begun working with Year 10 students who 
are required to complete an online Numeracy 
standards test later this term. The aim of these 
sessions is to ensure that students correct any 
misconceptions indicated by their NAPLAN 
tests last year so that they may continue in their 
HSC years with no further hindrances. As you 
may have heard in the news this Year 10 cohort 
will be the only grade that needs to undergo 
these resits, but nonetheless, initial feedback is 
positive and so we anticipate students to pass 
these tests with flying colours. 

Looking towards the Technology side, Term 2 is 
off with a hit with the Year 8 students 
showcasing their skills in professional plate 
presentation and food photography with Ms 
Rahman. These skills are going to be put on 
show later this term with the annual Food 
Revolution event, which we are all eagerly 
awaiting.  
  

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
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Shout-out to… 
 

 Abdur Rahman Year 7  
 Faaiz Ahmed Year 7  
 Zubayr Gul Year 7  
 Fathima Fahmi Year 7  
 Salman Rahman Year 8  
 Usayd Zia Year 8  
 Rihaan Khan Year 9  
 Nisha Majeed Year 9  
 So ia Rizvi Year 9  
 Fatima Shahzel Year 9  
 Marwin Akl Year 10  
 Laila Chamma Year 10  
 Eesha Zainab Year 10  
 Fatima Khan Year 10  
 Mobeen Khan Year 12  
 Ha izh Ridwan Year 12  



The year is off to a very good start 
in the "world of science". New 
year 11 courses have commenced 
for biology, chemistry and 
physics. These courses involve a 
welcome return to more 
calculations which directly relate 
to more experimental work that is 
a concept that was common in the 
early 1980s.  
 
In science we often ask the 
question "why is it so? “Both 
junior and senior science courses 
encourage students to consider 
this question from both a 
theoretical point of view and by 
analysing the practical work they 
undertake.  
 
Year eight classes spent quality 
time examining elements, 
compounds and mixtures and 
relating this to physical and 
chemical changes. They delighted 
in being able to perform many 
experiments and also devise some 
additional questions that they will 
a bill to experimentally test.  

  

 
 
Our Year 11 students are seeking 
to do their very best as they work 
their way through the new 
syllabus as mentioned above 
which encourages critical thinking 
and reflection about the results of 
the experiment they have 
performed and how it may be 
extended in a direction of 
particular interest for them.  
 
Our Year 12 students are in the 
second last term of their school 
career, as the trial HSC is not that 
far away and the HSC gradually 
getting ever closer. They are 
attending regular lessons as well 
as before school and after school 
additional listens to assist their 
skill development for the HSC 
examination. We encourage them 
to strive to do what it takes for 
academic success. 
 
 
Mr Philip McKenzie 
Senior Chemistry Teacher 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
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In this edition we will focus on History as a 
compulsory study in Years 7 to 10 and 
Ancient History as an elective in Year 11.  
 
 
Why Study History? 
 
History enables us to understand the world 
around us by understanding our shared past. 
Students from Years 7 to 10 engage with 
the history of Australia and the world 
through studies of Ancient, Middle and 
Modern History.  

 
 
 
 
Year 7 are 
enjoying 
learning about 
Ancient Egypt 
and learning to 
think 
historically 
through source 

studies and interactive activities about 
Egyptian life and society. 
 
Year 8 are learning about Shogunate Japan 
and developing their comparative history 
skills through exploring the societies of 
Japan and the Ottoman Empire. 
 
Year 9 are exploring Australian history, 
investigating World War One and 
Australia’s involvement. 
 
Year 10 have been looking at the changing 
rights and freedoms of Indigenous 
Australians, and are beginning to 
investigate how popular culture influences 
the society in which we live. 
 
 
Year 11 Ancient History 
 
Year 11 Ancient History have been off to a 

flying start. They have completed a study of 
Palmyra and the Silk Road that has allowed 
them to develop their skills as historians, 
learning about the roles of historians and 
archaeologists, how the ancient past is 
represented in the modern world, and the 
advantages and disadvantages of preserving, 
conserving and reconstructing the past. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students have also looked at the concept of 
cultural heritage and the role of museums in 
preserving and presenting this. As part of 
this, students attended Macquarie 
University’s Museum of Ancient Cultures 
on Wednesday 9th May. Students had the 
opportunity to tour the museum and engage 
with primary sources through a hands on 
artefact study and archaeology workshop. 
They discussed the role of museums in 
preserving our shared past, and ownership 
of cultural heritage. Students were able to 
use their developing historical and 
archaeological skills to piece together an 
understanding of the past. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Rachel Pirovic-Moss 
HSIE Teacher 

HSIE DEPARTMENT 
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Entering into this term, we’d like to wish our years 9 and 10 boys AFL team all the best in 
the Bachar Houli AFL tournament. This annual event is held by the AFL to celebrate 
diversity in sports, highlighting the achievements of Muslim athletes in Australian sports.  
 
We’d also like to wish our under 15’s boys soccer team all the best in their round 2 match of 
the Bill Turner Cup. This match will be played on Monday 14 May 2018 at Blacktown 
International Sports Park. It was a great effort for the boys to win their first match against 
Kellyville High 3-1. The girls performed with great enthusiasm in their first round match 
but unfortunately they were knocked out of the competition. 
 
I’d also like to congratulate our boy’s and girl’s years 9 and 10 Oztag teams. Both teams 
participated in the Faith Shield Islamic Schools Tournament towards the end of term 1. 
Our boys team lost their semi-final match in extra time whilst our girls team made their 
first ever grand final appearance. Despite not winning the match, they left with a great 
sense of pride and achievement. Well done! 
 
Our girls and boys will have more opportunities to represent the school in sports following 
Ramadan.  
 
With Ramadan beginning during week 3 of this term, we remind parents and students that 
normal activities will be held during practical lessons. However, we will be more 
accommodating of students who may not feel up to participating at high intensity or for a 
long duration. We do encourage some participation in order to help develop resilience in 
our students during the month. Students are never forced to participate beyond their 
capacity. 
 
Mr Omar Etri 
HoD PHDPE 

PDHPE DEPARTMENT 
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MUSIC 
Our School Choir performed in the Secondary School Assembly singing I Am Australian in 
celebration of Harmony Day at the end of Term 1. A special thanks to Ms Rachel Pirovic-Moss who 
has joined me in training the choir as vocal coach. With her experience in theatre and singing, I look 
forward to many euphonious collaborations.  
 
Ms Danya Cheng 
Music Teacher  
 
 

VISUAL ARTS 
Our wonderful collection of Artworks by the 2017 stage 4 cohort has produced some amazing acrylic 
paintings on wooden panels and canvases. They are now displayed in the school hall for everyone to 
view and enjoy.  

 

Based upon the study of the unit “geometric and arabesque Islamic designs”. The students created 
the Artworks using the old artisan techniques. The students learnt about art and interiors, using the 
internet to research the stunning patterns that grace mosques, madrasas and palaces from around 
the world. 

 

Designing only with a compass, ruler, pencil and complex mathematical calculations to achieve the 
accurate grid symmetry that mixes elements of maths, art and history.  

Trying to decipher the steps that led to finished patterns is like a mathematical puzzle. Constructing 
new pieces involves creativity mixed with an understanding of the various styles and 
embellishments the ancients used.  

 

Ms Sandy 
Auduong  

Visual Arts 
Teacher 

 

 

CAPA DEPARTMENT 
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Assalamu Aleikum 

End of Term 1 was a very fruitful one for the Islamic Studies Department as we celebrated the Beautiful journeys of Al-Israa’ 
Wal-Me’raaj in which the students from both Primary and Secondary were enlightened with not only the physical aspect of 
the journey but the spiritual importance behind it as well. 

            
 
Term 2 saw us begin with the importance of Laylat Al-Baraa’ah (15th Sha’ban) and its significance. Students were informed of 
the importance of praying at night and fasting on this day. 

As the month of Sha’ban is coming to an end and the blessed month of Ramadhan is right on our doorsteps, the excitement 
and anticipation of what this year’s Ramadhan will bring is keeping everyone on edge. 

As Muslims we are encouraged to increase our good deeds in the month of Ramadhan. For this, through our Ramadhan 
Campaign, we wish to encourage and empower our kids with the value of giving and spending for the sake of Allah. The aim 
of this is to reach $30,000 ($1 a day per student) by the end of the month. 

 

Other activities in Ramadhan will include daily reminders conducted for both Primary and Secondary stressing on the 
important aspects of Ramadhan. Coupled with that will be Islamic Studies teachers holding Ramadhan activities within their 
individual classrooms. 

Along with the anticipation of the month of Ramadhan is the AICS fifth annual Qur’an Competition which will be held in the 
AICS school hall on the 28th of June. This year’s competition will be a historic event from a secondary perspective as it will be 
the first time we will have girls from grades 7-12 participating. Notes have been sent home to parents informing them of the 
event and the selection process their child will go through before being chosen for the final competition 

Primary students are currently on the 1st stage of their assessment from which their Qur’an teachers will choose a top four 
from each class. These top four will go through to the final competition. 

Secondary assessments will be conducted over the coming weeks from which a final number of boys and girls separately will 
be chosen. Those who pass the 1st assessment will compete in the final on the 28th June 2018.  

On behalf of the School we would like to wish you all a festive and accepting fasting month of Ramadan showered with Taqwa 
and blessings.  
 

Mr Hasan Thanvi 
Islamic Studies Teacher and Boys Welfare Coordinator 

 

ISLAMIC STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

  16 



Australian Islamic College of Sydney                                                  
             33 Headcorn Street MT DRUITT, NSW 2770 A.B.N:60 085 245 245 

            TEL: (02) 9677 2613 FAX: (02) 9677 2648 Email: info@aics.nsw.edu.au 
 

 
 
14th May 2018 

Ramadan Campaign  

The Australian Islamic College of Sydney is proud to work in association with the Islamic Association 
Western Suburbs Sydney (IAWSS) to raise funds for Ramadan campaign.  

 

The Campaign aims to assist less fortunate people in different areas of the globe. IAWSS is solely an 
Australian organisation, helping people and countries in need of humanitarian aid. The main focus is to 
provide food, education and to protect both families and children in need. IAWSS is a respected and public 
benevolent institute. 

 
The campaign will commence on Wednesday 16th May, 2018 and will continue until after Eid, Friday 15th of 
June 2018. We are aiming to raise $30,000 this year and we gratefully accept all donations. The contributions 
will be collected each morning during the campaign and will be forwarded to IAWSS to assist with relief 
efforts without delay. 
 
The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: "Save yourself from hellfire by giving even half a date-
fruit in charity” (Sahih Al-Bukhari). 
On behalf of the IAWS and the Australian Islamic College of Sydney we would like to thank you for your 
cooperation and support and wish you all a festive and rewarding month of Ramadan. 
 
 
Dr Imam Ali                                                                               Mrs Abir Moukahal                                                                                
                                                                                              
Principal                                                                                     Organising Teacher 
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