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Principal's Report 

 
Assalaamu Alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatu. 
 
We are now almost half-way through the last term of 
the 2017 academic year. This is a relatively busy term 
with several important activities being organized by the 
school. The 2017 Year 12 students have commenced the 
HSC examinations on 16th October 2017. The rest of the 
high school students will be doing their second 
semester examinations from 30th October – 3rd 
November 2017. The primary school students will be 
completing their assessments and tests by 24th 
November 2017. 
 
Although the examinations and assessment will finish 
by 24th November, normal teaching will continue until 
the end of the school year, as a lot of school work is yet 
to be completed. I request all parents and guardians to 
facilitate the teachers’ work by sending their children 
to school regularly and punctually, and ensuring that 
they study at home and complete all the school work 
assigned to them. The academic year for primary and 
high school will end with the Annual Awards 
ceremonies on Wednesday 6th December and Thursday 
7th December respectively. Further details about dates 
and times for these events will be provided later.  
 

PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
The parent-teacher interviews to discuss the Second 
Semester report of your children will be held as 
follows: 
High school: 29th & 30th November (3:30 - 6:30pm) 
Primary school: 28th & 29th November (3:30-6:00pm) 
 
We make concerted efforts to organize the parent-teacher interviews to give parents an 
opportunity to meet with the teachers and discuss their children’s performance in school 
work with them. These interviews also provide both the teachers and parents 
opportunities to work out plans and strategies to assist the children improve their overall 
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DIARY DATES & UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 
Term 4 is a busy one with a number of 
important events taking place at short 
intervals. The most important of these 

events are as follows: 
 

7-10 Parent Interviews:  
29th & 30th November (3:30 - 6:30pm) 

K-6 Parent Interviews:  
28th & 29th November (3:30-6:00pm) 

Primary Assessment Period:  
6th November – 24th November 

Secondary Examinations Years 7 – 10:  
30th October – 3rd November 

Kindergarten Orientation Mornings:  
30th Oct – 1st Dec 

Kindergarten Graduation:  
Tue 5th December 

Year 6 Graduation: Tue 5th December 
K-2 Award Ceremony: Wed 6th December 
3-6 Award Ceremony: Wed 6th December 

Last day for K-6: Wed 6th December 
Last day for 7-10: Thu 7th December 

Secondary Award Ceremony:  
Thu 7th December 
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performance in school work. Therefore, I request all parents and guardians to attend the 
parent-teacher interviews and pick up their children’s reports. The reports will not be 
sent to parents by post, except in special circumstances. 
 

SCHOOL TERMS AND HOLIDAYS 2018 
On the request of many parents and teachers, the AICS management has decided to 
follow the NSW State Schools term dates in 2018. The following are the term dates for 
2018. 
  
 
FIRST TERM 
Monday 29th January 2018 – Friday 13th April 2018    (11 Weeks) 
(Students return on Monday 29th January 2018) 
 
1st Term Holidays:  
Saturday 14th April 2018 – Sunday 29th April 2018  
 
SECOND TERM 
Monday 30th April 2018 – Friday 6th July 2018    (10 Weeks) 
(Students return on Tuesday 1st May 2018) 
 
2nd Term Holidays 
Saturday 7th July 2018 – Sunday 22nd July 2018 
 

THIRD TERM 
Monday 23rd July to Friday 28th September 2018   (10 Weeks) 
(Students return on Tuesday 24th July 2018) 
 
3rd Term holidays 
Saturday 29th September 2018 - Sunday 14th October 2018 
 
FOURTH TERM 
Monday 15th October 2018 – Friday 14th December 2018  (9 Weeks) 
 (Students return on Tuesday 16th October 2018) 
 

Summer vacation: Saturday 16th December 2018. 
 
 
Wassalam 
 
I request parents and guardians to plan their family holidays and overseas trips considering 
these dates so that children are not away from school during term times. 
 
 
Dr Imam Ali 
 
Principal 
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P R I M A R Y  A S S I S T A N T  P R I N C I P A L ’ S  R E P O R T  

 

Open Day Thankyou 
I thank all the parents who attended our recent open day and provided much positive 
feedback about our classrooms, teaching and learning. Staff in the Primary School have 
done a lot of hard work to build the culture of our school. 
 
How do we define culture and what makes one exemplary?  
In many ways an exemplary culture is something that is intangible and cannot be seen; it 
is more of a ‘feeling’ that you have in a school. People working in a school with an 
exemplary culture feel positive and respond positively to one another. An exemplary 
culture in a school is about staff, parents, students and the community feeling enormous 
pride in their school.  
It is about teachers feeling energized, appreciated and motivated; being open to new 
challenges; unafraid to look critically on current practices and a willingness to work as 
part of a team. It is about students striving to do their best and feeling proud of their 
learning.  
It is about visitors to the school saying that this school has a great feel about it. It is about 
parents who are keen to be involved in their children’s learning and who want to send 
their children to the school because it feels right. 
 
An exemplary school culture is one in which: 

 There is productive communication between all sections of the school community. 

 There is ongoing evaluation of programs and policies to ensure continual 
refinement and improvement. 

 There is inclusiveness of the school community in decision making. 

 There is parental and community involvement. 

 There are challenging and engaging programs accessible to all students. 

 There is respect for high standards of achievement. 

 There is high staff and student morale and a strong commitment to teaching and 
learning. 

As we are at the mid-point in our term and working towards assessment periods, we 
encourage you to continue to help build the culture of the Primary School to be one which 
is an example to all schools in our area. 
 

Sick Bay 
We have a Sick Bay which is staffed before school, at lunchtime and at recess by First Aid 
qualified staff. Every child who is treated gets a note from the First Aid staff member 
indicating to parents the nature of the treatment the child has received. Parents are more 
than welcome to contact the school to seek further clarification of any treatment their 
child has received. 
We always give children the ‘benefit of doubt’ and will treat all children who present at 
Sick Bay. However, we have a number of children who present regularly for First Aid 
treatment complaining of illness or soreness. These students present with ‘I don’t feel 
well’ or ‘I have a sore finger, arm, leg etc.’ In most instances, we know that some children 
are just ‘seeking attention’ while others struggle with the difference between the natural 
pains/soreness we all experience as we are growing, and the very real soreness or pain as 
a result of, in most cases, a genuine playground injury.   
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We would appreciate parents talking to children and helping them clarify the difference 
between when you really need first aid treatment and when you are just looking for 
attention or distraction. This can be tricky for us, because we don’t want to ‘put children 
off’ from genuinely attending First Aid. However, on the other hand, we often count a 
large number of students at one time requesting First Aid treatment, and whilst we are 
not qualified medical practitioners, we felt, along with the First Aid staff, that many of 
them did not need First Aid treatment. 
 
 
Cameron Warne 
 
Assistant Principal 
 
 
 

S E C O N D A R Y  A S S I S T A N T  P R I N C I P A L ’ S  R E P O R T  

 

Starting on Monday 16th October, with the challenging HSC English Paper 1, Year 12 
students have been busy completing their final examinations. So far, reports have been 
promising with students feeling confident, well prepared and optimistic about their 
results. The final HSC examination is Economics; this takes place on Monday 6th 
November 2017. We wish Year 12 all the best in this challenging but exciting time in their 
academic lives. 
The 7-10 Yearly Examinations have also commenced, starting with the PDHPE exams 
held in Week 4 and due to conclude on Friday 3rd November. I would like to congratulate 
all students for their efforts in preparing for these exams and for their hard work all year. 
 
 
Zulqarnan Malik 
 
Assistant Principal 
 
 
 

I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E S  
 
 

Administration 
 

SCHOOL FEES   
Term 4 school fees are now overdue.  Please pay your dues ASAP using the following 
options:  

 Bpay (as shown on your bill) 

 EFT/DIRECT DEBIT:    

Account Name:  Australian Islamic College of Sydney 

BSB: 062 597   Account No: 1022 8838 

Email remittance advice to: accounts@aics.nsw.edu.au 

 In person: At AICS Admin Office (Monday to Friday 8am - 4.30pm) 

mailto:accounts@aics.nsw.edu.au
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Primary Library News 
 
The library is showing off its 2017 CBCA (Children’s Book Council of Australia) 
shortlisted books of the year with the 2017 Premier’s Reading Challenge. This year 
Primary Library acquired 236 Titles for PRC K-6 Level. 
 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 
Now on its 7th issue, the Scholastic Book Club is the easiest, most, reliable way to get your 
child excited about reading! By participating in Scholastic Book Club, every order earns 
20% back in rewards for our school! Thanks to all the parents who keeps ordering thru 
the LOOP (L inked O nline O rdering P ayment) platform. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

AICS Sun Safe Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reading Eggs – Learn 2 Give 

  

As part of our Sun Safe Program at AICS a ‘No Hat, No Play’ rule applies. Students 
must wear their school hat at all times whilst outside. At lunch and recess times 
students are to sit in the shaded lunch areas if they do not have a hat. 
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Twenty Years of Excellence in Education 

 
This year, the Australian Islamic College of Sydney celebrates a significant milestone. It 

has been 20 years since the initial founders battled many challenges to make AICS the 

first Islamic school ever established in the western suburbs of Sydney.  

 

Thanks to the IAWSS Association, the AICS School Board, our dedicated staff and 

students and our supportive parent community, our school now stands proudly among 

the top 40% of the state. Since the construction of the very first classroom, our students 

have made consistent academic progress and continue to make their teachers, parents 

and the school proud. 

 

We look forward to many more years of excellence in education at AICS, where students 

are equipped with the skills and values they need to confidently face the challenges of the 

future. 
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P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  N E W S  
 

 

 

The first few weeks of Term 4 has been very busy and exciting for Kindergarten students. 

In English, we are learning about Informative Texts. So far, we have learnt some 

interesting facts about worms, kangaroos and platypuses, and are looking forward to 

studying a range of different factual texts. In Mathematics, we have commenced the 

Prime program and are continuing to build on our number skills, so we are ready for next 

year. Teachers and students are proud of how well this is going.  

 

Kindergarten classes are really busy practicing and preparing for their assembly item in 

the coming weeks. KA hosted their assembly at the end of Term 3, with everyone doing a 

wonderful job. KB hosted the assembly in week 4 of Term 4, and really enjoyed 

performing the play and songs we have been working hard on. KC and KD are getting 

excited about showcasing what they have been working on in the coming weeks.  

 

Ms Shannon McGovern 
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This Term students in 1D researched, designed and published a poster in class on ‘Save 

the Long-Nose Bandicoots’. Students had wonderful findings which they showed in their 

poster. 

In PDH, 1D is learning about healthy food in this term. They jointly constructed a 3D 

model of a healthy food pyramid. They then made their own food pyramid in class. They 

are able to distinguish the difference between healthy and unhealthy food.  

In Science, students are learning about the forces associated with pushing and pulling 

and their effects. They conducted an experiment with a bucket of water and a ball. They 

pushed the ball into the water and experienced the force of the ball coming back up to the 

surface. They also experienced the difference in force by different sized balls which 

allowed them to feel the differences in the upward force provided by the water, and learnt 

that the larger the ball, the greater the force.  
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SHARED READING  
WITH GRADE TWO 

 
 

As part of the literacy program, students in grade two 

have been enthusiastically engaged in shared reading. 

They have had the opportunity to be exposed to a   range 

of different texts written and illustrated by different 

authors. Shared reading provides the students with an opportunity to participate in 

reading, learn concepts of how print works and get the feel of learning to read with 

fluency. It allows them to enjoy materials that they may have not been able to read on 

their own and assists students in increasing their understanding of frequently used 

vocabulary. The shared reading experience provides students the opportunity to use ‘Into 

the Book’ strategies such as predicting, evaluating, summarizing, questioning and 

inferring. Using these skills has enabled students to develop a sense of story and increase 

comprehension. Using these skills has also played a role in developing student’s ability to 

make connections between background knowledge and new information. It encourages 

prediction in reading and development of concepts about print and phonemic 

connections. Students are provided with an opportunity to learn about the relationship 

between oral language and printed language.  
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3A students had the pleasure of hosting the week 3 Primary assembly. Students engaged 

the audience by presenting a review of the various novels we studied as part of our 

English curriculum this year. We began our planning as part of our English lessons, were 

students explored various ways of presenting interesting quotes by the smart, quirky 

characters from the following novels; Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl 

and Charlotte’s Web by EB White, with a brief introduction to our novel study for term 4, 

Noodle Pie by Ruth Starke. Students concluded the assembly by highlighting their love 

for reading through a song. 

 

Mrs Selina Sathiapal 
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This week in Science and Technology, Year 4 looked at avalanches and mudslides. They 

observed how an avalanche might occur using layers of sugar, coconut and flour on 

cardboard. These represent different consistencies of snow and show how heavier/lighter 

layers would react in an avalanche. To mimic what happens in a mudslide, we poured a 

mixture of sand and dirt over a mound of newspaper and mesh.  

 

In PDH students are continuing to learn about safe practices. This week they will focus on 

potential hazards around the school playground and in classrooms. In PE students are 

focused on further developing their skills in basketball. 
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In 5A, students have been learning about the links 

between climate and population density as a part of 

the new Geography curriculum. They have really 

enjoyed researching and creating PowerPoints on 

laptops to show what they have learned. This has 

allowed for students to use technology to present 

their findings and show their understanding of the 

topic. They will continue this magnificent work in 

following weeks as they study landforms and the 

impact of bushfires. 

 

Mr Paddy Smith 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6C has had a busy start to the term and are currently learning about 

infographics in Geography lessons.  Information graphics or infographics 

are graphic visual representations of information, data or knowledge 

intended to present information quickly and clearly.  The students have 

been researching different ways in which Australia is connected to other 

countries and will present their information by creating their own 

infographic.  

    

The Global Connections picture is our class display and shows 

the flags of all the countries we are connected to through our 

family/parental connections. 
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For Open Day this year, the students of 5A presented parents with a well-rounded 

showcase that included many of the wonderful things they have been learning over the 

year and specifically in Term 4.  

 

The stands included Reading Eggs, PE, Creative Arts, Science, Arabic, Islamic Studies, 

Qur’an and PRIME Maths. Parents were tested on their Mathematics skills, shown 

science experiments and told about the rules of Ultimate Frisbee. The students presented 

with great enthusiasm and demonstrated that they have been learning lots in class. 

 

The response was very positive from parents with many commenting that they enjoyed 

seeing the variety of subjects and what the students had been studying. It was an 

immense success! 

 
Students in 6A worked extremely hard on their showcase of learning. Students planned 

and presented content at 11 ‘stations’, which included giving the parents Mathematics 

problems to solve and a spelling test. Parents even won prizes for getting answers correct. 

Muhammad Naseem also designed a ‘passport’ that parents collected from the ‘Welcome’ 
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table and had to get stamped at the various stations. Most parents managed to visit all 

stations. It was a great morning for parents and students! Here is some feedback from the 

parents: 

 

 

“I found this exercise to be very 

informative and fun also. Thoroughly 

enjoyed it!” 

Mr Chandab (Rabeih’s Dad) 

 

“I’m so impressed with every group’s 

effort. It was extremely organised and 

entertaining! Each person in the group 

presented with confidence and 

professionalism. I was so involved that I 

didn’t get the chance to visit any other 

class! Well done 6A!” 

Ms Elshami (AICS teacher) 

 

“I liked the welcome procedure for the 

parents. The class was very organised 

and friendly. My favourite was the rules 

and levels station.” 

Mrs Shamsi (Morsal’s Mum) 

 

“The Open Day for 6A was presented 

very well. All the students put in lots of 

effort and did an excellent job.” 

Mrs Ali (Samihah’s Mum) 

 

“It was good to see lots of different stalls 

and presentations. Students did an 

amazing job. Well done!” 

Mr Alvi (Hamzah’s Dad) 
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S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L  N E W S  

 

 
 
 
 

 

  
On Monday 9 October, Year 7 students had the 
opportunity to visit Luna Park and analyze the 

structure and construction of various 
infrastructures of this iconic Sydney landmark. 

They enjoyed the day and represented our school 
with pride. Well done Year 7! 

 
Ms Rahman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This term in Visual Arts we have been focusing 
on Islamic Geometric Designs. Most students 
in 7S and 7E have completed their projects and 
7R will be completing their paintings by the 
end of Term 4.  
 
Students utilized many different styles, designs 
and ideas to create their artworks. All students 
had a great time learning to control the acrylic 
paint and make choices regarding color and 
shape. The final designs painted onto canvas 
look fantastic!  
 
Ms Auduong  
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This term Year 8 have been working on 
making pajamas for summer! Students have 
experienced the entire design process from 
start to finish; from sketching plans for their 
garments, all the way through to sewing on 
the finishing touches. Students have faced 
difficulties in mastering new skills but have 
outdone themselves and their final pieces 
reflect their hard work. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


