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From the Principal 
Assalaamu Alaikum Warahmatulahi Wabarakatu 

The first term of 2017 has been very successful. 
Scheduled classes started from the first day and 
teachers and students immediately settled into the 
College routine and got down to the serious business 
of teaching and learning. As the term progressed the 
academic culture developed further. A vast majority of 
students began to take their studies very seriously and 
participated fully in various forms of academic and 
extra-curricular activities. In particular, the positive 
attitude and high degree of responsibility displayed by 
the senior students have both been exemplary. Nearly 
all Year 12 students attended classes regularly and 
worked diligently. The College captains and prefects 
also carried out their duties very responsibly. All these 
efforts have proven extremely helpful in improving the 
overall quality of education and the image of the 
College. 

The support and cooperation of parents and guardians 
have contributed significantly to this achievement. All 
parents and guardians ensured that their children 
came to school well equipped to do the required work. 
A majority of parents also made sure that children 
completed all homework and attended school 
regularly. All of this supported the efforts of teachers 
in achieving excellence at school. I would like to 
commend parents and guardians for their continuing 
support. 

First Term Holidays  

The first term of 2017 ends on Friday 31st March when 
children go on two weeks of holidays. The holidays end 
on Monday 17th April. All students and teachers return 
to school on Tuesday 18th April 2017. 

I wish everyone a safe and relaxing break and hope 
parents and guardians have an enjoyable time with 
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Fee Reminders Fees are due within 
the first two weeks of each term. 
Please pay any outstanding fees at 
the Office as soon as possible.  

Fees can now be paid through B-Pay 
and Direct Debit (Pease refer to your 
Tax Invoice) 

Please update all your contact details 
especially phone numbers in case of 
an emergency 

All correspondence will be sent 
through email, please ensure you 
give us your email address. 

Labeling: Please make sure that all 
your children's belongings (including 
clothes, lunch boxes, drink bottles, 
stationery, books, etc.) are clearly 
labeled with your child's name and 
class. Labeling items can easily be 
returned to your child when they are 
lost.  

Office Holiday Hours: The Office will 
be open from 9am - 3pm Monday - 
Friday over the Term 1 holidays. 



 

 

their children.  

School Fees 
 
It is our College rule that school fees are paid in full within the first two weeks of every term. All 
parents undertake to do this by signing the enrolment declaration at the time of enrolment of their 
children. Despite this, it is sad to note that several parents haven’t complied with this requirement. 
Thus, large amounts of school fees remain in arrears at the end of each term, putting the College in a 
difficult position when meeting its day-to-day running expenses. The College Board is then left with 
no option other than resorting to unpleasant measures in order to collect the overdue fees, e.g. 
sending children home. 
 
This causes a lot of unwanted stress on students, teachers and the entire school community. To avoid 
this situation, the College Management asks that all parents meet their financial obligations to the 
College in a timely manner.  
 
Parents and guardians are reminded that the school fees for the first term of 2017 are now overdue. 
In order to avoid further action or disruption to your children’s education, we ask that you pay any 
outstanding fees from first term or arrears from previous terms as soon as possible. Please note-all 
second term fees are due by the beginning of the second term. 
 
To make the process of payment easier, the College provides several facilities including B-Pay, EFT, 
Direct Debit, Credit Card, Cash and Phone. 
 
Please feel free to contact the College should you require further information.  
 

Wassalam 
Dr Imam Ali 
 

 
Assistant Principal’s Report (Primary) 

Parent-teacher interviews: 

  
Throughout your child’s time in preschool, primary school and secondary school, you’ll be invited to 
attend parent-teacher interviews, usually once or twice a year. 
  
These interviews are usually just short meetings – about 10-15 minutes – between you and your 
child’s teacher or teachers. Parents are invited to attend interviews throughout a year. It doesn’t 
mean there’s a problem. 
  
Interviews will usually be held before or after school, or in the evening. Your child will bring a note 
home that outlines the available times. If you can, it’s great if both parents can go along. If you can’t 
manage those times, you could call the school to try to arrange an alternative time. 
  
Why it’s worth going to parent-teacher interviews  
Parent-teacher interviews give you a great opportunity to: 
 learn more about your child’s academic, emotional and social development 
 meet and get to know your child’s teachers 
 help your child’s teachers understand more about your child 
 make plans with the teacher about how you can both support your child 



 

 

 build a relationship with your child’s school. 

  
If you don’t have any particular concerns, you might wonder whether it’s worth going to parent-
teacher interviews. But going along is one way to show your child that you’re interested in his or her 
learning needs and what’s happening for them at school. Of course, if you do have concerns, it’s a 
chance for you to raise them with your child’s teacher if you haven’t done that already. 
  
To get the most out of parent-teacher interviews, it helps to be well prepared. 
  
Interviews are generally held after school reports come home. One of the first things you can do is 
read your child’s school report carefully and note down anything you want to ask about. It can help to 
take your list of questions with you so you remember what you want to talk about. The interview time 
tends to pass quickly. 
  
It’s useful to have a few other questions in mind too. For example: 
What are my child’s strengths? 
What does my child struggle with? 
How much homework should my child be doing every night? 
What can I do at home to help with my child with schoolwork? 
What can you tell me about my child’s behaviour in class? 
How is my child getting along with other students? 
What support services are available for my child at this school? 
  
If you don’t get through everything you want to discuss, you might need to arrange another meeting 
with your child’s teacher. 
  
You might feel a bit nervous about going to parent-teacher interviews. That’s normal. It might help to 
know that teachers can feel the same way, especially if there are difficult or sensitive issues to discuss, 
or if they’re not used to giving parent-teacher interviews. 
  
Being open and friendly will set you up for positive communication with the teacher. You can show 
that you respect what the teacher is saying by listening carefully and trying not to become too 
defensive, even if you disagree with the feedback. 
  
If you have a concern about something, try to be specific and avoid blame. Combining a request with 
understanding will usually help. For example, ‘Freya says that when you explain things it makes it 
clearer to her. Would you mind if she asked you to take a bit more time to explain things when she’s 
learning something new?’ It can also help if you can mention something positive about what is 
happening at the same time.  
  
If you have to discuss any problems with the teacher, it helps to come ready with some possible 
solutions, or at least some positive and practical suggestions. Be willing to listen to the teacher’s ideas 
too. The aim is for you and your child’s teacher to work on problems in partnership with each other. 
After all, you both share the same goal of wanting your child to learn and feel successful. 
 If you make any decisions, it’s good to agree on who will follow up and when. 

  
Please make sure you have booked a time for interviews. Teachers aren't able to meet 
with parents who do not have a scheduled time.  

 
Mr.Warne 

 



 

 

Kindergarten down on the farm! 

 
Kindergarten students have been currently learning about farm animals in English, and were given the 
opportunity to take part in an excursion to the Calmsley Hill City Farm. Students were able to observe 
ways in which living things are different and have different needs, and discovering how farms meet 
the needs of people. The students explored exciting exhibits such as: the sheep shearing 
demonstration, milking a cow and riding a tractor! They had so much and can’t wait to share all the 
information they have gained from this experience. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ms.Natasha Bibi Lord 

 
Semra Sarhadi, 6A, announced as regional winner (Western Sydney) 
in state-wide poster competition. 
 
In early February, the students from AICS Primary were invited to take part in a “Say No to Bullying’ 
poster competition.  The competition is run by an organisation called Interrelate, which provides 
services that aim to strengthen and support family relationships. Their focus is always on what is best 
for the children in the family. 
 
The theme for this years’ competition was ‘Respect for self. Respect for others. Responsibility for all 
your actions’.  With this theme in mind, students from K-6 set about creating their own unique poster. 
More than 160 posters from AICS were entered the competition and we were delighted to receive the 
news that one of our students was chosen as a regional finalist for Western Sydney. 
 
On Friday, 17th of March, Semra Sarhadi from 6A attended the awards ceremony which was held in 
the main Concert Hall of The Concourse in Chatswood.  The ceremony was an extravagant affair which 
was hosted by Ricardo Goncalves, an SBS World News presenter, and had guest speakers ranging from 
the CEO of Interrelate, Patricia Occelli to Leanne Hall who is an integrative psychologist.  Each speaker 
spoke about issues such as the value of respect, why self-care is so important and standing up to 
bullying.  There is no doubt that everyone in attendance left with a greater awareness of the 
importance of respecting others and self-care. 
 



 

 

The audience was also treated to a performance by the Mackellar Girls Secondary College Band and 
had special messages from none other than the Governor of NSW, David Hurley and the Prime 
Minister, Malcolm Turnbull. 
 
Following the speeches, the Chair of Interrelate, Alan Gibson presented the awards to the regional 
and overall winners. There was great excitement when Semra was announced as the overall winner 
for the Western Sydney region.  This is a huge achievement as there were over 3000 entries for the 
competition.  Semra collected her framed certificate and was also presented with a prize bag full of 
Faber-Castell  
stationery.Congratulations Semra, you should be very proud of your achievement! 
 
Ms Therese Maxwell 
Year Six teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Assistant Principal’s Report (Secondary) 
 
Assalaamu Alaikum 
 
It has been a very busy and rewarding term in the Secondary school so far.  
 
This term many of our students participated in excursions such as: 

 Year 10 Parliament House 

 Year 11 and 12 Legal Studies excursion to the Court House 

 Year 9 HSIE incursions 

 Year 11 Biology Excursion 
 

Students were able to use these opportunities to reflect on the complex theories they have been 
learning in the classrooms. 
 
The Year 12 students are hopefully continuing to prepare very hard for their Half Yearly Examinations, 
which started 20 March and run till the 31 March. We wish them all the best. They have been very 
keen on the extra classes, which are conducted in mornings, afternoons and on Saturdays.  
 
AICS is working very hard to improve student attendance at the school. I would like to take this 
opportunity to share some research, which was carried out on the impact of student absence. The 
research says that if a child is absent for 10% of the school year, they will fall behind their classmates. 
10% in Australia is 20 days. Most parents would work hard to prevent their child being absent for 20 
days in a school year. As the Assistant Principal, I would hope that that is the case. However, we know 
that students get sick, illness occurs within the family and sporting injuries can occur. However, the 
one that you really have to consider as parents is avoiding taking holidays during school time. 
 
Consider this scenario; a student has 15 days off in one year, 12 days in the next year and 18 days in 
the third year. Even as quality educators, we would be pushing the limits to prevent this child from 
falling behind. Therefore, we need your help as parents/guardians to help ensure as much continuity 
as possible. We have quality teachers here at the Australian Islamic College of Sydney however, it 
doesn’t matter how good their skills are if your child is not present in class! 
 
Students are expected to attend AICS on all scheduled days unless sick. All absences and late notes 
must be signed by a parent/guardian and given to the Roll Call Teacher immediately on return or the 
next day.  
 
Another concern, which has been noticed, is that there is an increasing amount of lost property at 
the College. Unclaimed items remaining at the end of the term will be donated to the clothing bin. 

 
As the term is coming to a close after a fortnight, I wish all parents and students a healthy, happy and 
well-deserved break.  
 
Assistant Principal Secondary School 
Mr Malik 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Year 10 Students Get Political! 
 
On Monday 13 March 2017, Year 10 students went on a Commerce excursion to NSW Parliament 
House. This site tour was an excellent way to conclude the topic of 'Political Involvement'. Students 
were supervised by Ms Cheng, Ms Khan, Mr McKenzie and Ms Sullivan.  
 
Students went into the State Legislative Assembly where they participated in two role plays. They 
thoroughly enjoyed the process of passing of a bill and had a lot of fun in question time. The students 
then proceeded to the State Legislative Council where they debated the same bill and crossed the 
floor.  
 
After an informative experience at NSW Parliament House, students went to the MLC Centre to buy 
lunch and everyone sat in Martin Place and ate together. We returned to school with a better 
understanding of politics! 

Ms Anisa Khan 

 

 
 
  



 

 

Helping your child prepare for NAPLAN  
 
A focus on Secondary School Literacy 
 
With the National Assessment Program for Literacy 
and Numeracy (NAPLAN) testing starting next term, 
many students are already enthusiastically 
preparing for success. 

Naturally, literacy skills are a key focus in English 
classes and also form an extensive part of the AICS 
Learning Support Program. In addition to this, 
teachers of subjects such as Science, HSIE and Art 
are careful to address the literacy demands of their 
subjects. 

So what can parents do to help? 
1. Talking to your child about what they are learning in school will help them a great deal. In the 

lead up to NAPLAN, students have been revising grammar terms, discussing what good writers 
do and continuing to practice using a range of reading strategies. Ask them to tell you about it! 
It doesn’t matter whether you know a lot or only a little about English grammar, sometimes the 
best learning comes from students simply telling another person what they know. 

 

2. Giving your child a quiet space to complete homework, revise content or simply relax with a 
good book will help them focus throughout their studies. It also gives them a chance to reflect 
of their day, manage stress and set their own goals. 

 

3. It helps your child if you take a positive view of the NAPLAN tests. The tests are learning 
opportunity as well as a chance to overcome any anxieties or nerves that tests may bring. If your 
child is not yet scoring the highest results, acknowledging the steps they are taking to improve 
motivates them even more. 

 

4. If you would like to do some NAPLAN preparation with your child at home, the following 
websites provide some great resources. You might also like to visit the NAPLAN minimum 
standards page to get a better understanding of what is expected. 

 
New! NAPLAN tests:    http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/the-tests 
 
Imaginative writing: https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/p-10/naplan/test-

preparation/writing2/imaginative-writing 
 
Persuasive writing: https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/p-10/naplan/test-

preparation/writing2/persuasive-writing 
 
Minimum standards for reading:  http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/reading/minimum-
standards 
  
Minimum standards for writing:  http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/writing/minimum-
standards 
  
Minimum standards for numeracy:  http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/numeracy/minimum-
standards 

http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/the-tests
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/p-10/naplan/test-preparation/writing2/imaginative-writing
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/p-10/naplan/test-preparation/writing2/imaginative-writing
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/p-10/naplan/test-preparation/writing2/persuasive-writing
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/p-10/naplan/test-preparation/writing2/persuasive-writing
http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/reading/minimum-standards
http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/reading/minimum-standards
http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/writing/minimum-standards
http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/writing/minimum-standards
http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/numeracy/minimum-standards
http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/numeracy/minimum-standards


 

 

 
NAPLAN Examinations take place on the 9th, 10th & 11th May and will be conducted in the school hall. 
 
Miranda McCallum  
Head of English Department 
 
Sherin Mohamed 
Learning Support Coordinator 
 

Year 7 & 8 Visual Arts and Music Excursion  
 
We were so thankful to catch a break during these constant rainy weeks and have a beautiful day of 
sunshine and partial blue skies for this wonderful excursion.  
Thank you to all the wonderful teachers who attended this excursion and made it possible! 
 

Opera House 
 
The Year 7 and Year 8 students had a fabulous opportunity to experience a guided tour inside the 
Sydney Opera House. They explored and learned about the history and architecture of the building 
as well as understanding how acoustics and designs of various theatres affect the performance of 
music and sound.  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Danya Cheng (Music Teacher) 
 

Art Gallery of NSW  
 
The Year 7 and 8 students enjoyed all that the AGNSW had to offer. Some of the exhibitions we saw 
included the 15th to 21st century Australian and European art collections, HSC Artexpress 2017, 
traditional and contemporary Islamic Calligraphy from the Beyond Words exhibition and some 
traditional and contemporary Aboriginal Art from the Yiribana Gallery.  
 
I hope that this excursion will help to ignite our Year 7 and 8 students’ imaginations for their own 
art-making, inspire their curiosity and create new visual ways of thinking and learning about the 



 

 

world we live in. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ms Auduong (Visual Arts Teacher) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


