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Principal's Report

As Salaam Alaikum Warahmatulah Wabarakatu 

 

We are now midway through the first term of the 2018 academic year. It is pleasing 

to note a majority of our students, including the new comers, have become used to 

the school routine and culture. Nearly all students come to school on time and 

properly dressed in school uniform. They behave very well and show positive attitude 

towards school work. These are all signs of an excellent start of the 2018 academic 

year and good things to come. 

 

I would like to thank all teachers and parents for their efforts in making this possible. 

Your continued support and cooperation will facilitate our efforts to provide the 

highest quality of education to your children and achieve excellent results. 

 

Parent Information Evenings 

The AICS held parent information evening on 13th February 2018 for both primary 

and secondary school parents. The information session was organised to provide 

parents an opportunity to meet with their children’s teachers and exchange 

information about their children and their studies. 

 

I am glad to report that the response from the parents has been encouraging with a 

large number of the parents attending. This is evidence of strong partnership 

between parents and teachers in the education of our children. On behalf of the 

teachers I would like to thank all those parents and guardians who attended. The 

parents and guardians who have not been able to attend the sessions are asked to 

make appointments to see the teachers between 3.40pm and 4.00 pm whenever 

they need to see them.  

 

Students Attendance 

It is a requirement for all children at the AICS to come to school regularly and 

punctually. Only the Principal has the authority to give permission to a child to be 

absent for any reason other than illness or other unforeseen circumstances. When a 

child is sick, parents are required to inform the school between 8.15 am and 8.30 a.m. 

On returning to school the child should bring a note from parents explaining the 

absence.  

 

When a child is absent for reasons other than illness, parents need to fill in a form 

(obtainable from the school), requesting for leave from the Principal at least a month 

in advance. The Principal will consider the request and convey his decision to the 

parents. Please note that this procedure needs to be strictly followed. 

33 Headcorn Street 
Mount Druitt NSW 2770 

Phone: 9677 2613 
Fax: 9677 2648 

info@aics.nsw.edu.au 
www.aics.nsw.edu.au 

YEAR 5 

HYDE PARK BARRACKS 

P. 8 

YEAR 11  

BIOLOGY CLASS 

P. 11 

Year 12 Examination Block: 
Mon 19th March to Tue 3rd April 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews:  
Tue 10th April (3:30pm-6pm) 

Wed 11th April (3:30pm-6pm) 

Thu 12th April (3:30pm-6pm) 

 

Interim Reports  

Reports will be released from 

Tue 10th April  

(fees must be up to date) 

 

Last Day of Term 1, 2018 
Fri 13th April 

 

Second Term 2018 (10 weeks) 

Tuesday 1st May - Friday 6th July  

(All students return on 

Tuesday 1st May 2018) 

 

NAPLAN Testing  
(Year 3, 5, 7 & 9):  

15–17th May 2018 

 

School Hours 

All students should be at school 

by 8:30 am. Ending times vary 

from class to class: 

 

Year Starts Ends 

Kindy 8:30 am 3:00 pm 

Years 1 – 2 8:30 am 3:05 pm 

Years 3 – 6 8:30 am 3:10 pm 

Years 7 – 12 8:30 am 3:20 pm 

 

Important Dates 

mailto:info@aics.nsw.edu.au
http://www.aics.nsw.edu.au/
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Parents are strongly advised not to take children on holidays during the school terms. Long absences from school result in children 

missing considerable amounts of school work. This adversely affects their learning and academic progress when they return to 

school.  

 

The Year 11 and 12 students are required to fulfil specific attendance and work coverage requirements in order to sit for HSC 

examinations. Absence from school for long periods may prevent these students from meeting the requirements, and thus preventing 

them from sitting for HSC examinations. 

 

I am looking forward to the cooperation and contribution of all parents and guardians in developing a highly rigorous and disciplined 

school culture at AICS, built upon scholarship, integrity and excellence. 

 

Wassalam 

 

Dr Imam Ali 

D E P U T Y  P R I N C I P A L ’ S  R E P O R T  
 

At the very centre of the school’s work is the individual child. We know a lot about children and how they 

learn. Through this knowledge, teachers plan for your child’s educational needs and development.  

 

We know: 

Children are special: Children truly have a marvelous variety of abilities, interests and characteristics that 

make each one special. This uniqueness deserves the respect of every parent and teacher. 

Children pass through stages: As each year passes, they develop new ways of thinking and solving 

problems; they are able to manage their feelings and their social skills are developing. Children reach these 

stages at different times. In any one class teachers have to make allowances for a wide range of maturity 

levels, interests and readiness to tackle new challenges. 

Children want to know: Children are naturally active, curious, creative, searching individuals. They are 

born learners; learning is what they do best. By the time they start school they have learnt a language and 

that is a fantastic accomplishment! 

Children have needs: Children need love, acceptance, limits on their behaviour, challenge and success. 

These all help them to grow and develop their abilities to the full. 

Children need expectations: Children tend to live up, or down, to the expectations of important people in 

their lives. They thrive on high expectations and as long as they are supported through their mistakes, they 

learn that successful learning often requires considerable risk-taking. 

  

These are our beliefs as a College. All teachers foster these beliefs and this should be evident in their work 

each day - it is our job as educators to make sure this happens.  

  

As parents, we ask that you understand that your child is an individual and they have needs, and individual 

expectations should be placed upon them - comparing to others is unhealthy and discouraged. 

  

If you have any queries related to your child's learning, I encourage you to seek out your child's class teacher 

or year advisor.  

  

Thanks, 

  

Cameron Warne 

Deputy Principal 
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  I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E S  

 
 

Australian Islamic College of Sydney - Boys’ Hair Policy 
 

• Boys’ hair must be kept neat. 

• Boys’ hairstyles must be cut above the shirt collar at the back. Hair must be cut around the ears. At the front, a fringe must not 

reach the eyes. 

• Boys’ hair must not be excessively layered, and the contrast between the shorter layer around the lower part, and the longer 

upper part must be kept to a minimum and blended/faded progressively without a sudden change of hair length. For example, a 

very short lower and a much longer and/or thicker top part is not acceptable. 

• No part of the hair should be cut shorter than a “number 1”. 

• On the top boys’ hair should not be longer than 10cm in length and should still adhere to all other hairstyling rules (noting rules 

on fringe length and blend/fade). 

• Undercuts, tracts, lines, shapes, comb overs or any other patterns cut into the hair are not permitted. 

  

The acceptability of any hairstyle is at the discretion of the Principal or their nominated staff member/s. Parents and 

students are expected to adjust non-compliant hairstyles. Refusal to abide by these policies could result in disciplinary 

action and may result in the student being asked to stay away from school until such time as their hair or hairstyle 

conforms to the policy once more. 

 

Repeated offences will result in more serious consequences. 

 

The Uniform Policy on students’ hairstyles applies for the whole time students are in school uniform, sports uniform, at 

any school function either on school property or in the community. 

 

Some examples of compliant hairstyles are below: 

 

 
 

 

 
                                                                                                        

 

Some examples of non-compliant hairstyles are below: 

 

 
 

 
 

The above examples are not a complete and final list and should be used as a general guide only. 
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  I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E S  

 

 Primary Library News
 
I am delighted to 

invite all students 

from Kindergarten 

to Year 9 to join 

the 2018 

Premier’s 

Reading 

Challenge. 
 

The Challenge 

aims to boost 

children’s literacy 

skills by 

encouraging 

students to read 

widely for 

pleasure and 

learning, to 

develop their 

imagination, and 

to cultivate a passion for literature. Last year, 377 students 

successfully completed the challenge by reading 7,170 

books. The reading period for the 2018 Premier’s Reading 

Challenge commences on Monday 05 March and closes 

Friday 31 August. 

 

An invitation letter and a reading record sheet to record the 

books read will be sent to each student in Kindergarten to 

Year 9. This record must be submitted to AICS Library on 

or before 31 August 2018. We look forward to seeing, as 

many of our students as possible, embrace the 2018 

Premier’s reading Challenge and appreciate your support. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Maria Carpio 

Primary Librarian 

 

 

 

  

Kitchen Garden Project 
 
The Kitchen Garden of our 
school is a place where students 
enjoy freedom of choice. They 
work independently and enjoy 
cleaning, digging, weeding, 
growing and watering plants. 
The most enjoyable time for 
them is to see something grow 
and then ready to be consumed. 
 
We have started working to 
clean and replant. It is an 
ongoing hands-on activity for 
students that enjoy doing so.  
 
The Kitchen Garden Program 
touches on all key learning 
areas for primary students and 
there is enormous potential for 
any school to develop further 
curriculum links within the 
program. If it is to have a 
lasting impact on the eating 
habits and wellbeing of 
children, it needs to be 
embedded in the life of the 
school. 
 
Scientific learning 
opportunities include the 
theory and practice of care for 
plants and animals in the 
garden, natural systems and 
cycles (water, carbon, and 
seasons), geometry, calculation 
and data collection. It also 
provides opportunities for 
measurements of mass and 
volume, temperature and 
timing, nutritional value, 
cultural influences and food 
styles, the language of cooking 
and of recipes as procedural 
texts, narratives and descriptive 
writing. 
 
We hope to have lots of fun this 
year as well. 
 
Ms Nuzhat Ejaz 
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P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  N E W S  

This week has been a very interesting week for 

Kindergarten students as we approach week seven 

of the term. So far we have been learning all about 

the letters C, K and E -  the sounds they make 

using our house to school mat, and how they look 

when joined with other letters to make a word. 

The students are doing such a good job learning 

their sounds and are practicing these sounds at 

home too. Over the past few weeks Kindergarten 

students have also been learning Mathematics 

through a new program called Prime. We have 

been focusing on numbers from one to seven in 

our Prime Maths books which has been so much 

fun. The students have been learning so much, 

well done Kindergarten! 

 

Ms Julie Lawrenson - KA Class Teacher  
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Who said phonics can’t be funics?!?! 

In Year One we have been learning our vowel sounds and have been having fun doing it! We created a 

connect 4 game where children had to identify words and place counters after correctly saying a word. The 

children got to challenge their friends to a fun game and work on their understanding of the short ‘i’ sound 

as well! 

Phonics is an important part of literacy development in our children. It allows them to breakdown individual 

sounds in words to read and spell unfamiliar words. As they progress with their phonics they will be able to 

blend and segment sounds accurately to become autonomous readers. These early literacy phonics based 

lessons are the building blocks for a lifetime of effective and efficient reading! We will progress through all 

the short and long vowel sounds and then into some harder sounds for the children as the year progresses. 

One thing for sure is that we are having a lot of fun learning in Year One!  

 

Mr Adam Herborn – 1B Class Teacher 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Students in Year Two have settled 

into their class routines and are 

concentrating on their everyday 

work.  

 

This term, Year Two students are 

reading Aboriginal Dreamtime 

stories, Asian Folk stories and 

imaginative fairy tales.  

 

Students follow comprehension 

strategies which are predicting, 

making connections, monitoring, 

questioning and summarising while 

they read stories.  

 

They will be working on writing imaginative stories following five headings - opening, build up, problem, resolution 

and ending throughout the term; They also incorporate the stories with Visual Arts.  

 

Year Two students participate in guided reading, shared reading and independent reading with great enthusiasm.  

 

Ms Afroza Hossain – 2B Class Teacher 
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This term, Year 3 students have 

been studying the concept of ‘Day 

and Night’, exploring the 

connections between the Earth, 

Sun and Moon. Part of this unit 

included the exploration of 

shadows. 

Students explored the concept of 

how shadows were created (make 

sure to check with your child 

how), how they moved 

throughout the day and even 

applied their knowledge to a game 

of Shadow Tag, where students 

had to chase each other and tread on each others’ shadows! 

 

Mr Daniel Ferrin – 3C Class Teacher 

 

 

 
 

The first four weeks of Term 1 have been very busy and exciting for Year 4 students. As part of the literacy 

program, students in Year 4 have been enthusiastically engaged in shared reading. They are thoroughly 

enjoying reading the novel Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume. Shared reading promotes 

reading as a pleasurable activity and provides a model for fluent reading and appropriate reading behaviours.  

It provides students with an opportunity to participate in reading, learn concepts of how print works and get 

the feel of learning to read with fluency. 

The shared reading experience also provides students the opportunity to use ‘Into the Book’ strategies such 

as predicting, visualising, making connections, summarising, questioning, evaluating and inferring. These 

strategies enable students to improve their reading and comprehension skills. 

Ms Misbah Naveed – 4D Class Teacher 
 



WEDNESDAY, 7TH MARCH 2018                                                                                 TERM 1 ISSUE 2 

8 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 
Year 5 students visited Hyde Park Barracks on 
Thursday 22nd of February as a part of their history 
unit on life in the early NSW colony. Students 
learnt about the experiences of male convicts who 
lived at the barracks between 1819 and 1848. They 
learnt about the personal experiences of individual 
men and boys who were housed at the barracks. 
Students also tried out the hammocks, handled 
leg-irons and learnt about some of the other 
punishments the men faced if they broke the rules. 
They were then issued with a shirt marked with the 

broad arrow and got a taste of convict work laying 
some bricks. The students also explored the 
different parts of ‘Hyde Park’, the oldest public 
parkland in Australia. Students sketched some of 
the famous monuments including the ANZAC War 
Memorial, Captain Cook’s Statue, Sandringham 
Gardens, and the Obelisk. The students and 
teachers had a fantastic day!  
 
 
Mr Paddy Smith – 5B Class Teacher 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
The Year 6 students have been learning about the Asia Continent in class. They have learned about the 
geographical location of Asia and its 47 countries. They were fascinated by the size of the continent and how 
multicultural it is. The students have also completed a mini research project on one Asian country of their 
choice. Many of them chose their own home countries like Pakistan, Indonesia and Malaysia. In the next 
three weeks, students will be completing a more comprehensive inquiry-based project to compare various 
aspects between one chosen Asian country and Australia. They will use a variety of geographical tools to 
acquire, process and communicate the findings of their inquiry project. 
 

 
 

Mr Marcus Lu – 6B Class Teacher 
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H I G H  S C H O O L  N E W S  

 

 
 

 

All classes have begun in earnest and it is pleasing to see how well all year groups, especially the new Year 

7’s, have started this academic year.  

 

The NAPLAN classes are running well and all students are using their new skills either in their normal 

English lessons or in the small learning groups that are working with Mrs Grey.  

 

All students from Year 7 to 10 should be using their Pearson workbooks as extension activities or as 

homework tasks and this should help all our students to understand the importance of correct spelling, 

grammar and vocabulary, not just in English, but to help improve their written work in all subject areas.  

 

I would like to remind all students of the importance of reading for pleasure and making sure that everyone 

has a novel in their bags for silent reading time during roll call or to use if they have completed all tasks 

within the lesson. 

 

As we move forward in the term please take the time to talk to your children about the importance of 

preparing well in advance for any assessment tasks that will be coming up in the next few weeks, especially 

for Year 12 as they near the end of their first modules for the HSC English course. 

 

Ms Sandra Sullivan – Acting HoD English 

 

 

  

English Department 
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In this edition of the newsletter we would like 
to introduce the Y7 and Y8 Technology 
Mandatory subject taught by Ms Sanjana 
Rahman. She has been with us at AICS for a 
number of years now and students have always 
enjoyed the freedom to be creative and explore 
their ideas regarding technology with her. 
 

The Year 7 students have begun their Sticky 
Design unit. The unit involves students 
exploring aspects of Information and 
Communication with particular reference to 
responsible use of social media, as well as 
providing opportunities for collaborative 
activities that will challenge their problem 
solving, investigative skills and decision 
making. Students will design and make a 
range of communication products to be 
presented as a website using Weebly. 
 

In Year 8, students will be starting their Food 
Revolution unit. This unit of work requires 
students to design, produce and evaluate a 
packaged food product.  Students will consider 
the impact their designs have on society and 
the environment by applying a life cycle 
analysis. The unit provides opportunities for 
students to collaboratively work and 
experiment with food and its properties as well 
as plan and allocate resources for group tasks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Throughout the year students in both grades 
will also be invited on many excursions where 
they can see the design concepts they learn at 
school in action in the real world. The Year 8’s 
will also have a chance to showcase their 
creations to their parents and teachers on 
Food Revolution Day. 
 

In Mathematics news, parents may have heard 
the latest update regarding the significance of 
NAPLAN for Year 9 students. In response to 
feedback from many parents and teachers 
across the state, NSW Education Minister Rob 
Stokes has announced that Year 9 students no 
longer need to earn a Band 8 in all three core 
NAPLAN tests. With this in mind, we as a 
school still value the critical skills assessed in 
these tests and certainly encourage students to 
try their best, so regardless of these changes, 
students will continue to receive the same 
amount of direct support from their teachers 
leading up to the examinations in May. 
However, we are sure this news comes as a 
huge relief to many as students no longer need 
to worry about what negative effects the 
NAPLAN could have on their HSC down the 
line. 
 

As always, all of our staff are very happy to 
answer any questions you may have. The more 
communication the better! 
 
 
Mr Matthew McAllister – HoD Mathematics & 
Technology

 
 

 
 

Mathematics & Technology Department 
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Assalamu Alaykum. 

 

What a great start to the year we have had. I am very impressed with the student’s application in class and 

equally proud of my hardworking staff. 

 

Sadly, we farewell our senior Biology teacher, Ms Hanya Cassim. She has done an outstanding job as a year 

10 Advisor and as a Senior Biology and Science teacher. Her leadership, creativity, great teaching, sense of 

humor and faith will be greatly missed. She has mentored and inspired many students over the last three 

years and helped them achieve excellence in her subject areas.  

 

On the other hand, Science department welcomes Ms Shiraz Teia, who replaces Ms Cassim. She is a highly 

skilled Science and Biology teacher and has been teaching and delivering quality-learning experiences to 

secondary students within NSW high schools.  

 

Year 12 Extra classes in Chemistry, Biology and Physic are being conducted to prepare students for their 

upcoming HSC examinations.  

 

Again, I am thankful for the wonderful teachers I lead in my faculty. They have been very supportive and 

worked tirelessly to develop a dynamic program in science. 

 

Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me or drop me an email 

sanils@aics.nsw.edu.au. 

 

Ms Hanya Cassim – My Biology Teacher 

Ms Hanya Cassim, a devoted, dedicated and charismatic science biology teacher who has had a positive 

effect on the school as well as the students over the past few years. She would dedicate her recess, lunch, 

afterschool and before school time to students that required extra classes to understand the content. She had 

purpose and direction in her teaching. She had a holistic approach to teaching, provided extended 

knowledge beyond the syllabus and taught us the life skills such as self – study, responsibility and taught us 

how to write a constructive answer using the IDEA scaffold. She is one of the major reasons that caused us 

to morph into the strong individuals that we are now. It was truly a blessing and honor being one of her 

students. 

Aqueel Anjum 

Year 11 
 

Mr Sanil Sen - HoD Science 

 

 

 

  

Science Department 

mailto:sanils@aics.nsw.edu.au
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In HSIE from Years 7-10 we will be teaching 
History in the first semester followed by 
Geography in Semester 2.  Commerce for 
Year 9 and 10 are taught throughout the year. 
For the HSC classes some of the subjects 
offered by the HSIE Department are Ancient 
History, Business Studies, Economics, 
Studies of Religion, Society and Culture and 
Legal Studies.  
 
We have started off Term 1 with some 
interesting topics in History, like the 
Ottoman Empire, Rights and Freedoms etc. 
There will be a strong emphasis on historical  
 
 
 

 
skills, source analysis and writing tasks.  In 
Commerce, Consumer Choice and Law and 
Society are being taught with direct 
correlation to the student environment.  
 
Throughout the year relevant excursions will 
be organised to enhance student learning. We 
would encourage every student to participate 
in the Australian History and Geography 
competitions later in the year as it 
complements class room learning. 
 
We at the HSIE department look forward to a 
successful teaching and learning experience 
in 2018. 
 
 
Ms Sabina Keith - HoD HSIE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PDHPE Department would like to thank parents and students for their prompt compliance 
with sports uniform requirements. We appreciate the support and hope it continues into the 
future.  

Moving into cooler months, we emphasise the need for names to be written on jackets and 
jumpers. Students often remove these items during practical lessons and all too often items of 
clothing are left behind and never collected.  

Throughout the year, we also ask parents to ensure students have a hat and apply sunscreen for 
practical lessons. Students should also have a water bottle for all PE and sports lessons.  

The PDHPE Department at AICS regularly use Herber Park in Hebersham, and Elizabeth Jonsson 
Reserve in Mount Druitt, for PE, PASS and sports lessons. Students either travel to the parks via 
school bus or walk. A permission note outlining this was issued to Secondary School students 
earlier in the year. We look forward to having all the notes submitted soon so we may begin using 
these venues.  

Lastly, there are a number of interschool sports competitions coming soon in a range of sports. We 
look forward to selecting our best athletes to represent AICS in these events. 
 
Mr Omar Etri - HoD PDHPE & CAPA 
  

HSIE Department 

PDHPE Department 
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VISUAL ARTS 

Our busy Year 7 students have been doing some 
hard internet research on different forms of 
Microbes and have found out some interesting 
facts about bacteria, viruses, fungi and protozoa.           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Year 8 students have been working on 
acquiring more knowledge and 
understanding of the 17 United Nations 
global goals. They will research one 
particular goal and then create an artwork 
that makes a bold 
statement about 
being socially 
aware within our 
diverse world. 
 
Ms Sandy 
Auduong – Visual 
Arts Teacher 

CAPA Department 


