
WEDNESDAY, 14TH FEBRUARY 2018                                                                                  TERM 1 ISSUE 1 

1 | P a g e  

  

AICS NEWSLETTER 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Principal's Message 

As Salaam Alaikum Warahmatulah Wabarakatu. 

With great pleasure I welcome both returning and new students and their families to the school. I hope that 
your time at the College will be enjoyable and that you will receive the quality of education, training and 
experience for which you are here. I also extend a very warm welcome to the new teachers and wish you all 
the success in providing quality education to the children. Our school’s focus is on helping students reach 
their full academic potential, developing Islamic faith and moral character.  

The last four years has been an important era in the history of our school in terms of innovations and 
changes to improve the standard of education. During this period, teachers have been upskilled to adopt 
evidence-based and ‘high leverage’ instructional strategies to improve teaching and learning outcomes. As a 
standard practice teachers set high standards and help and guide the students to achieve them. These 
strategies enabled us to improve the overall standard of education and promote academic excellence and 
good discipline in the entire College. This is reflected in outstanding NAPLAN and HSC results and 
exemplary behaviour of students in the recent years.  

The College has a team of highly qualified teaching and executive staff with an outstanding level of 
commitment and dedication to students and their educational achievements. As a well-coordinated team we 
will continue with our efforts to take our school and student achievement to the next level of excellence in 
2018. We will introduce more intensive and challenging academic programs and encourage each individual 
to achieve their personal best.  

In the recent years, a strong partnership between the College staff, AICS Board and parents has contributed 
significantly to the exceptional improvements in the overall functioning of the school. This year I request all 
parents and the Board to strengthen this partnership and facilitate our efforts provide the highest quality of 
education to our children. 
I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND CO-OPERATION IN 2018 
TO SUCCEED OUR MISSION TO MAKE AUSTRALIAN ISLAMIC COLLEGE OF SYDNEY AN 
INSTITUTION OF CHOICE FOR ALL PARENTS. 
 
Wassalam 
 
Dr Imam Ali 
Principal 

33 Headcorn Street 
Mount Druitt NSW 2770 

Phone: 9677 2613 
Fax: 9677 2648 

info@aics.nsw.edu.au 
www.aics.nsw.edu.au 

YEAR 2 BUSY WITH 
MATHEMATICS 

P. 5 

YEAR 7  
AMAZING ARTWORKS 

P. 13 
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D E P U T Y  P R I N C I P A L ’ S  R E P O R T  
 
Let me take this opportunity to thank the AICS community for their warm welcome in this new role. In 
filling the position of Deputy Principal I intend to sustain the improvement made over the previous years 
and help bring the college together as a whole.  
 
I am committed to unlocking every child’s ability to learn and working hard with my colleagues to embed 
high yield pedagogical practices to achieve this end.  I look forward to meeting students, teachers, parents 
and other members whom I do not already know in this new role.  
 
Parents were provided a letter on the first day of school to explain changes, including beginning this year with 
the establishment of College Behaviour Expectations across all K-12 classes and the entire college campus:  
 

 
 
These have been explained to students and are now part of normal routine in the school. Already, I see students 
focused on their studies and an increase in the level of respect amongst students and teachers as a result. Please 
continue to discuss expectations with your children at home to ensure they are clear on the behaviour that is 
expected of them when they come to school each day. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Mr Cameron Warne 
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  I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E S  
 
Primary School Student Representative Council (SRC) 2018 

 
The Australian Islamic College of Sydney announced the 2018 Primary 
School Students Representative Council (SRC) in the morning 
assembly on Wednesday, 14th February 2018.  
 
The selection process started in Week One, when students from Grade 
6 submitted a written application for the 2018 SRC Team. Each 
classroom teacher then read all applications and consulted with their 
previous teachers to select 9 students from each class to proceed to the 
next round of the process. Those 27 students then presented a speech 
to their classes, and 5 students per class were selected by their 
classroom teacher and another member of staff. 
 
On Thursday, 8th February, those 15 final candidates presented their 
final speeches to all staff members and students in Grade 6. Shortly 
after that, students and teachers used the preferential voting system to 
elect 10 students to form the 2018 SRC team.  
 
Those final 10 students were interviewed individually by the Primary 
Coordinator Ms Pillay and the Stage 3 Coordinator Mr Lu for the 
leadership roles in the team.  
 
Please find the names of the SRC team listed below:  
 

Captains: 
Azhar Hussain 6A 

Anisa Azmi 6B 
 

Vice-Captains: 
Aryan Ejaj 6B 

Saleeha Rana 6B 
 

Prefects: 
Hassan Azhar 6B 

Rosanna Yahya 6C 
Jahanzeb Rana 6C 

Yusuf Mulla 6C 
Hamzah Umarji 6A 
Sarina Naibkhil 6A 

 
 
 
Stage 3 Coordinator 
Marcus Lu 
 
  

 
School Terms & Holidays 
2018  
 
On the request of many parents and 
teachers the AICS management has 
decided to follow the NSW State 
Schools term dates in 2018. The 
following are the term dates for 
2018.  
 
First Term (11 Weeks)  
Monday 29th January 2018 – 
Friday 13th April 2018  
First Term Holidays: Saturday 14th 
April 2018 – Sunday 29th April 
2018  
 
Second Term (10 Weeks)  
Monday 30th April 2018 – Friday 
6th July 2018  
(Students return on Tuesday 1st 
May 2018)  
Second Term Holidays: Saturday 
7th July 2018 – Sunday 22nd July 
2018  
 
Third Term (10 Weeks)  
Monday 23rd July 2018 - Friday 
28th September 2018  
(Students return on Tuesday 24th 
July 2018)  
Third Term Holidays: Saturday 
29th September 2018 - Sunday 14th 
October 2018  
 
Fourth Term (9 Weeks)  
Monday 15th October 2018 – 
Friday 14th December 2018 
(Students return on Tuesday 16th 
October 2018)  
Summer vacation starts on Monday 
17th December 2018  
 
Parents and carers should plan 
their family holidays and overseas 
trips considering these dates so that 
children are not away from school 
during term times. 
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  I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E S
 

Primary Library News
Students from K-2 need to have a School Library bag to 
be able to carry their library books and home reading 
books from the class. This is available at the Primary 
Library for a cost of $10 each. Students from Grade 3 to 
6 should have their own library bag or a plastic folder. 
Shopping bags or plastic sleeves are not acceptable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Scholastic Book Club commences for the school year. 
The first order is due on the 25th of February 2018.  All 
book orders should be completed and paid online only. 
 

 
Please follow the link and instructions in the image 
below. 
 

Ms Maria Carpio 
Primary Librarian 
 

P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  N E W S  
 

 
 
 
It has been an exciting, and at times tearful, first two 
weeks for our Kindergarten students, as they begin to 
settle into the new school environment. It has been 
lovely to see them begin to engage with each other and 
develop new friendships as they become more 
comfortable in their new surroundings. We are proud of 
their efforts so far and look forward to seeing them 
progress even further!  
 
A few helpful reminders to ease in the transition: 

 We encourage all our students to eat healthily, 
so please pack at least one piece of fruit in your 
child’s lunchbox each day. The school day can 
seem quite long for some of our Kindy students 
as they get used to the school hours, so please 
make sure your child is receiving a good night’s 

sleep and a healthy breakfast in the morning to 
prepare them for their day! 
 

 Please label all your child’s belongings; hats, 
jumpers, lunchboxes and drink bottles. The 
students are still getting used to the routines of 
the day and if their possessions are labelled it 
will make it much easier if they misplace an 
item.  
 

 Encourage your child to talk about their day and 
what they have learnt. 

 
Ms Grady - KD Teacher
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Welcome to Year One! It has been a lovely start to the 
school year with students returning eagerly, settling in 
with friends and teachers, both new and old. The Year 
One teachers would like to extend a warm welcome to 
all families of our students.  

 
Teachers are anticipating an exciting and productive 
year ahead, with many fun learning activities planned.  
 
This term in English students will be studying 
‘Imaginative Texts’, where we will be reading a variety 
of interesting imaginative texts and continuing to 
develop our own creative writing skills. 

 
In Mathematics students will continue with the ‘Prime 
Mathematics’ program studying the topics ‘Numbers to 
20’, ‘Addition and Subtraction Within 20’ and ‘Plane 
Shapes’.  
In History students are learning about ‘Families; Past 
and Present’.  
In Science, the topic ‘Watch it Grow’ will be studied 
where our students will be observing lifecycles whilst 

engaging in a range of activities and scientific 
discussions.  
 
In Creative Arts, ‘Dance’ will be taught where students 
will utilize movements and expressions that convey 
feelings and moods. This is an element of the 
curriculum and is taught in accordance with the Islamic 
Ethos of the School. 
 
In PDH students will study ‘Watch Your Step’ where 
they will learn to identify safe and unsafe situations and 
how to handle unsafe situations should they arise.  
 
In PE the unit of ‘Games and Sports’ will be undertaken 
where students will use a range of fundamental 
movement skills and play a wide range of games.   
 
In 1A students have been engaging with hands on 
English and Mathematics activities, quickly getting 
back into the routine of school.  
 
I look forward to a wonderful year with 1A, and look 
forward to watching them learn and grow with the 
support of parents and the teaching staff at AICS. 

 
 

Ms Shannon McGovern – 1A Class Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
As well as using Prime Maths in the Year Two classroom, students have had 
the opportunity this week to use the laptops and explore various maths games. 
Everyone was engaged and enjoyed learning in a different way. Games give 
students opportunities to explore fundamental number concepts, such as 
computation strategies. They also encourage students to explore number 
combinations, place value and other important mathematical concepts all while 
students deepen their mathematical understanding and reasoning. 
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Year Three students have admirably settled into their 
new classrooms. Week One has been an exceptionally 
productive week, with students engaging in “getting to 
know you” activities and preparing for their new 
learning programs for this term. 
 
In English, students will engage in activities that will 
enable them to develop their skills in speaking, 
listening, reading and writing. Students will focus on 
identify strategies to improve comprehension, using 
Question-Answer Relationships (QAR) and ‘Into the 
Book’. They will learn about the structure and 
grammatical features of a range of written texts. 
Students will participate in a range of activities in the 
Novel Study of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 

In Mathematics, students will continue with the Prime 
Maths program. 
 
In Science and Technology, students will explore a 
broad range of environments. Learning experiences 
include investigation, problem solving, designing, 
modelling and observation. Students will investigate 
day and night in Australia, focusing on the moon and 
the sun and the way they influence prayer times and 
religious celebrations. 

During History, students will explore the historical 
features and diversity both in their local community and 
in a broader context. They will research the significance 
of celebrations and commemorations, both locally and 
in other places around the world. 
 
In PDHPE, students will develop in their knowledge, 
skills and individual strengths to lead a healthy, active 
and happy lifestyle. Students will participate in 
activities that will assist in understanding their personal 
growth and development. They will also participate in 
activities and coaching that will enable them to develop 
their skills in Hockey. 
 
In Creative Arts, the focus is on Visual Arts. Students 
will select materials, tools and techniques to create 
artworks, experimenting with drawing and painting to 
create close-ups, long distance views and various 
moods, identify similarities between art and the real 
world.  
 
Year 3 Teachers,  
Ms Kirstie Parkes 
Mrs Selina Sathiapal 
Mr Daniel Ferrin 
Ms Naureen Inam

 

 

 
 
 
Grade Four teachers are extremely pleased to see students settling well in their classrooms and becoming accustomed 
with the class routines. Students have displayed enthusiasm in labelling and organizing their books. It is a pleasure to 
see them start the year with great confidence, motivation and a passion for learning.  
This term student will be exposed to a range of topics within the subjects and they will be introduced to a variety of 
learning activities to enrich their learning. These activities will involve group work, independent work and hands on 
activities.  
Below is an overview of the key learning areas in Grade Four: 
 
ENGLISH 
In English, students develop their talking, listening, reading and writing skills. They learn about features of the 
English language through the study of literature, poetry and plays. Students also learn to compose their own pieces of 
writing to suit different purposes and audiences, using correct spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 
MATHEMATICS 
Students will continue using the Prime Mathematics teaching program, based on top-performing programs from 
international schools to help engage and improve mathematical understanding. 
 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
Science and Technology is a key learning area where students explore a broad range of environments. Learning 
experiences include investigation, problem-solving, designing, modelling and observation. 



WEDNESDAY, 14TH FEBRUARY 2018                                                                                  TERM 1 ISSUE 1 

7 | P a g e  

 
 
HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY 
In History, Year Four students will explore the arrival of the First Fleet in Australia. They examine how Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islanders lived before British Colonization and the effect it had on their lives, their interaction with 
settlers, traders and explorers. 
 
In Geography, students will explore Australia’s natural and human features as well as climate and compare these to 
our neighboring countries. They will learn about the Environment and why we need to care of it. 
 
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PDHPE) 
In PDHPE, students develop the knowledge, skills and individual strengths to lead a healthy, active and happy 
lifestyle. 
 
CREATIVE ARTS 
Creative Arts gives students experiences in the visual arts, music, drama and human movement. They have 
opportunities to explore their creativity in each of these areas. They learn to appreciate the meanings and values that 
each art form offers. They perform and express themselves through the visual arts, music, drama and movement. 
 
Ms Shantha Clement - 4A Class Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 5 teachers extend a very warm welcome to all of 
our Year 5 students and parents.  
 
What a smooth start to the 2018 academic year! 
Students and the teachers knew exactly what to do on 
day one. Students settled very quickly in their very 
well prepared classrooms.  
 
Week One was spent mostly familiarizing ourselves 
with the new school rules, expectations, policies and 
procedures of the day to day life at AICS.  
 
We were just trying to get used to new classrooms 
when the book orders started pouring in. Text books, 

exercise books and stationery items have been sorted 
out and stored in student trays and we are well 
prepared to face the upcoming challenges of Term 1. 
Time tables and rosters have been finalized. The 
information booklets about our academic work have 
been sent home.   
 
Students are looking refreshed and grown up, ready to 
learn new things. Motivation levels are at a peak at the 
moment and we hope that we will be able to maintain 
it throughout the year, Insha-Allah. 
 
 
Ms Nuzhat Ejaz – 5A Class Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the start of what promises to be a 
fantastic year in Year Six! 
 
I am thrilled to be a part of the AICS community 
and look forward to working with a wonderful 
group of teachers and students.  
 
In English, the students will continue to explore 
and further develop their skills in reading 

comprehension, utilizing the resource ‘Into the 
Book’. In Writing the students will focus on the 
Narrative genre while also exploring the range of 
grammatical features good writers use to enhance 
their work.  
 
This week (Week One) in Mathematics, we 
started Maths groups, where we will be using the 
Prime Mathematics program. We will be studying 
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multiple topics this term under the following 
strands: Numbers and Operations, Measurement, 
Geometry, Data Analysis and Algebra.  
 
In Science, the students will be exploring animal 
habitats, in particular, zoo enclosures. We will be 
examining the conditions needed for living things 
to thrive in a range of climates and environments. 
This unit of work also includes a visit to Taronga 
Zoo in March.  
 
In Geography, the students will be studying the 
continent of Asia. The students in 6A are able to 
utilize the huge World map that has been set up in 
their classroom!  
 

The students are currently examining the artwork 
of Andy Warhol, with particular emphasis on the 
development of Pop Art. Their artworks should be 
amazing!  
 
For the PE component of PDHPE, the students 
will be focusing on hockey skills, with an inter-
grade tournament to be held at the end of the term. 
The Personal Development component gives 
students the opportunity to learn about their 
changing bodies, social and emotional 
development, personal feelings, values and 
capabilities.  
 
Here’s to an amazing term! 
 
Mr Daniel Prince - 6A Class Teacher  

 
 

H I G H  S C H O O L  N E W S  

 
 

 
 
Welcome back to the 2018 academic year. This year proves to be a very exciting year in the English 
Department and we hope that all our students are able to learn, enjoy and achieve all their goals. We have a 
lot on offer including a number of new resources such as dedicated literacy lessons and student workbooks to 
help our students in Years 7 and 9 prepare and feel confident in their ability to perform to the best of their 
potential in the coming NAPLAN examinations.  
 
Extra classes and HSC help will also be available throughout the year to allow all of our Year 11 and 12 
students to prepare for their upcoming HSC examinations or to ensure they are meeting the requirements of 
the new English Syllabus introduced this year. We are also hoping to be able to involve students in a number 
of exciting workshops and excursions to the theatre to enhance the learning of all our students.  
 
Lastly, we could like to introduce our newest English teacher, Mr Campbell Harvey. He has joined us this 
year and we are looking forward to all the knowledge and experience he can bring to the department and the 
students he will be working with this year. 
 
  

English Department 
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We in the Mathematics and Technology 
department are looking forward to another great 
year at AICS. Last year saw a lot of positive 
changes within the department, and now with a 
solid team and a clear focus on success we are 
aiming to make 2018 our best year yet. 
 
First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome Mr Shiraz Rathani to the AICS team, who 
joins us as our new IST/IT teacher and also as a 
Mathematics teacher. Mr Rathani has valuable 
knowledge of the tech industry, most recently 
working as an IT Security Analyst at IBM for the 
past number of years, though his passion has 
always been to teach. Whilst working he has taught 
Mathematics in various capacities at all levels, 
alongside studying to earn his Master of Education 
as well. He is now ready to begin teaching full-time 
at AICS, and I look forward to seeing how he can 
incorporate his real-world experience into his 

teaching methods and prepare our students for a 
rapidly changing technological world.  
Turning our attention to Mathematics for 2018, 
parents should be aware that although classes for 
other subjects from Years 7-10 are not streamed by 
ability anymore, Mathematics classes are still 
being sorted by performance. This decision has 
been made so that the school can best cater for the 
mathematical needs of every student at every 
ability level. Throughout the year our teachers will 
continually assess students and class changes may 
be made where appropriate, so we encourage all 
students to try their best and strive to position 
themselves amongst the highest achievers in their 
respective year level. 
 
With the beginning of a new year, NAPLAN 
becomes our priority for Year 7 and Year 9 in 
preparation for the tests held in mid-May. We have 
conducted practice NAPLAN tests and are in the 
process of analyzing the students’ results so that we 
may narrow our focus on any areas of weakness. 
Once this is complete, we will incorporate crucial 
problem solving strategies into our lessons on a 
daily basis so that by the time students sit their test 
they will be well prepared. 
 
One last house-keeping note to finish off with, I 
would like to emphasize that every student is 
expected to have a calculator ready to use in any 
given lesson this year. We recommend purchasing 
a Casio fx-82AU PLUS II. Additionally, students 
are expected to have access to their 
CambridgeMATHS textbook in every 
Mathematics lesson, either as an eBook or physical 
copy borrowed from the library.  
 
If you have any questions throughout the year, 
please feel free to contact either myself or your 
child’s teacher. The education of our students is our 
top priority, and we are always more than happy to 
talk with parents.  
Here’s to a great 2018! 
 
Mr Matthew McAllister - HoD Mathematics & 
Technology

 
 

Mathematics & Technology Department 

Welcome to AICS, Mr Rathani! 
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Science is fascinating and functional and through exploration, discovery, experimentation and research, students are 
challenged to seek explanation for what happens in the world around us. 
 
At AICS, Science is a mandatory subject for all years’ 7-10 students. For years 11 and 12 students, we offer the full 
range of courses- Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Senior Science and Investigating Science.  
 
I welcome year 7 students to our Science family. Year 7 started with their first topic “Working Scientifically”. This 
chapter is an introduction to the subject of Science including identification of terms, laboratory skills and safety rules, 
experimental methods and team investigation. 
 
Year 11 have been introduced with newly developed syllabus this year. NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) 
Stage 6 syllabuses have been developed to provide students with opportunities to further develop skills which will 
assist in the next stage of their lives.The syllabuses provide a set of broad learning outcomes that summarise the 
knowledge, understanding, skills, values and attitudes important for students to succeed in and beyond their schooling. 
In particular, the attainment of skills in literacy and numeracy needed for further study, employment and active 
participation in society are areas of concentration in the new syllabus. 
 
The goal of the Science Department is to develop scientifically literate citizens by teaching them to think critically in 
school and as lifelong learners. We set out to instill a never-ending curiosity about the world and to develop the skills 
necessary to investigate questions. We seek to challenge students to recognize problems, ask and explore questions, 
formulate working hypotheses, determine the best way to observe phenomena, construct and revise models, handle 
data with accuracy, reach tentative conclusions consistent with what is known, and express themselves clearly about 
the significance of findings.  
 
The acquisition by students of cognitive processes such as these and the habits of mind and attitudes that underlie 
them is a fundamental component of our standards based, nationally and state aligned science curriculum. The science 
department supports implementation of this curriculum through professional development focused on content and 
pedagogy, which insures fidelity of implementation, while providing a structured environment for continued reflection 
and refinement of the curriculum. We believe in academic challenge for all students and foster this mindset through 
strong instruction and developmentally appropriate curriculum. 
 
We achieve this by: 
• Encouraging the exploration of their existing knowledge and views of the world around them 
• Developing skills in practical investigations, research, formulating questions, teamwork, and scientific 

communication 
• Teaching the broad principles underpinning scientific understanding through specific examples 
• Exploring how we can use our scientific understanding to contribute positively to our school, community and 

world 
• Exposing students to a variety of experiences including experimental work, discussions, evaluation of mass 

media, on-line activities, excursions and individual projects. 
 
The Science faculty is blessed by an engaging and dynamic group of professionals determined to deliver quality 
Science curricula to the students of AICS. The following teachers teach at various levels this year: 

 Mr Sen: Head of Department and Years 11 & 12 Physics 
 Ms. Tessie James: Year 7 Science and Year 12 Senior Science 
 Ms. Faaiza Nisha: Year 10 Science, Year 12 Biology and Year 11 Investigating Science 
 Ms. Hanya Cassim: Years 7 and 9 Science and Year 11 Biology 
 Mr Philip McKenzie: Year 8 Science and Years 11 & 12 Chemistry 
 Ms. Mary Nelapati: Year 7 Science 

Apart from classroom learning, students also take part in other activities in science. Science week and Year 8 VALID 
examinations.   

Science Department 
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Science Week: The College once again will be been celebrating its annual Science Week in Term 3. This year’s 
theme is 'Game Changers and Change Makers'.  This is another opportunity to quench the scientific quest of our 
students through Project Based Learning and other collaborative learning activities like excursions, quizzes, and cross-
curriculum initiatives.  
 
Valid – Year 8 will sit the VALID examination (Validation of Assessment for Learning and Individual Development) 
in Term 4. This examination is online and tests student’s science knowledge, problem solving skills, scientific 
reporting skills and scientific literacy.  
 
The department congratulates Ms. Tessie James, HOD Science for many years for her new role as Secondary School 
Coordinator.  Science has made a productive start to 2018 and we hope it will continue for the rest of the year! 
 
Sanil Sen - HoD Science 
 

 

 
 
  
Welcome to an exciting year of Human Society 
and Its Environment (HSIE). On behalf of the 
Faculty, I would like to welcome Mr Petre 
Bichescu, Mr Arif Nehan and Ms Rachel Pirovic-
Moss, who have joined our team.  
 
Students in Years 7 to 10, will begin HSIE with 
the study of History in Semester 1 and Geography 
in Semester 2.  
 
We welcome our Year 11 students who have 
commenced the studies of Ancient History, 
Business Studies, Economics, Legal Studies and 
Studies of Religion. We wish you an exciting two 
years of learning.  
 

As for our Year 12 students who are studying 
Business Studies, Legal Studies, Society and 
Culture and Studies of Religion, we hope that you 
greatly benefit from the last three terms of your 
secondary education.  
 
There are a lot of excursions, incursions and 
competitions planned this term and we cannot 
wait to share our experiences with the school 
community. 
 
Ms Sabina Keith will be returning from leave 
soon. 
  
Ms Anisa Khan - Acting HoD HSIE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

HSIE Department 
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Assalamu Alaykum 
 
First, I’d like to welcome Ms Helmy to AICS who will join our Secondary PDHPE Department. We wish 
her a smooth transition into her new role. 
 
Next, I thank the parents who have arranged for the purchase of PDHPE workbooks from the college early 
in the year. For those students who don’t have a book at this point, it is of great importance they order one 
immediately. Students risk falling behind with their work and will struggle to catch up if this is delayed 
further. Books will be ordered by Mr Etri once payment is made directly to him. 
 
Also, our students will once again be travelling to Heber Park (in Hebersham) for sports and PE activities 
when necessary/possible. This required all year 7-10 students to return a permission slip sent home earlier in 
the year. Any student who has not submitted the note will not be permitted to attend the park. Students are to 
speak to a staff member from the PDHPE department if there are any issues with this. 
 
Lastly, we look forward to upcoming sporting events including the Islamic Schools Faith Shield Gala Days 
and other exciting sports competitions. 
 
Mr Etri - HoD PDHPE & CAPA 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC 

Research shows music education is a powerful tool for attaining full intellectual, social and creative potential. 
This year, our Year 7s will be introduced to the fundamental concepts of Music through listening, performing 
and composing within the College ethos. They will acquire practical skills on the ukulele, keyboard and 
percussion instruments in a creative environment. Year 8 will be exploring diverse forms of music literature 
through experimenting with digital music applications, research and developing their aural skills. In the unit 
‘Music and Society’, students will learn to play the Daf drum and listen to Nasheeds to enhance their 
knowledge and appreciation of world music. I look forward to a vibrant and exciting year!      
 
Ms Cheng – Music Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
  

PDHPE Department 

CAPA Department 
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VISUAL ARTS 

Welcome back to Visual Arts for 2018! It will be a very exciting year for our humble Visual Arts 
department. The large paintings by year 8, 2017 will be going up into our school hall. This term our Visual 
Arts students will be preparing ideas and contributing to science week and also global citizenship day this 

year.  
 

The year 7 students will be studying 
the unit ‘under the microscope’ and 
will be investigating artists that are 
influenced by themes of science; in 

particular microbiology for their own 
Artmaking.  

 
Our year 8 students will be studying 
the unit ‘diverse worlds’ and will be 

investigating artists that are influenced 
by themes of what it means to be a 

global citizen.  
 

Critical and Historical studies will be 
assessed through an internet research 
task which leads to their students own 

Artmaking. 
 

Students will be assessed on their Artmaking practice by creating a work of art using lead pencil, colour 
pencil, watercolour paint and marker ready to be display for Science week and global citizenship day. 

I have included some Artworks that some of our Year 7 students have produced so far. Wonderful title pages 
for their Visual Arts Diary, displaying at least five things that they love about who they are! 

 
 

 
 
 

Ms Auduong  - Visual Arts Teacher 
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S T A F F  E M A I L  D I R E C T O R Y  

 
Staff contact details are being provided to members of the school community in order for parents to be able 
to contact staff directly regarding teaching and learning matters as it is appropriate. This will also help 
parents maintain regular contact so that performance of students can be communicated and parent / teacher 
interviews organised as it is required.  
 
We ask that parents are mindful of the importance to communicate respectfully and appropriately. Abuse, 
unnecessary or inappropriate messages and/or emails will be referred to the Principal for further follow up 
and action. Emails which are communicated to the wrong staff member (either by accident or otherwise) 
will be forwarded to the appropriate person for action – this may occur without a reply to parents.  
 
We also ask that parents accept a minimum time frame to reply of 24 hours by each of the staff listed below 
and understand that staff are not required to check email outside of work hours.  
 
Reception 
33 Headcorn Street, Mount Druitt, NSW 2770, Australia. 
Monday-Friday 8:30 am – 4:00 pm 
Email info@aics.nsw.edu.au 
Phone (+61 2) 9677 2613 
Fax (+61 2) 9677 2648 
  
Administrative Matters 
Purpose    Contact 
General Enquiries   info@aics.nsw.edu.au 
Admission and Enrolment Enquiries enrolment@aics.nsw.edu.au 
Employment    career@aics.nsw.edu.au 
  
Student Matters 
Purpose   Contact    Attention 
Primary School Enquiries primary.school@aics.nsw.edu.au Ms. Verusha Pillay 
Secondary School Enquiries secondary.school@aics.nsw.edu.au Ms. Tessie James 
 
 

Title First Name Last Name School Section Job role Email 

Sheik Fawaz Abboud Primary School Quran Teacher fawaza@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Mohammed Al Moail 
Primary and 
Secondary  

Arabic Teacher mohammed.almoail@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Basma Al Mohamad Secondary School 
English/PDHPE 
Teacher 

basma.almohamad@aics.nsw.edu 

Ms Mirvat Alameddine Primary School 
Arabic, Islamic 
Studies and Quran 
Teacher 

mirvata@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Khatera Almazari Primary School 
Year 3&4 Coordinator 
/ 4B Class Teacher 

khateraa@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Shamyla Anjum Secondary School Secondary Librarian shamyla@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Almas Asad Primary School 2D Class Teacher Almas.Asad@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Sandy Auduong Secondary School Visual Arts Teacher Sandy.Auduong@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Sheik Abdul Aziz Primary School 
Arabic, Islamic 
Studies and Quran 
Teacher 

abdul.aziz@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Nasrin Begum Primary School 1D Class Teacher nasrin.begum@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Marisa Behrens Secondary School English Teacher marisa.behrens@aics.nsw.edu.au 



WEDNESDAY, 14TH FEBRUARY 2018                                                                                  TERM 1 ISSUE 1 

15 | P a g e  

Title First Name Last Name School Section Job role Email 

Ms Rebecca Belcastro Primary School 
Year 1&2 Coordinator 
/ 2C Class Teacher 

Rebecca.Belcastro@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Petre Bichescu Secondary School HSIE Teacher petre.bichescu@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms  Madina Braima Primary School Arabic Teacher madina.braima@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Danya Cheng Secondary School Music Teacher Danya.Cheng@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Tracey Chilly Primary School 
Kindergarten Literacy 
and Numeracy 
Support Teacher 

traceyc@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Shantha Clement Primary School 4A Class Teacher shanthic@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Nuzhat Ejaz Primary School 5A Class Teacher nuzhate@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Dina El-Said Primary School 
Arabic, Islamic 
Studies and Quran 
Teacher 

dinae@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Dalia Elshami Primary School 
Year 5 and 6 Literacy 
and Numeracy 
Support Teacher 

Dalia.Elshami@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Faisal Elshamy Primary School 
Arabic and Islamic 
Studies Teacher 

faisal.elshamy@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Sadullah Eser Secondary School Mathematics Teacher sadullah.eser@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Omar Etri Secondary School 
Head of PDHPE & 
CAPA Department / 
PDHPE Teacher 

oetri@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Daniel Ferrin Primary School 3C Class Teacher daniel.ferrin@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Raveen Goundar Secondary School Mathematics Teacher raveen.goundar@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Louise Grady Primary School 
Kindergarten 
Coordinator / KD 
Class Teacher 

louiseg@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Virginia Gray Secondary School 
Secondary Literacy 
and Numeracy 
Support Teacher 

virginiag@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr  Campbell Harvey Secondary School English Teacher cambell.harvey@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Salma Helmy Secondary School PDHPE Teacher salma.helmy@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Adam Herborn Primary School 1B Class Teacher adamh@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Afroza Hossain Primary School 2B Class Teacher afrozah@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Naureen Inam Primary School 3D Class Teacher naureeni@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms  Tessie  James Secondary School 
Secondary 
Coordinator / Science 
Teacher 

tessiej@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Intisar Jawad Primary School 
Arabic, Islamic 
Studies and Quran 
Teacher 

intisarj@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Kuldeep Kaur Secondary School HSIE Teacher kuldeepk@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Sabina Keith Secondary School 
Head of HSIE 
Department / HSIE 
Teacher 

sabinak@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Anisa Khan Secondary School HSIE Teacher anisak@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Tahmena Khatiz Primary School 4C Class Teacher tahmenak@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Julie Lawrenson Primary School KA Class Teacher Julie.Lawrenson@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Natasha Lord Primary School KC Class Teacher Natasha.Lord@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Marcus Lu Primary School 
Year 5&6 Coordinator 
/ 6B Class Teacher 

marcus@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Shafia Malak Primary School 1C Class Teacher shafia.malak@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Hajar Masri Primary School 
Arabic and Islamic 
Studies Teacher 

hajar.masri@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Ghada Mawas Secondary School PDHPE Teacher ghadam@aics.nsw.edu.au 
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Title First Name Last Name School Section Job role Email 

Mr Matthew McAllister Secondary School 

Head of Mathematics 
& Technology 
Department / 
Mathematics Teacher 

matthewm@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Shannon McGovern Primary School 1A Class Teacher shannonm@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Philip McKenzie Primary School Science Teacher philip.mckenzie@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Abir Moukahal 
Primary and 
Secondary  

College Welfare 
Coordinator 

Abirm@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Misbah Naveed Primary School 4D Class Teacher misbahn@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Arif Nehan Secondary School HSIE Teacher arif.nehan@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Mary Nelapati Secondary School 
Mathematics and 
Numeracy Support 
Teacher 

mary.nelapati@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Faaiza Nisha Secondary School Science Teacher faaiza.nisha@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Sineen Nomani Secondary School 
Teacher & Year 11 
Advisor 

sineenn@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Kirstie Parkes Primary School 3A Class Teacher kirstie.parkes@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Verusha Pillay Primary School 
Primary Coordinator / 
Year 6A Teacher  

verushap@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Rachel Pirovic-Moss Secondary School HSIE Teacher  rachel.pirovic@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Daniel Prince Primary School Year 6A Teacher daniel.prince@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Sanjana Rahman Secondary School 
Technology (TAS) 
Teacher 

Sanjana.Rahman@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr  Shiraz Rathani Secondary School 
IST/Technology & 
Mathematics Teacher 

shiraz.rathani@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Bianca  Rees Primary School KE Class Teacher bianca.rees@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Freha Sarwar Primary School 
Year 1 and 2 Literacy 
and Numeracy 
Support Teacher 

frehas@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Selina Sathiapal Primary School 3B Class Teacher selina.sathiapal@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Sanil Sen Secondary School 

Head of Science 
Department / Science 
and Mathematics 
Teacher 

sanils@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Paddy Smith Primary School 5B Class Teacher paddys@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Christine Souma Primary School 2E Class Teacher christines@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Sandra Sullivan Secondary School 
A/Head of English 
Department / English 
Teacher 

sandras@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Dr  Tariq Syed 
Primary and 
Secondary 

Head of Islamic 
Studies, Arabic and 
Quran Studies 
Department 

tariqs@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Sheik Hasan Thanvi Secondary School 
Islamic Studies & 
Quran Teacher 

abeerul.hasan@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Roseanne Villanueva Primary School KB Class Teacher Roseanne.Villanueva@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Shahla Wahid Primary School 
Year 3 and 4 Literacy 
and Numeracy 
Support Teacher 

shahlaw@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Mr Cameron  Warne 
Primary and 
Secondary  

Deputy Principal (K-
12) 

cameron.warne@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Ashleigh Weaver Primary School 2A Class Teacher ashleigh.weaver@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Aqueela Wilson Primary School 6C Class Teacher aqueelaw@aics.nsw.edu.au 

Ms Sera  Yigit Primary School 5C Class Teacher sera.yigit@aics.nsw.edu.au 

 
 


